
Magic of Santa remembered
((Reprinted fromfront the December 22, 1967 issuefsrue of Tundra TimesTimer ))

By HOWARD ROCK
Times Editor

Christmas Day the day of homage and observance of the
birth of Christ - the day that at once embraces solemnity ,

happiness , good fellowship , feastingkasting , giving of gifts andands,,
above all , it is the day when small children awake in the
morning and find that there is truly a Santa Claus.Claus.

This is the time to witness the beauty and heart-touchinghearttouching-

wonderment of the children all over the world that there is ,

indeed , a happy , jollylolly , rotund little man with a great white
beard who , miraculously , covers the whole world into one night
on Christmas Eve spreading good cheer by giving gifts of toytoys
and sweets to good little children , travelling through the
night sky with his team of faithful and sturdy reindeer.reindeer .

Next Friday evening , the vivid imaginations of the children

of the world will come Into play That will be the -timetime.time-. when

they could , almost , hearheat the little man shout , "UpUp"
, Prancer'PrancerPrancer"'""'

- "MerryMerry" Christmas to all and to all a good night'nightnight" '" " Some of
them will giggle to themselves as they imagine the laughter
of the jolly little man until his "bellybelly" shook like a bowlful of
jelly.jelly.

"

Christmas and Santa Claus are universal and the( he beauty of
their spiritual influence among the little folks is no less
among the Indian , Aleut and Eskimo children

Deep in the remote Arctic coast a few generations ago ,

Santa Claus became known to the children The mysterious
little man caught their imagination at once When they found
out thaithat Santa did certain things inm a certain manner , they
began to have misgivings They thought thaithat what he couldwind
do into other places would be almost impossible , perhaps
impossible , to do if and when he came to the village FmFor
Instance Santa came down chimneyschimne s to bring gifts to children
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WhenWhen theytfifi realizedreilized thatthat there"there"" was not'anota', rihgksingle '-
chimneyIn

c-

himneyIn'chimney In the"thethe'"'

whole vaiage.'theyvaiage.theyvaiagetheyvlhage"theyvlhagethey.,
'" were saddened ,' ' ' . ,

'
, '

,
1' * " ' '

'II'1 .don't.dontdont
?.don'tdont' 'thinkthinkithink' Santa ClauClaus'Claus Is going "toto 'comecome'dome'dome' Id"--.our.o-ur..-our.o-ur-

.,put ., sod

.iglooigloo.

, because all yewe have is a little
' tovepipe\thetovepipethestovepipethe,'!*! '"\,

, ;' . childrenchilren"
thought.thought., "II"1

.,
.dontdontdon't*' think , thelie will fit-In'there.fitInthere.fitIn'there.Intherefit; 'In'In-' ' there.there. *, \ll\ I 'know"knowknow he

won'twont' fit because I can'tcant' even putput'myputmy'my head Infit ICBesldeit.it.besides , hehi might
get stuck and get all sooty.sooty. 1I withwish we had'thosehadthosehad ' those big

,

chimneychhnneyi

so hha can come down and give us presents.presents ." ' '
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"
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Santa 'ClausClaus' was , Indeed , real to the Arctic childrench11dreri."Manych11dreri.Manych11dreriMany., .ManyMany.

of them wondered whether they might be able to seesee himhlnifor, for
themselves.themselves.. Some surprised their fathers and'and'

, ..mothermother.mothersmothers , by'by'

'-

asking
a-

sking'

asking to bring in wood or a block of biowsnow to meltmelt forfor drinking
water.water. Christmas Eve -thatthat- that was the time Santa travelledtravelled.*. , ',

4"What's4Whats'"What'What' sotgot, into you , sonsdn? Why
,

are you so suddenly wanting
to help around here ? " queried the parentparents.parents .

"II" 1 don'tdont' know , mother , but can I getBet some wood for youj"youjyou,"
The boy'sboys' mother chuckled and told the little boy to go ahead.ahead.

When the youngster got outside , the night wawas dark android.androidand-cold.andcold.andcold.cold-
.

It was around 30 below zero andrind a IS-mUeISmUe25-rnile25rnile- wind was blowing,

drifting some snow.snow. The sky was dearcleat and the starstars shone brightly.brightlybdglitly.bdglitly.

With a feeling of excited expectancy , -the'the'the- ' boy scanned the
heavens from horizon to horizon hoping to see Santa Claus drivinggiving
his team of reindeer aeroacross the sky.sky. ThThe.The. youngster spent"spent

"

several
minutes looking but Santa was nowhere to be seen.seen.,

"1 think it'sits' too cold for him ," thought the boy , "ft'sfts""It *' too
cold.cold. Hefie can freeze bishis nose and cheeks.cheeks. Why doedoes It have to be
so cold ?"

Hetie quickly gathered three or four pieces of chopped .woodwood.

that were partially covered by drifting snow and hurried .inside.inside.inside.inside. .,

"IsIs" that all you got - those four little pieces? " the mother
asked teasingly.teasingly. "II"1 thought you said you'dyoud' bring in some wood.wood."

"That'sThats" ' allalh* I could findrind because the drifting 'snow'snow'snow-snow'- hahas
covered them ," the boy answered.answered. ,' ,

"YouYou" better go to beded now.now. Come on , children , go to bedbed'ndw.bedndw.bedndwnow.now.
Tomorrow is Christmas Day , you know ,

," the mother saidaid firmly.firmly.

The boy slid into his sleeping bag.bag. Hefie had troubletrou la "gettinggetting"
getting

to sleep.sleep. Ever so often , he glanced at the stovepipe that'wentthatwentthat'that' went

up and out through the roof.roof.

"HeHe" can'tcant' come down that little stovepipe ," thought the
youngster sadly.sadly., "IfIf" he did somehow , he would have trouble
finding the stove door the way father built ft.ftit.it. t wish.wish. *-- wewe

hadhad.had. . . "*

The boy finally went fast asleep.asleep.
d . .

Then quite early the next morning he awoke-withawokewithawoke.wlthawokewlth-. a'a& 'startstart' tart ,

suddenly remembering that It waswas Christmas DayDay.yDayy. TheThc Igloo waswas
dark.dark. Apprehensively , he called out in a muffled'muffled'' voice ,

"MotherMother" , can I light the kerosene lamp? "

To hihis surprise , his mother answered softly , '"." "YesYes" , son ,
'

you may light the lamp.lamp."
The boy dressed quickly.quickly. Hetie groped in the darkness toward

a little shelf where the matches were kept.kept. Helie struckstruckonesoone , so he
could see the lamp that hung on a hook.hook. Hetie lifted'It-andlifted'ItliftedItandlifted ',it.anditand-. set
it on the cold oblong-shapedoblongshaped- stove his father had made from an oil
drum.drum.

HeIle almost stumbled against something on the floor by the stove.stove.

Hefie lit the lamp impatiently.impatiently . When the lameflame( caught , he put up
more wick and the yellow light of the kerosene lamp glowed in

, the igloo.igloo.

The boy looked around cautiously - and then !

There , on the floor beside the stove , were several packages
in a pfle.pflepile.pile. Helie wondered.wondered. He thought he should'ntshouldnt' get excited
but there was a tingleMingle of excitement within him.him. Could it be
that SantaSantg ClaysClans hadhad-comehadcome-

'comecome', after all ? HHe? looked unbelievinglyuribeyievingly up
and down the stovepipe.stovepipe.

"SonSon" , perhaps one of those packages, has your name on ttIt ,"* *

the boy'sboys', mother said casually , while his father, who had
awakened also , smiled.smiled. "IfIf" one has , why don'tdont' you open ItItl"Itl?" ' ' 4

Indeed there was one with his namename boldly written.'Thewritten.ThewrittenThewrItteri.wrItteri..
!' The

package was wrapped in simple brown paperpapetjhe, 'ThcThc' youngster

.-opened
o-
pened., opened itjiIt and 'to'to' to ' his wondrouswondrous ' 'surprise'theresurprisethereauiprisey.theriauipriseytheri,, "'

.
wasw4 aliltlealittle;, ,.

' gray'graygray"'
"

shirt ,"
,

1a pair of blue dungareesdungare6 , ;, ai package of hard candy,
a pair ofcaribouca lbou miftensmittens andgrid aa pair of caribou mukluksimukluks :

,

'' / ; '
, ,

By thUy'j'timethUyjtimetPlatime;' ;
' , the boy'sboysboy's"boys' "

,

brothersbrothels'brothels ' 'aridsisteraridsisterand'sistersandsisters
,,,

'
were/awake.wereawake.wereawake.awakeWee"awake.Weeawake.Weeawake% /, "

.
They noisilynoisily'' "andandsnd"

excitedly dresseddressed and crowded
,

around'around' 'thethe' the
. ' ',

1( '. s' b* j' .
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"Mp
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' '" ;" { ,*packages.packages. -

. .
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.
"Wak,4youl"Wak4youl"'WaftWaft' , your" thetyre"tyre" boy.'tnterrupted.boytnterrupted.boytnterruptedboy'interrupted'YouboyinterruptedYou

, .,

'
. "You.You.You"' ., cantcaan'1'"readcaan1read' '}

"

ead.ead., lt
,
can.can.

ThisThis one has yQuryour namename on h.h. This one isii for you ;, and ,\:* 0"0(t" '
' 6 */tt/

,
' The'The', parents'parents

'
; smilednued and

'-
watched

w-

atched
'
watched \quietlyquietlyquietly.\', .

,
as '.thethejhe. 'childrenchildren'children

,
happily opened their ChristmasChustmas packages.packages.,; ' , . , \' .

'
' , t' 4.4.

,

WhenWhen'heWhenhe' he .finishedfinished"finished.finished.."
,. passingpassing' ' out the gifts , the , boyboj picked 'UpUp'

his presentprcwntkHe., (,
HO couldn't'.take.couldnttake.couldnttakecouldn'tcouldnt'' ';

. take.take. hihis , eyeeyes
"

'JDffJDff' 'pffpff'

,
of them.'Santathem.SantathemSantahem.hem.,"

'
Saiita

i Claus had comecome duringdddng the night after alll'alllally"ally'" ' ' , . "
,
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u '

; "He"He"HeHe"" "

, must-.mus-
tmutt'mutt. ' be 4a'a' , veryvery clever , miA7,*" 3 thought the'youngster.theyoungster.theyoungsterthe"the'"

,
oungste'r.oungster.oungster

,' .
; ( "HeHe" mustrnustii',

?
be'be; ', .likelike. likea, , , medicine

,
manman'man,

' ' Maybe'MiybeMiybe , that's'.whythats.whythatswhythat'sthats' '-whywhy.- he cancars '
". .

comecomj downdawn ,,' through'thatthroughthatthrough ', that littlehttIei'.atoveptpe.httIeiatoveptpe.httIeiatoveptpe' . stovepipe./stovepipe.. /, SantaSand\; ClauClaua'Claua* 'is/a'isisa' , /1i-1i- . ,

: veryvery''CleververyClever'' ' cleverr t man.man. 'HeHe' ,
" 'can'scans' can '

; iversven make\cariboumakecariboumakei'makei;'\, carlbo .mittenmitten.,mittens'mittens -' and
*"* .,
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The.The. fondled'thefondledthefondled'fondled' , recefved."Hi'smelledrecefved.HismelledrecefvedHismelled. " '"" youngster the gifts he had received.received He smelled
The lnewnetsnewness'orthelittlenewnessorthelittle'of Thai, little''NrtlittleNrt'

;
,

'
shirt 'and"and" the.thethe . dungareedungarees , ,

He fried
'

onon
hihis i; caribou mittensmittena

i,
andand .theythey,. ,they , .fitted'just.fittedjustfittedjustfited.

( ' just
,

'right.right.right"tight.tight.tight'" .
" He'HeHe

,
, turned "

'
,

' from his . 4 -" , "' ' ' t't"' 3 14mommomentarilynt rily awayway parentparents.parents
,

' . ; .' 'IdId,'" .'

F "YouYouOr6u") WO.'MyWO.MyWOMy.
' Veiyv-iry best-'jfriendbest'jfriendjfriendbest.friendbestfriend-.

'
,; SantiClaustanti'tlaus"tantitlaus'

, '
,
*",' he murmuredlmirm 4

', very oftly :
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