To this lawyer, education is:

By BILL HESS
Tundra Times

Native education is very im-
portant to Ella Anagick

When. she was a child, most
of the people living in her
village of Unalakleet were very

I

Ella Anagick poses with ©
fifth graders

poor, although she remembers
them as being hard-working
and resourceful. They  built
their own homes, and filled
their dinner plates with food
they had wrested from one of
the harshest environments on

and Jerry Collins, 12

earth.

“When | was 10 years old,
| remember going to some of
the teachers’ houses,” Anagick
recalls her encounters with an-
other wordd which had already
set itsell down amongst her

:F-."‘r::. A

oL ke ey
g T i{.._'.li;_ ] I'I."
-"l'illql--' . Ii = Ea

N U

&

3. Walters and Mic

lnupiat people. “They lived
in really nice houses. | remem-
ber thinking, if | could get
an education, | could be a
teacher and live in a house like
that!™

Anagick’s goal to better her-

-Goodwin, Both 1kyearold
an attorney, has a strong interest in Native education.

self never left her. After finish-
ing up her days in the Bureau
of Indisn Affairs day school in
Unalakleet, she = attended
Mt, Edgecumbe High School
for three years and then trans-
ferred to Ajea in Hawaii for
her senlor year,

While there, she learned
about a university in California
called Stanford, which was
reputed to be an excellent
school. She applied, was accep-
ted, found the money neces-
sary and finally graduated after
majoring in math, She then
went on to Dickinson School
in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where
she camed her law degree.
She now works fulltime as a
lawyer for Calista Regional
Corp. and the Associstion of
Village Council Presidents.

MNow Anagick wants 1o let
young Alaskan Natives know
the value of an education.
“Our " ancestors had to de-
velop very keen skills and
acumen to survive oul in the
harsh efivironment,” she ex-
plains, “In developing their
skills they were extra resource-
ful. They had to rely on them-
selves for everything! They
buill their own housing and
caught their own food,”

Although there seem io be
many problems in the educs-
tion of Native stodents, Ana-
gick feels that if young people
can apply the same resource-
fulness and energy their ances-
tors had, they will do well
in their studies. In fact, she
believes, if students wamt to
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(Continued from Page Seven)
couldn't make it, and she ex-
pects other students might face
similar doubts. “If you have
the drive to really do it, then
nothing anyone says can slop
you. You set your mind to
do- it, and once you sel your

mind, you no longer have

fear. It's a matter of mental
attitude.”

o Although ~ her - gncestors
+ tad not gone through the aca-
demic university system; Ana-
gick found thoughts of them 1n

be a gredt help during hard
times. “| thought of my great
grandparents, and the way they
hid lived in Unalakleet.

“This was a contributing fac-

tor to my getting through

‘school, Because | knew of the

lifestyle they had lived, and
the pride they had taken in
their heritage, and the time
they had taken to train us,”
Anagick passed hlf Alaskan
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