Dennis Demmert, director of
e Alaska MNative |’r|1gr;1.llls at
the Unversity of Alaska, Fair-
banks, has been named to the
Natwnal Advisory Council on
[ndian Fducation

As 2 member of the advisory
panel, Demmert will have a

voice in setting the direction
for Indian education programs
on a nationwide basis. Dem-
mert was recommended for the
position by US. Sen. Ted
Slevens -

The I5-member  council
meels annually in Washington

0C. Members are appointed
for three-year-lems.

Demmert said he hasn't re-
ceived an extensive explanation
of his responsibilities from the
LS. Department of Education
but said the panel will be re-
porting on educational matters

‘student

to the president and Congress.

In the past the council has
advised three primary commit-
teés — the House Education
and Labor Committee: the Sen-
ate Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee and the
Senate Select Commutlee on
Indian Affairs.

One of Demmen's pnmary
concerns is “the same 1ssue
facing most federal programs
pnow, the anticipated culs n
programs.”

Demmert said the federally
funded Indian education pro-
grams have provided valuable
help to Native students in the
past because they respond 1o
needs. He suid that
cutting such a program could
be harmful to Indian education
PrOgrams

After attending the village
school in Craig, a BIA school
in Sitka, and Sheldon Jackson
High School and Junior Col-
lege, he wenl on to receive a
master's degree from Harvard,
‘with graduate studies there and
al Boston University.

Through the years Demmert
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has served on a number of
Alaska citizen education com-
mittees, including the Ketchi-
kan Borough Board of Educa-
tion, the Alaska Native Edu-
cation Association, and the
Task Force on Teacher Centif-
ication for the Alaska Depart.

ment of Education.
He 1s a2 member of the Ad-

visory Council on ESEA Title
IV programs, and serves as
chairman of the board of the
Institute of Alaska Native Ars

An Armmy veteran and for-
mer commercial fisherman and
jolEneyman  carpenter, Dem-
mert has also held membership
in the Central Council of Thn.
git-Hada Indians, the Alaska
Mative Brotherhood, and was a
US. representative al the UN-
ESCO expents’ Conference on
Circumpalar Studies

“I am pleased President
Reagan chose Dennis for this
post,” Stevens said, “He 15 a
well professional
educator who has been deeply
involved n Native education
throughout his life. He should
be an asset to the council ™

qualified,




