
Study of school becomes study of dropouts
By LOUISE DONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSERDONHAUSER-
TundnTtiMiTundraTundnTtiMiTmTimes. Staff-

Plans

StiffStaffStiff-

PlantPlantPlans to dodoaia feasibility studystudy-

on
study-

onon establishingatablJshing a Native optional-
high

optional-
high

optional
high ichoolIcltoolschool In Anchorage havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen ihortstoppedshortstopped because thethe-

state
the-

statestate Legislature didn'tdidntdldn'tdldnt' fund thethe-

study
the-

studystudy but another study ,. thisthis-

one
this-

oneone conducted by the Anchor-

age
Andlor-

age
AnchorAndlor-AndlorAnchor-¬-

age ichoolschool districtdlstrlt ,. will be con-

ducted
con-

ducted
concon-¬-

ducted to find out why NatIV-

estudenll
NativeNative-

studentsstudentsstudenll drop out of schoolschool-

before
school-

beforebefore graduating..

Anchorase'sAnchorasesAnchorage'sAnchorages' Nath'eNatheNative' EducallonEducationEducallon-
Coalition

Education-
CoalitionCoalition tried to get SI5100,00051000005100,000-
from

5100,000-
from

00,00000000,

from the Legislature to do a fea-

sibility
fea-

sibility
fea-fea-

sibditysibility study but the Legislature

rejected the billbili .

AlA! Adams who opposed thethe-
bill

the-
billbill said he thought an alter-

native
alter-

native
alteralter-¬-

native high school was a duplica-

tion
duplica-

tion
duplicaduplica-¬-

tion of serviceslervices already offeredoffered-
by

offered-
byby the Cook Inlet NativeNallve AssociAssoci-Associ-
allon

-¬.

ationallon offered .. He said CINA WIl-
Ssupposed

wasWIlSwas-

supposedsupposed to have servicesservices thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould resemble inan alternativealternative-
high

alternative-
high"high" h school..

But he saidsaKi the bill had somesome-

merits
some-

meritsmerits to it although he didn'tdidntdidn't-
specify

didn't-
specify

'
specify what the mentsmerits were .

Jackie GuzialekGuZ1alekGuzulek , Native Edu-

cation
Edu-

cation
Edu-

tion
Edu-Edu-

cationtion Coalition chatrpenonchairperson ,
Slidsaid1 ""II sit on the CINA board ofofof-

directors
of-

duecton. . .duectondirectors andj jI oondon'tdont>', know ofohnyohnys-

uch
anyany-

s

any-

suchsuch services that ares available . "

Esther Combs,, CINA penon-
nel

person-
nel

personpenon-penonperson-¬-

nel director said ""II1 was ratherrather-

puzzled
rather-

puzzledpuzzledpuzzled by that statement be-

caUIe

be-

cause
be-

use
be-be-

caUIecauseuse we don'tdont' have what couldcould-
be

could-
bebe termed an alternative school.."

She saidd CINA'sCINAs' services areare-

mainly
are-

mainlymainly tutoring and providingproviding-

cultural
providing-

culturalcultural information to NatIV-
estudents

NativeNative-

studentsstudents..

The Anchorage school dIStrict-

study
districtdistrict-

studystudy is to determine if there areare-

one
are-

oneone or more commonion factors-

which
facton-

which
factorsfactonfactors-

whichwhich make Native students-
drop

students-
drop

students
drop out before graduation .

ContractorsContracton for the schoolschool-

dIStrict
school-

districtdistrict will interviewintervlCw 100 drop-

outs
drop-dropdrop-

outs
---

outs to find out what problemsproblems-
they

problems-
theythey encounter during high

schoolschoolandand why they droppeddroppe-
dout

dropped-

outout..
The study willw1ll also try toto-

find
to-

fmdfindfmdfmdoutfindoutout if the students went onon-

to
on-

toto receive other training.. TheThe-

school
The-

schoolschool districtdistnct is also hoping thethe-

study
the-

studystudystudyw1llstudywillw1llwill answer the questIOnquestIOn'-

IS''isis there anything the school dts-

trict
disdlS-dlSdts-dtsdlS-

tnct
-¬-

tricttnct can do ? ' Harry J . DonahueDonahue-
and

Donahue-
andand Bruce Tideman are concontrac-
ted

contrac-
ted

contrac-contrac-

ted to conduct the interviinterviews.,
accordinganting to Ray FentonFenlon .

JacklCJackie GUZJaIekGuzialek,, NallVeNative Edu-

catIOn
Edu-

cation
Edu-Edu-

catIOn Coalition chaupenonchairperson ,

wdsaidd the dropout study wouldwould-

"tell
would-

"tell""telltell us where we can start . " SheShe-

said
She-

wdsaidwd the coalition agreed to taketake-

off
take-

offoff for July and August . She said

she thought the alternative billbill-

was
bill-

waswas going to passpan and she added .
""IfIf here is any other additionaladditional-
manICs

additional-
moniesmoniesmanICs we wSlwill havenave to pursuepursue-

those
pursue-

thosethose avenues ." She saidsaKI thethe-

coalitIOn
the-

coalitioncoalition also is waitingwllltmg for 1-
0formation

inin-

formation
10-10in-in¬-

formation on other fundingfundlOgfunding-

sources
fundlOg-

sourcessourceslurces for the study .

NativeNallve Caucus president PatPat-

Anderson
Pat-

AndersonAnderson saidsatd the Caucus hasn'thasnthun'IhunIhasn't-

taken
hun'It-

aken
'

taken a positIOn oni the highhigh-

school
high-

school
high-

schoolschool yet.. He said , """"UntilUntil thethe-

legislative
the-

legislativelegislative session'
> starts ( inm

1981)1981) , II'SIISit'sits' not crucialfucial we ( Ihe-

caucus
theIhethe-

caucuscaucustucus ) do anythinganythmg ."" But hehe-

Slid
he-

saidSlidsaid somethmgsomething has 10to be done 10in10-

the
in-

thethe ""educationeducation arena " and thethe-

Caucus
the-

CaucusCaucus will contcontmuecontinue to look forfor-

solutions
for-

solutionssolutionslutions..


