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otzebuekotzebue hosting
council of churches meetingmeeting

the impact of the oil industry
n the development of alaska
ie native land claims issue and
ie churchschurche response to crucial
reas of human need will be
lajorbajor topics of discussion at the
inual meeting of the alaska
council of churches next week
I1 to be held feb 232623 26 in
kotzebuelotzebueotzebueLotzotzebue the meeting will be
ie first for the council in a re
lote alaska village

keynote speaker for the as-
sembly will be dr william loy-
ens head of the department of
anthropology at the university
of alaska

dr loyens will focus on the
backgrounds and the future po-
tentialities of the native peoples
of alaska

representatives from the oil
industry will address the assem-
bly feb 24 on the history of oil

development in the state pro-
jections about the industries fu-
ture growth the job opportun-
ities that exist and the particular
impact that oil development will
have on the native peoples of
alaska represented will be the
atlantic richfield company
western geophysical and the
trans atlantic pipeline system

james thomas director of
public relations for the alaska
federation of natives is sched-
uled to give a progress report on
the efforts of the AFN totd secure
an equitable land claims legisla-
tion

it was largely through the ef-
forts of the alaska council of
churches that the national coun-
cil of churches adopted a reso-
lution in december supporting
the AFN position the national
council represents some 44 mil-
lion members ofmajor protestant
orthodox and anglican churches
in america

the four day meeting will also
feature a panel on life in a nat-
ive village and the presentation
of a research document A con-
sultationsul tation on the church and hu-
man need in alaska

member communionscomm unions of the
alaska council of churches in-
clude american baptists dici
ples of christ united presbyter-
ian episcopal lutheran church
in america united methodist
and the salvation army
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bush teltelevisionelisievisi0 on
ANCHORAGE ALASKA

incitedjnitedinited states senator mike gra
tel21 has proposed that alasalaskaa miini
lateate a TV now program
aichvhichhich will bring television into a
i 7100031000 square mile area of
laska

senator gravel has asked as
istantdistant defense secretary robert

kelley to allow the communcomman
&
iesies to relay armed services tele
isionision from five military installainstalls
ions in alaska

the pentagon has already
9reed to allow this service from
ingang salmon military base which

vi111 permit viewing over much of
1000 square mile area in the
bristolristol bay region eighteen com
nunitiesiunitiesnunities around naknekpaknek and dill
enghamnghamigharn would benefit

the three new areas are 1

the kuskokwim river valley 2
st lawrence island and 3 the
tanana river area forty five
communities would benefit in
these areas

the use of television relay
stations would permit the tele-
vision programs to be sent from
village to village

senator gravels TV now
program can he said be easily
and routinely integrated into the
satellite television program

this program originally spon-
sored by senator gravel will use
communications satellites to
beam television to every corner
of alaska

studies show that satellite
transmission is the only feasible
way to bring modem communi-
cations to the entire state

t 40ortrt waieWainwainwrightswrightsnwrightsrightsnw brojprojectproj actect hirehire9hired
rrrainsains alaska nativesnatives for jobs

the program is working and
know it will be successful

sayslys mrs betty rollins fort
Nainamwnghtsnainwrightswrights project hire co-
ordinator project hire isis the
result of an agreement last year
between the civil service com-
missionmission and the departments of
labor interior and defense to
establish a training and employ-
mentament program for alaska natives

with mr GL yoder civilian
personneltersonnelTerspersonnelonnel officer at fort warnwain
wright acting as the fairbanks

J area2rea coordinator the program
gotot under way in the fairbanks
ureairea last october

presently there are 18 new
employees on the eielson air

forceforce base payroll and 16 on
the rolls at fort wainwright
with five more expected to be
hiredairedlired this month

5

the bureau of indian affairs
identifies prospective employees
and forwards employment appli-
cations to the civil service
board in fairbanks the majority
of fort wamwnghtswainwrightsWain wrights new em-
ployeesployeesunderunder the program reside
on post in civilian bachelor
quarters

hired at the GS 1 or wage
grade I11 level project hire
employees enjoy the same leave
and retention benefits as other
federal career conditional em-
ployeesployees

they occupy positions rang-
ing from clerical to carpentry
and from laundry work to ware-
housing learning every phase of
their jobs in on the job training

for those who do not possess
a high school education a school
has been set up where they are

prepared to take the general
education development test and
qualify for a high school diplo-
ma

following the initial year of
on the job training and as the
educational andandjobjob skills increase
the project hire employees
are placed in permanent positions
as they become available

but the program involves far
more than training in education-
al and job skills for many new
employees it is a matter of
learning a new way of life of
adjusting from village life where
survival is most important to
metropolitan living of fleaminleaminlearning9
to live by the alarm clock instead
of by natures clock

all those new employees with
whom we talked agreed that it is
an exciting new way of lilifefe
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DION RIVERS center operates the table saw rivers came from hooper bay as an employee
in the fort wainwright post engineer carpenter under the department of defense project hire
shop as frank coletta eftleft shop foreman and he is an apprentice cabinetmakerjohn olson lead supervisor right look on mr usastratcom photo
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indian 0opportunityPpap0atulrtulanitynity
Ccouncil0ancluncl meetsJB ets waw1with

1 I

spiSP roiro T Aagnewagngn
the american indian took his

case to wasliewasliiwashingtonagtonngton DC last
month in a meeting with vice
president spiro agnew and seven
top department officials

the meeting held jan 26 was
the first of the national council
on indian opportunity under the
nixon administration

member willie hensley of
kotzebue described the white
house session as encouraging and
offering great potential for im-
proving the plight of the ameri-
can indian

the committee members sit
eyeball to eyeball with the sec-

retariesretaries of the departments he
said

1I feel he continued that
they are going to take a pretty
good look at their programs in
reference to the american in-
dian

agnew himself said that he
would diligently pursue his own
responsibility in regard to the
national council and wants heavy
involvement of the cabinet mem-
bers hensley added

in addition to six indian mem-
bers and vice president agnew
the following department offiloffi-
cials were at the meeting secre-
tary of the interior walter J
hickel secretary of agriculture
clifford M hardin assistant
secretary of commerce robert
A podesta secretary of labor
george P shultz secretary of
HEW robert H finch under-
secretary of HUD richard C
van dusen anddirectorand Director of OEO
donald rumsfeld

during the two and a half
hour meeting each of these rep-
resentatives relayed what their
department is currently doing in
regard to indian affairs

the departments represented
at the meeting other than the
interior agnew explained re-
ceive nearly half of the total
federal expenditures of over sas55
billion for indians

and the national council on
indian opportunity he said
must provide the guidance for
improved coordination among
these departments

it is my purpose and the pur-
pose of this council to attack the
raw truth and to do so effectively
within the term of this adminis-
trationtra tion the vice president said

he then called for recommen-
dations from the indian members
of the council and for a status
report from the departments at
the end of 30 days on each of
the recommendations

each department he contin-
ued is to determine which of
proposals it can implement im-
mediately which can be carried
out in the next 5 years which
are feasible but will take time
and which are impossible to putpu t
in operation or not in the best
interest of anybody

in their nearly 30 pages of
recommendations the indian
members proposed that an indian
be placed at the policy and plan-
ning level in each department
and that the bureau of indian
affairs have its own assistant
secretarysecretary of the interior or that
the commissioner of indian aff-
airs be given Assisassistanttwit secretary
status

the members further recorecom-
mendedmen ded that the administrative
structure of the BIA be analyzed

with a view toward elimination
of dead wood

in the area of education the
indians proposed that funding for
the construction of a vast net-
work of community schools and
that the phasing out of BIA
boarding schools become a policy
goal

other recommendations called
for the creation of needed ser-
vices for the urban indianirfdianiridian and
the establishment of an agency
independent from both the in-
terior and justice departments to
represent the tribes in all legal
services required in connectionq6
with indian rights to lands water
and natural resources

still other recommendations
concerned housing agriculture
health welfare jurisdiction and
economic development

the indian members of the
council also voiced thetheirir support
forthefor the land settlement proposed
by the alaska federationofFederationof na-
tives and urged that in particu-
lar the secretaries of interior
and agriculture give their full
support to the AFN proposal

the same day of the meeting
jan 26 sen edward M kennedy
spoke before theexecutivethe executive coun-
cil of the national congress of
american indians in Waiwashingtonhington

calling the indian americas
first conservationist he cautioned
them against losing further land
or water rights under the guise
of conservation

but he added you must
not lose sight of the conserva-
tionist objectives in your own
desires to maximize development
on your reservations

the massachusetts senator
cited several examples where
land or water rights have been or
are being taken away from in-
dians and warned without vig-
ilant protection of your rights
you will find yourselves heading
in fact if not in law toward ter-
minationmination of your very existence

to protect his rights the in-
dian must have knoknowledgewledge of
what he owns and the extent of
his rights in his property he
added

1I think it is time he con-
cluded for you to feel free to
turn your efforts to resource
protection and economic and
human resource development

falsestatementsfalse statements
leadleadbethelmanbethel man
to sentencetosentence

JUNEAU WH riley of beth-
el was found guilty of makinmaking9
false statements in order to col-
lect unemployment insurance
commissioner of labor thomas
Jjo moore reported this week

according to moore riley
failed to report that hezshe Zswas work-
ingg and earning money while fifil-
ingng claims for unemployment
insurance benefits

he entered a plea of nolo
contencontenderscontenderecontenderedere in the bebetheltheI1 magis-
trate court on february 3 and
was sentenced to 60 dadaysysinin jail
the magistrate suspended the
sensentencetence on condition that riley
Mmakeake full restitution of the 480
he received illegally repayment
will be made through the court

commissioner moore said the
fraud was discovered by labor
department investigators during
a rroutine audit of earnings in
which former employers reports
are compared with statements of
unemployment Insuinsurancerafice claim-
ants
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