
sstevenstelvens bblastslasts driftletdriftnetdriftndrifondriftnetet ppactact
avroposedAVroA proposedposed agreement between

the unitedcitednited states and japan over the
use of high seas driftnetsdriftnets does not
meet the requirements of the drift
net assessment and monitoring
act according to sen ted stevens
R alaska

the 1987 driftnetdriftletdriftnet act requires the
federal government to monitor net
use limit theirsizetheir size and
them to be biodegradablebio&gra&bldegradablebio as a
means of controlling their use

stevens said however that the
proposed agreement does not
restrain driftnetdriftletdriftnet useusq and enables
foreign fishing fleets to continue in-
terceptingtercepting alaska salisalmonion

1I think the problem with the
japanese is a total insensitivity to
the environmental concerns of the
rest of the world regarding the
oceans stevens said

time after timeovertime over the past
2010 years they have ignored these

concerns stevens said
under the driftnetdriftletdriftnet act the state

department negotiates with the
japanes6taljidiesojapanese taiwanese and the south
koreans and the secretary ofcom-
merce decides intheiftheif the agragreements
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stevens urged the administration

to negotiate with the japanese on all
ocean ississuesUs atai the same time rather
than seek sepaseparatesepatatitati agreements4greementi on
salmon bottomfishbotiomfishbottom fish whales and
other fish and marine mammalsnianunals

the driftnetdriftletdriftnet agrcmenfopposedagreement opposed
byb stevens would allow nine USFUS
0observersservers onantheonthethe Japajapaneseneie squid
fleetwhichfleet which is composed of more
than 460 vessels

the totilnumbertotal number ofbf japanese
vessevesselscoveredvesselsilgc6veredlcovered by observers under
the agreement would4otalwould total 32

the agreement alsowbuldalso would re-
quire a limited increase in patrol
vessels


