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first ofofaa series -

The '''OtherOtherOgler VVillageVe- e' Revisited
By HAROLD S1'ARCK-

Editor's
SPARCKS1'ARCKS1ARCKSPARCK-

Editor's
'

Editor'sEditors' Note - The writer is Director of Nu-
nam

Nu-
nam

Nu-
nam

Nu-Nu-
nam KitlutsistiKltlutslstlKitlutsirti .,

""ProtectorsProtectors of the Land ,,"" ofof-
the

of-
thethe A VCP-CalistaVCPCalistaVCP-CallStaCallSta- Region This series is a sese-

quel
se-sese-

quel
-¬-

quel to ""TheThe Other Village " published in thisthis-
newspaper

this-
newspapernewspaper is 1977 The series discusses thethe-
effect

the-
effecteffect of dependence on imported , highhigh-costhighcosthighcoste-
nergy

-<-QstQst-

energenergyenerg} on subsistence lifestyles of the region'sregionsregion's-
vIllages

region's-
villages

'
villages
villagesIn

In recent yeanyears , compassion and legislativelegislative-

action
legislative-

actionaction by both the State of Alaska and thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal legislative bodies have keyed on sup-

porting
supsup-sup-

I

sup-
portmg

-¬-
I

portingportmg the rural Alaskan lifestyleI1festyle . ThroughThrough-
specific

Through-
specificspecific State legislation , and in pending fedfed-

eral

fed-

eral
fed-fedfedI¬-

I

'
eral -D-2D20-20- legislation , rural people who supportsupport-

theirtheir families through harvest of the locallocal-

natural
local-

naturalnatural resources will be given both a prioritypriority-

m

priority-

ininm wildlife allocation , and a say inm the mech-

anism

mech-

anism
mechmech-¬-

anism of determiningdetermmmg how the allocallocation''tiontion willwill-

be

will-

bebe managed Both legislative policiespolkles answeranswer-
aja blatanthlatant oversight rural Alaskans have laboredlabored-

under
labored-

underunder past State management of wildlife ,.where.herehere mainlymamly urban , recreationalrecreatJvnal and com-

mercial
com-

mercial
comcom-¬-

mercial interestmterest dominateddommated wildlife allo-

cation
alloallo-allo-

callon
-¬-

cationcallon in the distributiondlStnbutlon systemsystem-

'sow

system-

Now',"Now'sowsow0" whwhilee basic subsistence rightsnghts throughthrough-

pnont
through-

prioritypnontpriority> allocation have been identified , aa-

secondseconde\.Onde.Onde.OndOnd\. and more difficult issue should sur-

face

sur-

face

sursur-¬-
face ThlThis innocuousmnocuous and complex issue , isis-

the

is-

thethe relationship between the subsistence life-

st

life-

sty

life-

sty
life-life-

ststysty} leIe and rural energy consumptionconsumption-

fueled

consumption-

llf-ueledfueled- uekdueled by large scale capital growth , andand-

inflationary
and-

mllatlOnaryinflationarymllatlOnary increasesmcreases in heatingheatmg oil , electnc-

Ity

electric-

ity
electricelectnc-electncelectric-¬-

ity and gasoline , the villages are facingfacmg a newer ,

and moremarc difficult problem , one not easilyeasily-

solved

easily-

solvedsolved hby> legislative findingsfmdmgs and policiespolicies-

geared

policies-

gearedgeared to nonnon-cashnoncash<- ash subsistencesubslStence items . TheThe-

"IJage
The-

tillage"village"IJageIJagetillage family , faced with both a subsistencesubslStencesubsistence-
harvest

subslStence-
harvestharvest to feed the family , and apyingspying for thethe-

exorbitant
the-

exoroltantexorbitantexoroltant risesnsesuses inm both home heating , elec-

tn
elec-

tnclt
elec-

tnut
elec-elec-

tntnuttncltity> ., and gasoline for their outboardoutward motormotor-
and

motor-
andand ,inowmachmenowmachmesnowmachine often must make a choicechoice-

Junng
choice-

duringduringJunng the peak summer subsistence harvestharvest-

period
harvest-

renod
.

periodrenod
periodThe

The family must choose whether to workwork-

seasonally.seasonally.easonallyeasonally and obtainobtam cash when it is availableavailable-

and

available-

andand delay their summer harvest of wildlife ,
or harvest the wildlifewildltfe when it is normallynormally-

plentIful
normally-

plentifulplentiful , forego seasonal employment , andand-

make
and-

make.outmakemake.outmakeout..outout the best they can duringdunng the winterwinter-

through
winter-

throughthrough trappingtrappmg andand/orandor/lor welfare to pay forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir energy and needs . Current policies ofof-

the
of-

thethe State and Federal government do not makemaket-

hIS
make-

thisthis decisiondeclSlon easier for the village family , butbut-
pressure

but-
pressurepressure this decision by both direct and inin-

direct
in-

dlfect
in-in¬-

directdlfect influencesmfluences on the village'svillages' economy .

Construction of publiclypubbcly funded capital pro-

jects
propro-proJ-

ects
-¬-

jects helter-skelterhelterskelter-- in the villages , inadequateinadequate-
planning

''
planningplannmg for fuel purchpurchasepurchilse , transportationtrarlSportation ,

and storage , increasemcrease kkilowattowatt demand , and aa-

fa

a-

failurefailurefa ure to address substantial price and costcost-

differences
cost-

differencesdifferences between rural and urban energyenergy-

costs
energy-

costscosts , has already severely disrupted ththe ruralrural-

village

rural-

villagevillage economyeconomy-

Sympathetic

economy-

SympatheticSympathetic legislators and administratorsadministrators-
toto the plightpbght of rural Alaskans on the subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-subsis-

tence
-¬-

tence , the rural energy crisis will demanddemand-

substantial
demand-

substantialsubstantial involvement in both manpowermanpower-

and
manpower-

andand financesfmances from both the Federal and StateState-

government
State-

governmentgovernment . Energy self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency-- , the key-

note
key-

note
keykey-¬-

note to the rural village at the turn of the cencen-

tury
cen-

tury
cen-cen¬-

tury , should be made the goal of all pUblic-

pol1cles

publicpublic-

policiespoliciespol1cles and planning for the rural villages .

In the village of ChevakO1evak , 1974's1974s' fishing yearyear-

was

year-

waswas very late , High winds and a late Ningilik-

fak
Ningilik-NingilikNjngi1ik-Njngi1ikNngilik-NngilikNjngi1ik-

fak
Nngilik-

fak

-

fak river bteak-upbteakupbreak-upbreak-- prevented the village fromfromf-

1
from-

firstf1firstt leaving its own river , and then crossingcrossing-

HooperHooper Bay to catch migrating salmonsalmonn),in ththe-

western
the

western mud flats of that bay . When thethethemenmenmen-

finally
men-

fmallyfinallyfmally gofgot across the bay , there was tWentytWenty-

eight

twenty-

eight
twenty

fmallyfotfoteight 0ofof them . Their small boats , and old torn

nets , were merely extra appendages to theirtheir-

nimble
their-

nimblenimble fingersfmgers and mends ,, for the gear was by-

commercial
by-

commercial
by

commercial standards , both inadequate andand-

obsolete
and-

obsoleteobsolete .

But the menmen'workedmenworked*"'"workworkworkedd hhardhad , with efficiencyefficiencyfficiency ,

and harvested enough salmonsabnon during a twotwo-

week
two-

weekweek period to see their families throughthrougll , thatthat-

winter
that-

winterwinter . Salmon , herring , seals , and birds mademade-

up
made-

upup their diet during that time . Work for cashcash-

was

cash-

waswas extremely scarce , and consisted that yearyear-

of
year-

ofof longshoring , cannery',, iirefightingfuefightingfirefighting,, and somesome-

construction
some-

constructionconstruction . Oil was $$38/drum$3838drum$38/clnunclnun/ and gasolinegasolin-
eS45drum

gasolin-
eS45drum$$45/drum$4545drumS45/drumS45/ at the village'svillages' only privateprivate'storeprivatestore"' store andand-

electricity
and-

electricityelectricity 14cents/KWH14centsKWHl4cents/KWHl4cents/ from "AVEC"ECEC thatthat-

winter
that-

winterwinter .. The menm n facedfacedL., the winterwiriter at least withwith-

food
with-

foodfood , and trapped heavily for oil moneymoney-

that
money-

thatthat winter . Some families figuredfJgUred out the mailmail-

an4
mai-

lantandantan4!, printed formfonn messmeat and obtained both BIABIA-

and
BIA-

andand State general assistance . Once again , thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage got through the winter . It is oftenoften-

Br8z.ing
often-

arltazing!\amazingBr\8z.ingBr8z.ingBr8z.ing8zingarltazing. when the village gets through thethe-

"modern
the-

"tnodern""modernmodern"tnoderntnodern " winter .

By 1978 , only three men fished with anyany-

success
any-

successsuccess . FislFishingng was just as ddifficultficult , a poorpoor-

chum
poor-

chumchum salmonsabnon run and high winds , as in 1974 ,

but in many cases , both gear and boats hadhad-

improved
had-

improvedimproved . New 100-300100300-- foot nets were avail-

able
avail-

able
availavail-¬-

able ;; metal and plastic boats had replaced thethe-

narrow
the-

narrownarrow wooden boats . Speed , aided by largerlarger-

motors
larger-

motorsmotors , now dominated the subsistence hhar-

vest
harhar-harrv-

est
r-r¬-

vest . A hunter'shunters' time , was nownow governed byby-

the
by-

thethe workweek and the cost of gasoline . TheThe-

facile
The-

facilefacile minds of the rural families , not mech-

anized
mech-

anized
mechmech-¬-

anized by formal education , hadtid adopted toto-

the
to-

thethe white man'smans' world , and had cashed in .

Work was more plentiful from a new variety ofof-

sources
of-

sourcessources . Village corporation construction ,

Economic Development Administration make-

work
make-

work
make-

work
make-make-

work construction , BIA construction , CETACETA-

financed
CETA-

financedfinanced village construction , and numerousnumerous-
other

numerousnumerous-
otherother projects dotted Chevak'sChevaksClevalc'sClevalcs' summsummerr work-

life
work-

life
work-

life
work-work-

life . And there was a reason .

Oil was $$78/drum$7878drumS78/drumS78/ , and gasoline - $$8585S85 . AA-

kilowatt
A-

kilowattkilowatt hour of eleelectricitytricity was $S.3S3$3434. KWH .
Freezersrefrigeratorsalsonow existed , andnd some refrigeratorsrefrigerators-
alsoalso . WinterWinter'weatherizationWinterweatherization''weatherizationweatherization programs helpedhelped-
solve

helped-
solvesolve some problems with shoddy state andand-
federal.-.federalfederal-federal private housing projects . But yet with

all this outside financialfmancia1 help this new capitalcapital-

wealth
capital-

wealthwealth , this cash economy , the villagers werewere-

still

were-

stillstaistillstillreading.-jeading-readingreading water . They just managed to paypay-

for
pay-

forfor their ofloil , their gas, and their electricityelectricity-
and

electricity-
andand there was normallynonnally nothing left . Cash hashas-

replaced
has-

replacedreplaced harvest as the important summersummer-

adventure
summer-

adventureadventure , but the hand-to-mouthhandtomouth---- subsistencesubsistence-

existence
subsistence-

existenceexistence that marked their grandfathers time ,

now marked their cash existence . GovernmentGovernment-
diddid not help .

Government , in its hast to solve short term-
problems

term-
problems

term
problems , was creating newer , long rangerange-
problems

range-
problemsproblems . Replacements for the food thatthat-
was

that-
waswas passed up in the field in June for a hammerhammer-
and

hammer-
andand mail cost three times as much the follow-
ing

fonow-
ing

followfonow-fonowfollow-¬-
ing March from a can , far exceeding the sub-
sistence

subsub-subs-
istence

-¬-

sistence food in cash value and was mediocremediocre-
nutrionally

mediocre-
nutrionallynutrionally . People have unwillingly traded oneone-
lifestyle

one-
lifestylelifestyle for another becausebecaUSC' of energy pres-
sures

pres-
sures

prespres-¬-
sures , for the majority of villagersvi1Iagers abhor wel-

fare
wel-

fare
welwel-¬-

fare , but fuels and energy must be purchased .

Held within an endless spiral {ofCfof escalatingescalating-
costs

escalating-
costscosts , and withwithnono alternate resources to selectselect-
their

select-
theirtheir energy from , the villages are locked ..into-
an

into.intointo-
anan endless battle that wfllwill continue to devaluedevalue-
life

devalue-
lifelife and culture .

Families that livedlivedoutout of store in 1978 werewere-
paying

were-
payingpaying from $$450450S4S0 to $$800/month$800800month/ to buybuy-
carbohydrate

buy-
carbohydratecarbohydrate substitutes whilewhite missing pro-
tein

propro-pro-
tein

-¬-

tein rich dried salmon , seal and herring;; DentalDental-
caries

Dental-
cariescaries , chronic ear drainage , and respiratoryrespiratory-
infections

respiratory-
infectionsinfectionsinfections;, illnesses linked by medical researresear--resear-
chers

,¬
chers to recent changes in the rural dietdiet,, andand-
social

and-
socialsocialsocialIllsills brought on by sucking a pilot breadbread-
crackers

bread-
crackerscrackers in February insteadead of gnawinggnawing-
dried

gnawing-
drieddried saeal meat,7aremeat7aremeat'aremeataremeat-ammeatam,:,-' now normal winter con-
ditions

con-
ditions

concon-¬-
ditions of the rural village .

The
_
houses are sometimessometimeswarm--warm-warm , the snow-

machines
snow-

machines
snow-

machines
snow-snow-

machines often have gas ,, the light '"bulbs"bulbs'bulbsbulbs' and-
radios

and-
radios

and
radios normallynonnally workwork,,, but life has changedchange4 inin-

a
in-

aa way without internal village control . Life-
has

Life-
has

life
has changed from the outside in ;, the immensityimmensity-
ofof tryingUying tototurn-'-turnturn about economic conditionsconditions-
brought

._
brought on. by!higherrlgher., enenergyenergyrgy costs itis currentlycurrently-
beyondbeyond the ability of the rural village toto-

manage
to-

managemanage .

- To Be Continued -


