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IIChukchisChukchis Learn the Magic of Books -
I

-

ByByYURlRYTKHEUByYURlRYTKHEU-

Editor's

YURlYURI RYTKHEURYTKHEU-

EditorsEditor'sEditors' Note - YuriYurl Rytkheu Is a ChukchiChukch-
iauthor

Chukch-
iauthorauthor,. bomborn In the villagevil/o.gevilo.gevilo.geoge/. of UelenUe/enUeen/ at thethe-
easternmost

the-
easternmosteasternmost tip ofSiberia , the closest SiberianSiberian-
settlement

Siberian-
settlementsettlement to AlaskaAlasklacross"'across the Bering Strait .

Mr . Rytkheu is part Eskimo and sharesshiues com-
mon

com-
mon

comcom-¬-
mon ancestry with some Alaska NativesNatilJes of thethe-
BeringS

the-
BeringsBeringBeringS ! Straits region . This story istr originallyorigtnallyoriginally-
published

origtnally-
publishedpublished by Unesco Press and la BaconnlereBaconniere ,
and translated from the Russian bybyA.BbyABA.BAB. . Werth .

TunTuneTime went by ,. and written literature camecame-
to

came-
toto occupy an ever larger place in ourolropr! lives ,
it heroes replacing the valorous warriors , wisewise-
old

wise-
oldold ravensnvens, bold advernturersadvemturers and brigandsbrigandsofofof-
our

of-
ourour folk tales . Out traditional heroesheroes,, as II-

said
I-

saidsaid before , were anonymous ,. standardized ,. asas-

it
as-

itit were ; and sd56s6 too , in the beginning , were thethe-
ii heroes of written literaturelitenture , so long as theythey-

were
they-

werewere arrayed in knightly armourannour or colourfulcolourful-
mediaeval

.
mediaeval roves , or smeared with red clay likelike-
the

like-
thethe figures of the Red Indian stories of Ameri-
can

Anler-
iamautho

AmeriAmeri-Anleri-Anleri ¬-

canamauthoauthors .,
Then , all at once , there stepped forthforth-

from
forth-

fromfrom the pages of books curiously fami1it-
faces

familirfami1itfamilir-
facesfaces ,. rathernther like those of your neighboursast-
hough

neighboursast-
hough

neighbours-asneighboursas--
though yourself had been transported into aa-

snow1'owdercd
a-

snowpowderedsnow-powderedsnowpowderedsnow1'owdercdsnow1owdercd-'- book ,. frozen brittle by thethe-
cold

the-
coldcold , whence you looked out at the damp ,
musty rooms of the workhouse describeddescn"beddescnbed" byby-by-
Dickens

by-
Dickens

-
. Dickens in Oliver Twist , or at the life of thethe-

peasants
the-

peasantspeasants peopling the tales of TurgenevTurgenevTolstoiTolstoi,,
and ChekhovO1ekhov or the adventure of Gorki'sGorkisGorki's-
barefooted

Gorki's-
barefooted

'
barefooted ragamuffinsngamufiins . ... I sometimes had thethe-
impression

the-
impressionimpression that the world I lived hiin was an inin-

vention
in-

vention
in-in¬-

vention , while reality was to be found in thethe-
world

the-
worldworld of books... I cannot vouch for the eXact-

words
exact-

words
exact

words , but I wellwen remember what HemingwayHemingway-
replied

Hemingway-
repliedreplied when asked about the relation betweenbetween-

fact
between-

factfact and fiction in his books ; he declared ,
serious as always ,. that for him , the real worldworld-
was

world-
waswas the world ofofhishis books..

I am amazed to this day to recall the atat-

mosphere
at-

mosphere
at-at¬-

mosphere of .joy.mymy childhood days , wherein allall-

epochs
all-

epochsepochs., beliefs.,. cultures and even literatures exex-

Isted"side
ex-

istedside
ex-ex¬-

istedIsted"sideIstedsideisted-sideistedside"- side by side.. There were already , in ourour-

yarangayaranga , numbers ofpf objectsj testifying to thethe-
fact = :cncntfact thatt'its inhabitantsbf lived in the twentiethtwentieth-

fury
twentie-

thr
titithth

iturytwyfury. The-TheTho-ThoTheplaceThoplace-- place of honour , just underundes:; thethe-

cam
the-

eatrreatrcam,mi which held the furfurpartition-partition-partition ,. was occuoccuroccur-

pied
¬.

pied by a bright irecngreengreen gramophone with twotwo-

records
two-

recorostherecords-recordsrecords-therecordstherecorostherecordsthe.;--=the toreador'storeadors' aria., from Bizet'sBizetsBizet'sCar-
men

Bizet'sCar-
men

Bizet'sCar-Bizet'sCarBizetsCar'
._..CarCar¬-

men and ta selection of songs by Soviet compocompo-compo-
sers

compo-
sers

--¬

sers (OBliton the theme of the conquest of the Arc-
tic

Arc-
ticj

Arc-Arc-Arc-
tic

-
ticticj; ititstood,stood next to an ancient wooden imageimage-
shining

image-

shinini
=

shiningshinini liklikelatelatemahogany' mahoganymahQgany from yeanyears ofof polishingpolishing-

with
polishing-

withwith thetho fat ''ofof animals captured 'from'OmOm the sea-

and
seasea-'-:

and on the wanwall was a-zrease-spattercdzreasespattercdgreasespattered but stillstr1istill-

colourful

str1-

icoloufiil( colourfulcoloufiilcolourfulposteri--posterposterposter-ofposterof>oster:6foster6f-;: of . Red Army soldier . AndAn-
dBooks

And-

BooksI BooksBooks......., .

How did books fit into the traditionaltraditional-
setting

traditional-
settingsetting of the yaranga , unchanged over the cencen-

turies
cen-

turies
cen-cen¬-

turies ?' When I was a child , the Chukchi hadhad-
already

had-
alreadyalready ceased to look on books as an unfath-
omable

unfath-
omable

unfathunfath-¬-
omable miracle ;: some would speak with aa-

condescending
a-

condescendingcondescending smile of the tunetime when thesethese-
solid

these-
solidsolid slabs of pages were mistaken for the well-

tanned
well-

tanned
well-well-.

tanned skins of some mysterious beast , andand-
reading

and-
readingreading was likened to the familiar process ofof-
nosing

of-
nosingnosing out trackshackstracks,, with the sole differencedifference-
that

difference-
thatthat in this case it was human speech that waswas-

being
was-

beingbeing """nosednosed out " .

alreadyfamiliarBut in my childhood books were already
familiar objects ; only their contents werewere-
regarded

were-
regardedregarded as mirmiraculousculous..

On the firstrust pages of the ChukchiQlIlkchi ABC ,
publishedpublishedin1934in_!231934we.encountered1934weencountered.,.jive-encounteredjiveencountered.we.encounteredwe.encounteredweencountered.-. , totertlrour6ur gregreat-
astanisment

greattt-
astastastanismentastonismentniSt:,, our fathers and our elderglderIder brothersbrotherbrothers-
Fig

:
(Fig . 2)2) . The explanation for thist1iis was fairlyfairly-
simple

fairly-
simplesimple : the authors of this first ABC , who werewere-
the

were-
thethe Grstfirst teachers of my school at Uelen , simplysimply-
used

simply-
usedused the names of their former pupilspupiis , so thatthat-
we

that-
wewe found these peoplepeople.nowpeoplenow, ..nownow growngrown-upgrownup- , playingplaying-
ball

playing-
ballball and doing all the other things that we chil-
dren

chilchil-chil-
dren

-¬-
dren were engaged in . Coming across people onon-
the

on-
thothetho pages of a printed book (for a person'spersonsperson's-
name

person's-
name

'
name ,. in our minds , was the same IS.!as the peper-
son

perper-¬-
son himslefhimsleO) was every bit as astonishing asas-

suddenly
as-

suddenlysuddenly seeing our neighbours sitting on thethe-
moon

the-
moontmoonmoont! The ..peoplepeople of my generation comecome-
gradually

come-
graduallygradually to understand that books constitute aa-

new
a-

newnew world hitherto unknownunkrtown , a world inin-

.which
in-

.which.which.which you yourself may find a place .
'.

In the beginning , books naturallynatura11y oustedousted-
oral

ousted-
oraloral folk , literaturelitenture whiwhichh<:, along with thethe-
yaranga

the-
yarangayaranga ,. skin barks and ..furfur thigh-bootsthighboots-- ,. was rereore-re¬-

" garded as a relic of the past ,. a sign of back-
wardness

backback-.-¬
wardness..

At the same time we C!,couldld not discard itit-

completely
it-

completelycompletely ,. any more than we could leave thethe-

yaranga
the-

yarangayaranga and move out at once into a modem-
house

modernmodemmodern-
househouse ,. or go out hunting on the ice cfatlcrctld. inin-

rubber
in-

rubberrubber boots.. Habit and tradition prevented usus-

from
us-

fromfrom sweeping our folklore aside overnight ; It-

continued
ittttt-

continuedcontinued to'. exist sidesiae by side with booksbooks-
we

books-
wewe read ; and we boys living in the end room ofof-
the

of-
thethe Uelen school hostel would often-oftenoftenput-- put asidesideside-
a

aside-
aa novel by Walter Scott or Turgenev to listen toto-

Our
-

Ourourur comrade Enmynkan tellintelling, tales of thethe-
battles

the
battles of yore fought between the people ofof-
Yanranay

ofof-
YanranayYanranay and the Eskimos of Saint LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland . -

In my own experience , oral litenture-
was

literaturelitentureliterature-
waswas a constant , familiar element in our lives ,

and onone which we accepted as naturalnatuIal . EvenEven-
at

Even-
atat the time when I was studying at the universi-
ty

universi-
ty

universiuniversi-¬-
ty and helping to compile textbooks for Chuk-
chi

Otuk-
chi

ChukOtuk-OtukChuk-¬-
chi schools , anthologies and collections of fairyfairy-
tales

fairy-
talestales , I regarded folk traditions as somethingsomething-
real

something-
realreal , existing and developing independently .

One of the first books printed in thethe-
Chukchi

the-
ChukchiChukchi language was a collecollectionn of fairy.tales-
entitled

fairytalesfairy.talesfairytales-
entitled

.
entitled ChavchyvalymnylteC1avchyvalymnylteC1avchyvalymnyltewhichChavchyvalymnyltewhich,,, '-'whichwhich-which meansmeans-
"Tales""TalesTales of the Reindeer Folk " . It was by FedorFedor-
Tynetegin

Fedor-
TyneteginTynetegin , one ' of the-thethefirst-. first students of thethe-
Institute

the-
InstituteInstitute of the Peoples of the NorthNorth., who pro-
duced

propro-pro-
duced

-¬-
duced his own version of the animal talestales-
current

tales-
currentcurrent amongst thethenomadic-'-nomadicnomadic'nomadic reindeer bree-
ders

breebree-bree-
ders

-¬-
dersders,, and his friend VukvolVukYol the artist mademade-
some

made-
somesome excellent issustrations . ChukchiC1ukchi literatureliterature-
probably

literature-
probablyprobably dates from the-thethepubficthepublication-- pubficpublicationtion of thisthis-
book

this-
bookbook ('FigF'JgFJg . 1)1)) .


