
BLMBLMconveyedconveyed 13.6136. millionffi"onffion" acres of Native lands
.

The Bureau of Land Manage-

ment
ManageManage-.-

ment, ,. . . . ,. custodIantuJ . , , . .. . . for. , .much.nuchofthenuchofthe.nuchofthef-
ederal

of thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal land in10 Alaska and thethe-

agency
the-

agencyagency responsibleL for NativeNative-

and
Native-

and
Native-

anuandanuandstatestatesiaic conveyances ,. reportsreports-
aa recordrecordnumbernumber of acresacres-
changed

acres-
changedchanged hands duringdunng 19791979-

Most

1979-

MostMost of the land ,. about 77666-

'million.'millIOn'million" acres ., was received by 33939-

Native
39-

nd '""alIVealIVeNative villages andnd 5 regionalregiona-
lcorporations

reglOna-

l'rporatlOns
reglOnal-reglOnal"-,'rporatlOnsrporatlOnscorporations' under termsns of thethe-

I

the-
IQIIQ/IQIQNative" /II] ""IallveIallveNative Claims Settlement-
Act

jttlementSettlementjttlement-
ArtArtAct In additionaddllton ,. the state rere-

ceived

re-

ceived
re-re¬-

ceived about I155 million .a.res-
dUring

acresa.resaresacres-

duringduring the vear-

Most

yearvearyear-

Most

year-

MrMrMost, t rrof, ihthe. \landA ., about 55mllmil-

ceived
mll-

lion
mll-

uon
mil-milmll-mll-

uonlion acres ., was receivedceived by 7575-

NativeNativeat.veatve. corporationsji.iu.Misjiiu.MisjiiuMis. . under termsterms-
of

terms-
ototof Ihethe 1971 NaliveNallveNative Claims Sel-

llemenl
Set-

ilcmcni
Set-

tlement
Set-SetSel-Sel-

ilcmcnillemenltlement Act In additionaddillon , thethe-

"Jle
the-

Male"slate"JleJleMale received about 1I 5 mmil-

hor

mil-

hot
mil-mil-.

liohothor' Jceacres, ' during the yearyear-
The

year-
The

year-
TheThe BLBLM'sBLMsBL1's\\1's1's1s' priority businessbusmessbusiness-

during
busmess-

durtndurtnduring 198019XO1980will19XOwilicontmuewillwilicontmuecontinue to10 bebe-

IJIJ1.11,11.11111111,191111911., ,d L.invrvancesLinvrvancesconveyances. StateSlate Director
( unnrtunIe'--IeIeMLbee""eeee said he expects (thethe-
pace

the-

rJCe

he

rJCepacei-cricr- 10to. . . hckpIckpIckup, , up andandcreandereerecre IllsI1tshishis-

9instance'"'Usistani.eUsistani.eUsistanie9instance''''JnceJnce. Secretary of the InIn-

tenor
In-

terlOI

In-In¬-

teriorterlOItenor ( .,.uvuvuu\uuMartin\,, MartinMarlm wilhwith the ne.-

c

ne-

.essin
ne-

cssir
ne-ne-

..cccssir\cssir.essinessincssirincreases" If\If\Ifrnueases\ increasesrnueases in staffstaffandandand-

'undinI
and-

'undtn''undinIundinI'undtn1cunditiL'undtnundtn, \\1c1cMcVeeVee added ,.
""currenl-

"r
"currentcurrent"currenlcurrenl"current-

protecnnns""rrpmiccprotecnnns' ''IceIce lionsIons, for 119801980are980 are to reachreach-

J

reach-
aaJ toulIOIJItotalIOIJIoftotalofof 20O million acres con-
ceCd

con-
ceied

concon-¬-

venedce\CdceCdceiedceCdunderceiedunder\ under ANCSA andandwewe exex-

pec

ex-

peelpecpeelI uh >', processrrocess an additionaladdlhonaJadditional-
II111 s, mllhonmillion dcresacres for the state

."
The 1979 figures bnngbring tolaltotaltolal-

conle
total-

LoniesancesconleLoniesances' Jnces to village andandrere-

'onJI
re-

eional
re-re-

eional'onJIlorporatlonseionalcorporations''onJIonJI lorporatlonscorporations 10to nearlynearly-

13f
nearly-

II13f,, " 11I1honnilhon Jeresacres almost oneone-

thrd
one-

tl1Jtl1Jthr-dthrdthrdof'- otof the 4444IHllhonIHllhonmillion they areare-

Jlloled
are-

alliedJlloledallied under the SettlementSettlemen-
tct

Settlement-
Act-\-\ctctAct TheThelI\\lIlIAct ent'llesentllesentitles' the regIOnregIOn-
JI

region-
alJIalJI.o'I"JI.onsalorpiritions..o'I"JI.onsoIJI.onsoIJIonsorpiritions' ")" . to receive thethe-

subsurface, ''UUsubsurface""lTtJcelTtJce rights 10to these 44 mdmilmil-

lion1,010lion, " JlreSacres The AllAct also entItiesentitlesentIties-
thl

entitles-
chithlchi flrceronatonJlcorp"dllonsrceronatcorporations" ,onJlcorpcorporations<""dllonsdllons to sursur-

face
sur-sur.-

tJceface .JnJ.n(1.n1n1mci( subsurfdosuhsurfdcesubsurface ownershipownership-
"t

ownership-
of""ttof Inan additionalJdd1l"malJdd1lmal" 16 mllhonmillion acreacresacres-
"t"ot"tt ""hllhhllhchilliiich aboutJhout S'ii' ,mllhonmillion acresacres-

ItJlt
acres-

hairItJlthair'' beeneen ,onveyedconveyed to date
7 1( 'ncciances'<> JlkeS t10" the stdtestate since-i since-

itirihnod
smcesincei/ "itirihnoditirihnodvia, IIdIIdno, " " , novia" total 3737milmilmil-

I

mil-

lineIline, , , JdeSacres 01Dl thIS ' 168 mil-

lion

mll-

h"n
mll-mllmil-mil-

h"nhnlion" ..de\.deicres.deJre\ Jreare tenlatlvelytentatively appro-
Jlld

appro-
d

appro-

iid
appro-appro-

.iidiidand, d Jlldandd :':0020 2 millionmllhon acresdues areare-

I'JI"led
ar-

epitnied',I'JI"ledIJIledpitnied, " d I'nderInderl'nderlnderUnder' the StatehoodStatehoo-
dl

Statehood-
Ac-\-\llAc Ih111Ln, 'state'laIclaIcGate is entitledent.tledenttled. to 104104-
milli

104-
rntlllrntlllmilli ,mn JdeaLrc .,

ThThettlernent\\ettlernentettlernentSettlement Act authorlledauthorized

the largest pnvateprivate land transfertransfer-
in10in U S history , directingdlrectmg convey-

ice
convey-

ance
convey-convey -.

anceice of 44 million acres and-

aJmost
and-

almost
andand-

almostalmostaJmost a biFbIllIon dollarsJ " - - - -to- AJaskaAlaskaAJaska-

Natives
Alaska-

Natives

- -

Natives .

""BLM'sBLMs' responsibibtiesresponSIbilities underunder-
ANCSA

under-
ANCSA

under-
ANCSAANCSA are stisti-

McVee
staggenngstaggering ," sayssays-

McVee
says-

McVeeMcVee ""WeWe are responsibleresponSlble for-

fulfilling
for-

fulmlmg
forfor-

fulfillingfulfillingfulmlmg 17 of the 27 sectionssecllons ofof-

the.
""the Act

BLM is responsible for Intenm-
management

interim-
management

intenminterim
managementlent of Native selectedselected.-

A

selected-
lands

selected-
landslands \\.A.A. . . , Of selectselectIOnselectIOn-
applicatIOns

selection-
applications

, adjudICation , ,,,,
applicatIOns , easement. . . , ent Idenllidentifi-identifiIdentifl-Identifll-l-

cationcationconveyancetion , -conveyance-conveyance of title andand-

surveying
and-

surveyingsurveying under the Act .

Although the Act calls for ""im-
mediate

"imim"unun"im-¬.-
mediate conveyance ," the firstfustfirst-
round

fust-
roundround of village se1ecbons-

weren't
selectionsse1ecbonsselections-

weren'tweren'twerent' due untilunlll December
1974 . Before making selections ,
the NativeNallve peoples had to firstfirst-

organize
first-

organizeorganize regionalregtonal and villagevillae! cor-

poratIOns
cor-

porations
cor-

tions
cor-cor-

poratIOnstions , elect boards of direc-
evaluate

direc-
tors

direc-direc-.
tors , evaluate the lands andand-

resources
and-

resourcesresources and fileme their apph-
nil

appli-

cations
appli-

cations
apph-apphappli-appli-

cations > ,. nilallallWltlunallwithinwithinWltlun three years .

BLMBI.MBIM. also had to geargearupgear-upgearup---upup to hanNan ¬.

dledie the massive job . In BLMBLM'sBLMsBLM's-

Branch

BLM's-

Branch

't
Branch of Lands and MInerals-

OperatIons
MineralsMinerals-

OperationsOperations , the land law exam-

iners
exim-

iners
exim-eximexmnexam-exam-.

inersmen staff grew from eight In
1971 to 55 in 1977 .

Between March 1974 and DeDe-

cember
De-De¬.-

cember 1978 , the agency con-

veyed
concon-¬.-

veyed 5.959. mfluonmillion acres to NativeNative-

corporations
Native-

corporationscorporations .., Progress was slowslow-

because
slow-

becausebecause of the intricacies of thethe-

conveyance
the-

conveyanceconveyance process and litiga-

tion
litigalitiga-¬.-

tiontlon over villagewlage eligibilityellgtbility andand-

easements
and-

easementseasements .

The eligibility of 11III1 villagesvillages-

was

villages-

waswas argued in court and the U.SUS.. .

CircuitCncwt Court of AppealsAppeala inin-

Washington
in-

WashmgtonWashingtonWashmgton ,. D.CDC. . instructed thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary to make eligibilityeligt'bilityeligtbilityeligibility-

determinations
eligt'bility-

determinatIons 'determinations . The eligibilityeligibility-

ofof villages , pending as a resultresult-

of

result-

ofof litigationbllgallon , will finallyfmally be deter-

mined
deterdeter-¬.-

minedmmed by the Secretary of thethe-

Intenor
the-

InteriorInteriorIntenor of by amendatory legislegis-legis-

lallon
-¬. .

lationlallon in the d-2d2d.2d2-. bill .

The most controversial part ofof-

the
of-

thethe adjudication process is easeease-ease-
ment

-¬.
ment identificationtdentificatlOn , accordaccording109 toto-

McVee
to-

McVeeMcVee . Under ANCSA , the Sec-

retary
SecSec-¬-.

retary was to reserve publicpublic-

easements
public-

easementseasements ""asas he determinesdetermines-
necessary

determmesdetermmes-
necessarynecessary ." Two secretarialsecretarial-

orders
secretarial-

ordersorders ISSued in 1976 providedprovided-

guidelines
provided-

guidelmesguidehnguidehnofguidelmesguidelines for the establishmentestablishment-
ofof local easements and policypolicy-

for
policy-

for_<for- easementnent rejectionreservation forfor-

tion
for-

transportation
for-

transportationtransportationtion of federally-

owned
federally-

owned
federally-federally -.

owned energy , fuel and naturalnatural-

resources
natural-

resourcesresources . Easements completedcompleted-
pnor

completed-
priorpriorpnor to those ordersorden werewere-

brought
were-

broughtbrought mtointo comphancecompliance withwith-

the
with-

thethe new gUidelmesguidelines .

In May 1976 , the Alaska Fed .
eralloneration of Natives and S1Xsix region-

al
regionregion-.-

aIal corporations medfiled suit againstagains-
tIntenor

against-

interiorIntenorinterior Conveyances were sus-

pended
sus-sussus-

pended
--

pended , stopping just shortshort.ofi-
nterim

short.ofshortof. ofof-

mterimmteriminterim conveyance . EventuallyEventually-
agreements

Eventually-
agreementsagreements were signed betweenbetween-
some

between-
somesome corporationscorporallons and Interior

which allowedowed conveyances 10toto-

continue
10-

continue
10

continue pending the outcomeoutcome-
of

outcome-
ofofoflitigatioolitlgatloDlitigation .,

Judge JameJamesJamevon-'-vonvon'YOnYOn derller HeydtHeydt-

ruled
Heydt-

ruledruled in ''USUS'U.sU.s. , District Court In-

Anchorage
inin-

AnchorageAnchorage against InteriorInterior'sInteriors*'!. pos-

ition
pospos-¬.-

itionillon on easements . New ease-

ments
easeease-¬.-

ments guidelines were developeddeveloped-
and

developed-
andand regulations were published .

BLM fcis now trying to bring ease-

ments
easeease-¬.-

mentsmenta established under the oldold-

regulations
old-

regulationsregulations into conformance .

Areas of high ''-priority
p-

riority'-priority
p-

riority'-priority
p-

riority ,. tuchsuch asas-

those
as-

thosethose to be used by recreation-
ists

recreatlon-
ists

recreation-recreationrecreatlon-recreatlonrecreation-
ists

-

ists , are being processedprocessedasasas-

quickly
as-

quicklyquickly as possible .

The ;biggeste-

h: changegn':=occurred: :in -
nud-1978nud1978md-1978md) - I when a massive reor-

ganization
reorreor-¬-

ganizationganJzatlon of BLM-AlaskaBLMAlaskaBLM.AlaskaBLMAlaska-. tooktook-

place
took-

placeplace as ia result of recom-

mendations
recomrecom-¬.-

mendationsmendatlons by Assistance Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
SecSec-¬-

retary Guy Martin .

A new ANCSA DivisionDMSlon waswas-

created
was-

createdcreated on July I1 , 1978 . In OcOc-

tober
Oc-Oc-. '

tober , Judy KarnminsKammInsKamsnins AlbeitzAlbeitz-

was
Albeitz-

waswas named division chief withwith-

staff
with-

staff
withaa

staff of 60 ., Bob Arnold waswas-

named
was-

namednamed &assistant&SSIStantSSIStant joto the statestate-

dnector.ANCSA
state-

dtrectorANCSAdirector-ANCSAdirectorANCSAdnector.ANCSAdnectorANCSAdtrector-ANCSAdtrector-. 1inin November .

In the year since thethereorganizareorganiza-

tion
reorganizareorganiza-¬.-

tiontlOn , ANCSA conveyances havehave-

equaled
have-

equaledequaled the acres conveyedconveyed-
between

conveyed-
betweenbetween 1974 and 1978 .

Much of the final determin-
ation

determindetermlndetermin- ¬.-
ation for both Native and statestate-

selectionselection:cA
restrusve::with=completion

&
t ofof-

thethe field survey . This has requi-

red
requirequi-¬-

red the BLM'sBLMs' Division of Cad-

astral
CadCad-¬.-

astral Survey to undertake thethe-

most
the-

mostmost sophisticated and massivmassivemassive-
cadatral

massive-
eadatralcadatraleadatral surveying program inin-

history
in-

historyhistory .

The division is keepingkeepingupupupwithwithwith-

the
with-

thethe selection process .

Projections for 1980 call forfor-

nearly
for-

nearlynearly 2.525. mmillionllon acres to bebe-

surveyed
be-

surveyedsurveyed for possible NatIV-

econveyance

NativeNative-

conveyanceconveyance and about. 1.515. milmil-

lion
mil-mil¬.-

lion for future state selection . -


