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Anna Tobeluk with hard-wonhardwon- diploma

..

TobelTobeluk Lawsuit builtuilt bushbushschoolsschools in 70's70s'

For residents of bush Alaska , the law-

suit
law-

suit
lawlaw-¬-

suit of the decade was Anna TobelukTobeluk-

vsvs . Marshall Lind . The 19761976settlementsettlementsettlement-
ofof the case committed the state to pro-

vIde

pro-

vide
propro-¬-

vide high schools in every Village whichwhich-
wanted

which-
wantedwanted one . By the end of the decade ,.

more than 60 new programs had startedstarted-
up

started-
upup in remote villages , and a S$$115mil-
hon

$115mil-
lion

$115-mil-$115115milIIsnulI-
ton

IIs-nul-IIsnul- -

honItonlion construction program was under-
way

under-
way

underunder-¬-

way that will eventually see new build-

ines
build-

ines
buildi-

ntZS

build-build-

inesintZS in some 90 communities .

In the accompanying photo ,. Ms . Tobe-

luk
Tobe-

luk
TobeTobe-¬-

luk , 22 ,. displays the symbol of her land-

mark
land-

mark
landland-¬-

mark suit-suitsuitthe-. the diploma she received In-

May
inin-

MayMay when she graduated from Nunapit-

chuk
Nunapit-

chuk
Nunapit-

chuk
Nunapit-Nunapit -

chuk High School.. Now a radio andand-

telephone
and-

telephonetelephone operator in the NunapitchukNunapitchuk-
village

Nunapitchuk-
villagevillage office , Ms . Tobeluk was out ofof-
school

of-
schoolschool when she became a plaintiff inin-

the
in-

thethe lawsuit in 1975 . The settlement a

few months later resulted in a new highhigh-

SchoolsthoolSchoolhool program in her village , 30 milesmiles-

west

miles-

westwest of Bethel , and she began attendingattending-

classes

attending-

classesclasses in a make-shiftmakeshiftmake-sluftsluft-- clinic building .

Construction of a S$$11$1.6-million1.6million$1.616million1 ..6-million.6million.66million.6-millton.6milltonmillton- facilItyI-

S
facility

is now underway .

Before 1975 ,. the suit was known as thethe-

Molly

the-

MonyMoHyMonyMolly Hootch case ,. named for one of thethe-

original
the-

origmaloriginalorigmal plaintiffs . Ms . Hootch'sHootchs' namename-
was

name-
waswas removed from the suit when thethe-

state
the-

statestate agreed to build a highlugh school In-

her
inin-

herher home village of Emmonak .

The suit that was to become knoknownknownn asas-

the
as-

thethe Anna Tobeluk case was ffileded in 119721972-

by
1972-

by
972

by Alaska Legal Services on behalf ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative children living in villages WIuCh-

had
whichWIuChwhich-

hadhad elementary schools but no ] highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools . The case resulted in thetheTargestargestargest-

financial
argest-

financialfinancial settlement ever of an educationeducation-

lawsuit
education-

lawsuitlawsuit .
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