
IInn D.CDC. . District CourtCo-

urtJudge
\

Judgeii irff 1/111/ 1hearsn6aiS$ Beaufort S3saleilf9S3C* Ifle; SuisuitsM ilf9
.

A finalfmal hearing on a suitsui-
tbythe

sui-
tbytheby'thebytheby-thebythe'- North Slope NativeNative-
and

Native-
andand environmental groupsgroups-

against
groups-

againstagainst the Beaufort SeaSea-

Lease
Sea-

LeaseLease Sale will be heard in-

Federal
in-

Federal
in-in-'

Federal District Court inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . , on Thurs-

day
Thurs-

day
ThursThurs-¬-

day , January 3 .

Three separate lawsuitslawsuits-
were

lawsuits-
werewere filed in federal courtcourt-
in

court-
inin November to stop thethe-
leasing

the-
leasingleasing . The first , filed onon-

November
on-

NovemberNovember 21 , was broughtbrought-
against

brought-
againstagainst the Interior Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

SecreSecre-¬-
tary by the NorthNorth-NorthSlope"- SlopeSlope-
Borough

Slope-
BoroughBorough , the Alaska Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

EskiEski-¬-
mo Whaling Commission ,

Eben Hopson , Sr . , and JaJa-

cob
Ja-

cob
Ja-Ja¬-

cob Adams .
.

Environmental organiza-
tions

organiza-
tions

organizaorganiza-¬-
tions , including the Nation-
al

Nation-
al

NationNation-¬-
al Wildlife Federation ,
Greenpeace of Alaska andand-

Trustees
and-

TrusteesTrustees for Alaska , filedfiled-
suit

.

suit November 23 to halthalt-
all

halthalt-
allall leasing in the BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea . The first suit had askedasked-
for

asked-
forfor a stop to leasing ofof-

tracts
of-

tractstracts beyond the barrier isis-

lands
is-

lands
is-is¬-

lands of the Beaufort .

On November 27 , thethe-
Village

the-
VillageVillage of Kaktovik MayorMayor-
Archie

Mayor-
ArchieArchie K . Brower filed suitsuit-
in'the

suit-
in'the''- the

t-

heinin'theinthe same court to ask forfor-
aa complete stop ' to thethe-
Beaufort

the-
BeaufortBeaufort leasing .

The three cases were com-
bined

com-
bined

comcom-¬-
bined and heard by Federal

District Court Judge AuAu-

brey
Au-

brey
Au-Au¬-

brey Robinson in Washing-
ton

Washing-
ton

WashingWashing-¬-
ton . Robinson issued his o-

pinion
o-

pinion
o-

pinion
o-o-

pinion on a requestrequest for aa-

preliminary
a-

preliminarypreliminary injunction onon-

December
on-

DecemberDecember 7 .

In his opinion , RobinsonRobinson-
said

RobPtsonRobPtson-
saiqsaidsaiqsaid, the Native and environ-
mentalistshad

environ-
mentalistshad

environ-environenvironenviron-¬-
mentalists-hadmentalistshad- made a ""sub-
stantial

"sub-
stantial

"subsub"sub-¬-
stantial showing" that thethe-
sale

the-
salesale was in violation of sev-
eral

sev-
eral

sevsev-¬-
eral federal laws and thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Interior Secretray'sSecretrays' apap-
proval

ap-
proval

ap-ap¬-
proval of the sale waswas-
"arbitr

was-
"arbitrary""arbitrarbitr"arbitraryarbitraryry and capricious . "
The judge however , allow-

ed
allow-

ed
allowallow-¬-

ed thethe-thesale"- sale to proceed , say-say- '.

ingsayingthat he reserved the popo-
wer

po-
wer

po-po¬-
wer to cancel and of

the federal leases , and sche-
duled

sche-
duled

schesche-¬-
duled a finalfmal hearing on thethe-
lawsuits

the-
lawsuitslawsuits for January 3 .

The November 21 BoBo-

rough
Bo-

rough
Bo-Bo¬-

rough lawsuit argues thatthat-
the

that-
thethe sale is in violation ofof-
federal

of-
federalfederal Trust ResponsibilityResponsibility-
toto Natives , that the sale is inin-

violation
in-

violationviolation of the EndangeredEndangered-
Species

Endangered-
SpeciesSpecies Act becausebecause of dan-
ger

dan-
ger

dandan-¬-
ger to bowheadbowheadwhaleswhales , thatthat-

tfie
that-

tfietRetfie sale will harm otherother-
marine

other-
marinemarine mammals , and thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Secretary'sSecretarys' approval of-

the
ofotot-

thethe leasing is contrary to rere-

quirements
re-

quirements
re-re¬-

quirements of ththe NationalNational-
Environmental

National-
EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtectionProtection-
A.ct

Protection-
Act,.ActA.ct .

The November 23 environenviron-envron-envron! ¬-

mentalists suit charges thethe-
sale

the-
salesale is in violation of thethe-
Endangered

the-
EndangeredEndangered Species Act ,
and alsks for a halt to allall-

Beaufort
all-

BeaufortBeaufort leasing . _
The November 27 Kakto-

vik
Kakto-

vik
KaktoKakto-¬-

vik Village lawsuit containscontains-
the

contains-
thethe same arguments as thethe-
Borough

the-
BoroughBorough suit , but also sayssays-

the
says-

thethe sale is in violation of thethe-
Outer

the-
OuterOuter Continental ShelfShelf-
Lands

Shelf-
LandsLands Act because of inin-

complete
in-

complete
in-in¬-

complete environmentalenvironmental-
studies

environmental-
studiesstudies and lack of concernconcern-
for

concern-
forfor the welfare of Native vilvil-

lagers
vil-

lagers
vil-vil¬-

lagers . That lawsuit alsoalso-

challenges
also-

challengeschallenges the Secretary'sSecretarysSecretary's-
decisi

Secretary's-
decision

'
decisidecision:m to allow the StateState-
of

State-
ofof Alaska to lease the Din-
kum

Din-
kum

Din-
kum

Din-Din-

kum Sands tracts of thethe-
ea.BB.$Seaxjforealfaxt - _ _ , . .
Attorneys; +rsrs10i1-10i110i1forforforthethe NativesNatives-

and
;tives '- - - --

and environmentalists werewere-
encouraged

were-
encouragedencouraged by the Decem-
ber

Decem-
ber

DecemDecem-¬-
ber 7 opinionopinionandopinion-.andopinion.andopinion.andand--.-andand are hope-
ful

hope-
ful

hopehope-¬-
ful that the Beaufort SeaSea-

sale
Sea-

salesale will be cancelled afterafter-
the

after-
thethe finalfmal hearing in Washing-
ton

Washing-
ton

WashingWashing-¬-
ton .,

The judge'sjudges' opinion saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe Interior Secretary hashas-

not
has-

notnot ""insuredinsured that the salesale-
will

sale-
willwill not jeopardize thethe-
bowhead's

the-
bowhead'sbowhead'sbowheads' existence , thatthat-
an

that-
anan ""IrretrievableIrretrievable commit-
ment

commit-
ment

commitcommit-¬-
ment of resources " willwill-

have
will-

havehave occurred before a biobio-

logical
bio-

logical
bio-bio¬-

logical opinion about thethe-
sale

the-
salesale has been issued , andand-
that

and-
thatthat a substantial showingshowing-
ofof violation of the NaNa-

tional
Na-

tional
Na-Na¬-

tional Environmental Pol-

icy
Pol-

icy
PolPol-¬-

icy Act was mademade by thethe-
plaintiffs

the-
plaintiffsplaintiffs .

( See BEAUFORT , Page Four)



BeaufortBeaufortContinued
(Continued from Page One )

Judge Robinson also saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat hihah,} felt the sale is ilil-
legal

il-

legal
il-il¬-

legal , although this is notnot-
aa finalfmal decision .

Meanwhile , lawsuits filedfiled-

in
filed-

inin Alaskan courts againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe Beaufort Sale by thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough , EbenEben-
Hopson

Eben-
HopsonItheIHopson , Sr . , and JacobJacob-

See

Jacob-

See

Jacob-

See(See BEAUFORTBEAUF9RT , Page Five )


