
Editorial-Editorial-
EditorialThe

The evolving pattern ofof-

village

of-

villagevillage AlaskaAjaskaAlaska-Alaska-AlaskaW-
e're

,
We'reWere' going to shoot from the hip ,, just a little .

The Federal-StateFederalState- Land Use Planning Commission rere-rere-

cen
re-

cently
¬-

centlycen tly sentsen t us a list of publications that their staff has prepre-prepre-

pared
pre-

pared
¬-

pared on a wide variety of land policy issues in Alaska .

One of these is entitled , "TheThe" Evolving Pattern of VillageVillage-
Alaska

Village-
Alaska .Alaska .

"
We confess that we have not read the entire reportreport-

although
report-

although( althoughalthoughwewe have ordered itit)) ; what we did readreadwaswas thethe-

excerpt
the-

excerptexcerpt quoted to explain what the report is about :

". . .inin...inin. spitesp e of all the new and complex influencesinfluences-
which

influences-
whichwhich have fallen upon Village Alaska since 1971 ( datedate-
of

date-
ofof the Alaska Native Claims Settlement ActAct)) , five well-wellwell-

established
well-

established
well-

established
-

established historical trends are likely to continue for aa-

generatIOn
a-

generationgeneration or more : (1)1( I ) Net migration of Natives to thethe-

largest
the-

largestlargest cities willwillaccelerateaccelerate for another decadedecade(2)decade2decade(2)-
Within

decade(2)-
Within

... . (2)2( )
Within Village Alaska , the larger places will continue toto-

grow
to-

growgrow more than the smaller *'' onesones(3)ones3, ... .C3( ")) Village life willwill-

continue
will-

continuecontinue to become more urban in style and more closelyclosely-

interconnected
closely-

interconnectedinterconnected with the major citiescities(4)cities4. ... (4)4( ) VillageVilIage life willwiIIwiI-

Icontinue
wil-

lcontinuecontinue to become more dependent upon outside sources-

for
sourcessources-

forfor cash incomeincome(5)income5... .(5)5( ) Those sources of earnedearnedcashcash incomeincome-

inin the Villages will continue to be highly seasonal . . . "

We are certainly in no position to dispute the facts asas-

they
as-

theythey were so briefly presented in the news release . But wewe-

fear
we-

fearfear that all of these assertions , which imply a degradationdegradation-

oror erosion ofofvillagevillage life that we feel is simply not takingtaking-

place
taking-

placeplace , may be misunderstood or misused by those who , forfor-

one
for-

oneone reason or another , wish to see the fabric of rural AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka

¬-

ka torntom apart..

Of course , it is possiblepossihle that the authors of the comcom-com-

mission
com-

mission

¬-

mission study , William Alonso and Edgar Rust of BerkeleyBerkeley-

Planning
Berkeley-

PlanningPlanning Associates , would find our observations mostmost-

unscientific
most-

unscientificunscientific ; we will let the readers judge for themselvesthemselves-

the
themselves-

thethe thoughts we present to support the contention thatthat-

village

that-

villagevillage Alaska is experiencing a dramatic growth in itsits-

ability
its-

abilityability to survive and direct its own future-

The
futurefuture-

The
future-

TIle
:

-TheThe-TIleTIle- Carter Administration , through several spokesspokes-spokes-

men
spokes-

men

¬-

men , has put itself behind the concept of strengtheningstrengthening-
local

strengthening-
locallocal tribal governments through the continued exerciseexercise-

of
exercise-

ofof its Native American trust responsibility and implemenimplemen-implemen-

tation
implemen-

tation

¬-

tation of the policy of self-determinationselfdeterminationself-detenllinationdetenllinationself-deterniinationdeterniinationselfdetermination-
Many

selfdetenllination-
Many

selfdeterniination-
Many

-- .

-ManyMany- Alaskan villages , either through their own-

initiative
ownown-

mitiativeinitiativemitiative or with assistance from state agencies , havehave-

undertaken

have-

undertakenundertaken the formationfonnation of local municipal governments .

These have taken the formfohn of boroughs andaild first and se-

cond
sese-sese-

cond

¬-

cond class cities that can contribute significantly to propro-pro-

tecting
pro-

tecting

¬-

tecting locallo al and traditional ways and valuesvalues-

In

values-

In

values-

In

.

--InIn- - conjunction with local governrrjentgovernment initiativeslI1itiatives , thethe-

fonnation

the-

formationformationfonnation of a scorecore of regional school districts hashas-

brought
has-

broughtbrought the regulation of rural education where it belongs ,

in the ]handslands ofofruralrural people whose children are receiving-

the
receivingreceiving-

thethe education .

educationThe
-TheThe- subject ofofeducationeducation brings to mind many enen-enen-

counters

en-

counters

¬-

counters , many conversations this writer has had with thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage people who count the most-themostthe- youth of ruralrural-

Alaska

rural-

AlaskaAlaska . Berkeley Planning AssociatesAssociatls< may have found aa-

net

a-

netnet migration of Native people from village to city , butbut-

they

but-

theythey were not talking to the same people we rub elbowselbows-

with

elbows-

withwith .

Many ,, many young people ,, born and raised in thethe-

little

the-

littlelittle towns , are goinggOll1g back , as soon as they finish school ,

few of the tools neededneeded-

to
as soon as they have acquired a

to lead the fightfigh t to preserve rural Alaska the way theythey-

like

they-

like

they-

likelike it-ruralitrural- .
.

J.R.RJR.RJRR.. .. ..


