electrical bills of §100 to $200
for electricity which has been
provided free by the village to
village members for years,

Fred Slawson and his family
will not be asked to pay the
bills according to their artor-
ney Lewis Gordon.

The council decided last
month to begin charging all
non-members for electricity as
a “conservation measure,”

Electrical fees are still pro.

vided to white teachers living
in the village.

The electricity ruling stems
from the eviction case pending

their landlonds in mid-summer.

Village council leaders con-
tend that the homeowners
were granted their houses by
the village council which paid
for the structures with money
eatned from the sale of Cook
Inlet ol leases by Tyonek.

At the same time that grant
was made the village passed
an ordinance prohibiting any-
one who is not a village mem-
ber from residing or staying
in the village longer than 14
hours without village council
approval.

The Pucketts sought and re-
ceived council permission in
the fall of 1981 to rent and

stay
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in the housing until
close of the 198182 school
ear in May. M. Puckett is
secretary at the school.

According to the suit in fed-
eral court, the Pucketts were
asked to leave after the school
year was over but they refused
because Mrs. Puckett wanted
to keep her job. Her hushand,
a_former employee at Tyonek
Timber had lost his job and
was unable to find other work.
- Slawson, who also lost his
job when Tyonek Timber cut
back, will be able to continue
receiving free electrical service.
Gordon said the decision on
who must pay was based “on
the relative financial condition
of the two™ families.

Gordon said that U.S. Dis-
trict Judge James Fitzgerald
allowed Slawson to receive the
utilities free until he can
make a final roling on the
merits of the entire case




