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FewFW'refolmS\W'refolmSWrefolmSW'refolmSbyreforms' \accomplished by Legislature
By KARWJWUNKARN DAVESDAVIESDAVIES-

TIle

DAVIES-

TheTIleThe Aawdaa Pros.Pros-

JUNEAUJUNEAU - Many legislatorslegislators-
rolled

legislators-
rolledrolled into the capital city In-

January
faIntoto-

JanuaryJanuaiyJanuary pledging to rcfonnreform thethe-

legislature
the-

lesIsIaturelegislaturelesIsIature .
But whentihen they went homehome-

nearly
home-

nearlynearly tixIixsix monthmonths* later ., Tewfew rere-

forms
re-re-ref-

orms
¬-

forms had been approvedapproted , andand-

throughout
and-

throughoutthroughout the record-longrecordlongrecord.JongrecordJong-. ses-

sion
ses-

sfcm
leil-

ion
ses-seslei-lei--

sfcmlionsion ., HomeHouse lawmakerlawmakenlawmakers! bickeredbickered-
continuously

bickered-
continuouslycontinuously over abusesabuaea ofof-

minority
of-

minorityminority rights by the leader-

'ship
leader-

dd
leader-

en

leader-leader-
;'.'shipshipdddd-

l.awmakere
.

Lawmakersl.awmakerelawmakere. en ' pledges in Janua-
ry

JanuaJanua-Janua-
ry

-¬-

iyry to reform the legislaturelegislature-
came

legislature-
camecame In response to complaintscomplaints-
from

complaint-
srom!ftomromfrom constituentscollltituents,, followingfollowing-

the
following-

thethe 1980 session , that whilewhile-

cloistered
while-

cloisteredcloistered in the capitol lawma-

kers
lawmalawma-lawma-

ken -¬-

kersken abused their powers , $hoved-
pork

shovedhovedshoved-

porkpork into the state budget andand-

violated
and-

violatedviolated the public trust .

Voters and newspapers calledcalled-

for
called-

forfor major changes in the way thethe-

legislature
the-

legislaturelegislature conducts its businessbusmess ,

and some lawmakers responded .

The newnelll Senate leaderahlp-
pledged

leadershipleaderahlpleadership-
pledged-pledged' - ' d to reformrefonn thethe-

chamber
the-

chamberchamber and bnngbring decisionma-
king

declSlon.ma-declSlon.madecision-ma-decisionmadeclSlon.ma-
king

.- --

king into the open.. A short timetime-

laler
time-

laterlalerlater , House Democrats unveiledunveiled-
aa majorjor package of legislativelegislative-

refonn
legislative-

reformreformrefonn proposals .

Rep . Fred Brown , DFair-
banks

D-Fair-DFairD-FIIr-FIIrD-FairDFIIr-
banks

DFair-
banks

- --

banks , said the proposals werewere-

forged
were-

forgedforged becausebecauseMa""aaMa lot of us werewere-

concerned
were-

concernedconcernedrned about the publicpubhc andand-

the
and-

thethe press painting withwithaa broadbroad-

brush
broad-

brushbrush just bbecause of the actionsactions-

of
actions-

ofof one or two ielegislators; .>"
Senate Rules ChairmanChamnan TimTunTim-

Kelly
Tun-

KellyKelly , R-AnchorageRAnchorage- ,. said that In-

addition
inin-

additionaddition to the public outcryoutcry-
"anyone

outcry-
"anyone""anyoneanyone who'swhos'' been around

there for a while realized thattha-
tchangawerenecemryWltha

that-

changeschangeschangawerenecemryWlthachangawerenecemryWlthalackwere necessary ._" With aa-

lacklack of directiondbectlon and a lack ofof-

rules
of-

rulesrules thenthere is no reason " thatthat-

lawmaken
that-

lawmakerslawmakerslawmaken couldn'tcouldnt' take advant-

age
advantadvant-¬.-

age of the flexible rules againapIn..
Rep . DickDIcIt Randolph , --LFair-

banks
LFair-

banks
L-Fair-LFairL-Fair- -.

banksbanks,, blasted lawmakers for staItasta-

ging
sta-sta¬.-

gingBIni a ""dog-tnd-pony"dogdogtndpony"dog1lld-pony"dog1llddog1lld"dog-and-ponyand-- -- show "
toutingtoutlnl the need for Ieaislative-

refonn
legislativeIeaislativelegislative-

reform
-

reformrefonn , and not followingfoUOWII--I-IIIthr-
ouahthroughthrouah .

None of the HOUJeproposed-
measures

House-proposedHouseproposedHOUJe-proposedHOUJeHouseproposed-
measures --

measures became law thistJs seses-

sion
ses-ses_>-

lionsion , and the most lignlflCUlt-

changes
significantlignlflCUltsignificant-

changeschanges made to the rulesru1ea gover-

ning
goverlovergover-¬-

ningnlng legislative procedures won'twontwon't-
take

won't-
take

'
take effect until the 19831993 ses-

sion
sesses--ses-

sion
¬-

sion - at which time lawmakerslawmakers-
may

lawmakers-
maymay decide to make changes..

Rep . Tony VaskaVasJca , -D-BethelDBethel- ,

called the reforms ""aa joke . TheThe-

people
The-

peoplepeople who yelled the loudestloudest-

are
loudest-

areare resporesponsibleSlble for the biggestbiggest-

abuses
biggest-

abusesabuses now . "

He was referringrefemng to com-

plaints
com-

plaints
comcom-com¬-

plaints from RepublicansRepubhcans andand-

Libertarians
and-

libertariansLibertarians who iearly' In' the" ses-

sion
ses-sesses-

sion
--

sion blasted the Democratic lea-

dership
lea-

dership
lea-lea-

dership for running roughshodroughshod-
overover the minoritymlnonty .

But when a GOP-dominatedGOPdominatedGOPdominated-
coalJtlon

GOPdominated-
coalition

--
coalitioncoalJtlon ousted the DemocratIC-

leaderahip
DemocraticDemocratic-

leadershipleadershipleaderahip two weeks before thethe-

session
the-

sessionsession ended , members of thethe-

coalJtlon
the-

coalitioncoalitioncoalJtlon subjectedbJected the newnew-

minority
new-

mlnontyminoritymlnonty to nearly the samesame-

treatment
same-

treatmenttreatment the Republicans andand-

Libertanans
and-

LibertariansLibertanansLibertarians had complamedcomplained aa-

bout
a-a.-

bout ii-

Despite
earherearlier .

Despite pledges for more o-

penness
o-

penness
o-

penness
o-o-

penness in the legislature , a fewfew-

key
few-

keykey lawmakers and top aides toto-

Gov
to-

GovGov . Jay Hammond put togethertogether-
Inin private a $S765$765765$765mllhon$765millionmillionmllhon capital

budget . After someaome legislatelegislatorslegislators-

grumbled
legislators-

grumbledgrumbled about the closed-doorcloseddoordosed-doordoseddoseddoor-
process

doseddoor-
process

--
process.., House leadersleaden said keep-

ing
keepkeep-keep-

In
-¬-

ingIn& the public works ,. budgetbudget-
under

budget-
underunder wraps may have been aa-

mistake
a-

mistakemistake .
But Senate President JaImarl-

CerUula
JalmarJaImarJalmar-

KerttulaKerttulalCerUula , D-PalmerDPalmerD-PaImerPaImer-- , arguedUJUed thatthat-
he

that-
hehe ran oneODe of the most open Se-

niteiever
Se-

tateaever
Se-SeSo-So-So-

Dltea.ever

-

niteieverDltea.everDlteaevertateaever. ,. - - --- --
"""WeWe had a publicpublJc: consensusconsensua,,

not a caucusaucuscaucus.,". he said .
SomeSomesenatorssenators disagreeddlaaareeddisagreed-

however
,

-ioweverhowever-however_. :: , pointing out they rou-

tinely
rou-

tinely
rourou-¬-

tinely met in the legislativelegislative-

lounge
legislative-

loungelounge before floor sessionsaessIona toto-

discuss
to-

dscuadiscussdscua! bfflsbillabills slated for floor acac-

tion
ac-

tion
ac-ac¬-

tion . Debate and split votes werewere-

rare
were-

rarerare in the Senate .
KellyKeDy said he isII ""prettypretty muchmuch-

satisfied
much-

satisfiedsatisfied with the reforms.. WeWe-

handled
We-

handledhandled the two biggest abuses
- bOlbill strippingstipplng( and free confer-

ence
confer-

ence
conferconfer-¬-

ence committees . But I1 , don'tdontdon't-
think

don't-
think

'
think we got into the '-'- post-

'- post
p-

ost
'p-

ostWatergatepost-

Watergate
postpost--.

WatergateWaterpte syndrome and paraly-

zed
paralyparaly-¬.-

zed the legislature so much thatthat-

it
that-

t,)itt can'tcant' work ."

Senators did some -armtwis-
ting

arm-twisarmtwisarm-twis-armtwis-

tlnl
--¬-

tingtlnl to shove through the HouseHouse-

aa memeasuremeasuresure aimed at limitinglimitlnl thethe-

abuaea
the-

abusesabusesabuaea of free conference com-

mittees
comcom-com-

mittees
-¬-

mitteesmittees,, which are HouseSenate-
negotiating

HouseSenate-
negotiating

House-SenateHouseSenate---

negotiating teams appointed toto-

work
to-

workwork out compromisescomprollsel on legis-

lation
legislegis-legis-

lation
-¬-

lation .

_ _ _ fre1ently--thefre1entlythePresentlyPresently.-, the Iixmember-
panela

six-membersixmemberIix-memberIixsixmember-
panels

--
panelspanelspanela can rewrite a bill com-

pletely
c0m-

pletely
comc0m-c0mcom--¬-

pletely ,. adding or deleting ma-

terial
mama--ma-

terial

¬-

terial at winwill .
The rule change would limitlimit-

free
limit-

freefree conference committees toto-

appropriations
to-

appropriationsappropriations passed by eithereither-

the
either-

thethe House orM Senate . HHowever ,

the panels still could addaddmoneyimoneymoney-

to
money-

toto the budget needed to ccovercover-

new
cover-

newnew legislation approved dUMg-

the
duringdUMgduring-

thethe session .

But the rule changes does notnot-

take
not-

taketake effect until the 1983 ises-

sion
ses-ses-sesl-

IOn

-

lIOnsion , at whICh tunetime lawmakerslawmakers-
coul

lawmakers-
couldcoulcouldcoukLieject<tseJect_ eject the-the-thechangethe-changethechange-- change , promp-
ting

promppromp-promp-
ting

-¬-

ting Rep . Terry MartinMartm ,. RAnch-
orage

R-Anch-RAnchR.AnchRAnch-. -.
orage , to complaJncomplain that ""ifif we"rewerewe'rewe"re-

going
we're-

going

"'
going to do reform , we shouldshould-

.start
should-

start.,.startstart WithWithourselvesourselves..
"

LawmakersLawmaken also agreed toto-

halt
to-

halthalt the practice of bill stripping
- when one house gutsgutlaa bill andand-

replaces
and-

replacesreplaces it with almost totaDy-

new
totallytotaDytotally-

newnew matter .

But Brown said the rmjrm-

jchange

rulermjeee-

changechange has1w loopholes1oopb0les ""bigbig e-

nough
e-

nough
e-

nough
e-e-

nough to drive a truck through.."
. ThreeThree1tThree--ThreeThreehousepassed-"-1t1t"House-passed"HouseHousepassedhouse-passed- sep.ssedrefonnhousepassedreformsep.ssedsepssed:.- refonn-

bills
reformrefonnreform-

billsbills were lodged10dged inI Senate com-

mittees
comcom-com-

mittees
-¬-

mittees when senators called itit-

quits
it-

quitsquits for the session .

The bills would make manda-

rdkeeping
manda-

tory
manda-

tory
manda-manda-

tory certain record.teepingrecordteepingrecord-keepingrecordkeepingrd-keepingrdkeeping-. ppro-

cedures
pro-propro-

cedures
--

cedures for legislative comrmtteescommitteescomrmttees-
set

committees-
setset up IegJslativelegislative contracting re-
quirements

ro-rore-rero-

quimnents
-

quimnentsquirements,, and broaden the fi-

nancial
fl-flfi-fifl-

nanCJal

--

nanoalnanCJalnancial infoInfonnatJoninformation publJcpublic offl-offloflioffl-
CJals

oflic-

lass
-

cialsCJalsclass must disclose .

Another bill stalled Inm thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse by eXelUlVeextensive! committeecommittee-
work

committee-
workwork would set standards of-

conduct
of-

conduct
of

conduct for public officials:,,, inmin-

cluding
in-in¬.-

cludingeluding lawmakers , the governorgovernor-

and
governor-

andand heutenantlieutenant governornor , and ap-

ploye
ap-

pointed
ap-apap-

pomted
--

pomtedpointed officers and employeesemployees-
of

ploye
of state agencies and munICipal-

ities
munICipali-munICipali -

ties..


