Special session targets subsistence
Cowper says he has a plan to prevent federal takeover

by Geoll Kenoedy
fur the Tussdrs §ines

Flie special session on pubsistence
begins oday

Ciov, Steve Cowper culled the
Legislature bisck o sessiom to replice
thie rural preference subsistence liw
declyred  unconstitutional  last
December by the Alaskn Supremy
Court

Clowper adomitted he didn't hive the
necessary twodhirds” vole 10 pass o
constitutionsl  amendment (o the
vitiers, Bul he was prepanng an ahivr
nite plan, he said, which he has nol
muule public

Cowper  announced  his  decision
alwer the lederal governmen! revealed
its temporary regulations for mianig-
ing fish and game on *“public’” lands,

leddenl lamds no setected by the stute
i

v Malwve corperabiim

Cowper waornied that the lederil
plan appeared s ““hemgn’ that
wiould ] lawmaklers into beheving
the takeover woukin't affect hunting
wid fishing very much i the stole

Clowper wegues the takeover could
become permanent. Then bureairats
m Washimgron, 1.C, will decide whn
my bt and fish in Adaska and wihen
und where they may do so, he suys

Phe spevial session will mal stip Hh
tikeover, which bepins Sunday - Thaee
Alaska Supreme Court vhis month re
jected @ shte reguest W delay thal
takeover, The count had et tha
dendling Tor replacing the law atter
decihing o wunbinrly dwserommmgies
againsd wrban Adnskany

The state had enacied the rural
e ference 1o conlorm o the Aliska
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* Alaskans disagree about subsistence

R TRV ELTE AT g ane

Peabiomal Tnterest Labids Conseryvidtion
Act o THRE That law allows the <te
Wy muanoge fish and game as lopg us
iomeets the federal reguirements

When  Alaska’s subsistonce  law
bevoines vanild nest Sunday, the stale
will o lomger conloim o ANILCA
Phint law regquiires the Tederl ukeover

When the Legslature  Twked 10
replave  the  wmconstitutional  law
tederal olficils rushed o wi regula
tony lor the takeover

Cowper, Reps, Lyman Holtmun,
D-Bethe!, George  Jocko, D-Pedro
By, amd Kay Walhis, B-Fort Yukion,
itrowduced  mwasiires. (o amemd the
state constitution, but the state Hiwse
hiled by thiree voles B enact aocon
stitutional mendooent and the Sepae
never even voted on such o measure

!.'uwru:r has Been nuteting with
terestiod prowups on all sides of the ssue
i atlemnipd e feach a consensios on
the vsue, sabd aide Ermie Piper. H the
fowernor can't gel the necessary two
thards” vaote, he may settle for pasang
anither subsistence law, bui such a
teasure will probably ol Gl o coun
Fest, hee sind

Hut comcting another subsistence ow
ik vme advantage . 1 reguires only a
mmajority vole i each hivse, Amenid

i the comstitulmn yeguites approoval
by 27 0l AU reprosentstives wmd 13 o
MY serigory before viders would decide
the ssue mn the November generil
clection

AL an Anchorage hearing June 13,
witnesses provided Hile evidenee ol
mowving toward the consensus Cowpes
meeids:

Urale Bondurant of Cooper Landing
discounted  the threat of a federl
Grheover. The state’s inaction Toreed
the federal government o decide thar
mavigable waters belong o the state
even i they pass theough' fedecal lamds,
b sand,

Ul orevognize o race or ethni
groap.” Booduramt added. " The
hwman  race 15 the only race |
recogmze, und Um o member of that
ad am prowd of " be added

Sam McDowell, whi suceessiully
challenged the state subkistence law,
said the real managers of fsh and
guwme are peither the stute nor the
lederal government, bul the cours,

Joanne  Lovitze Edowston ol An
chorage  recommended  changing
ANILOA o conform e state law, m
steaid of the other way around.

Carol Jensen of Anchorage sup
poried the federal tikeover and dis
counted the “gloom and doom and
hysteria that owr Washington delega
Lhisn 15 pronieting

Phis Adaski deleguiion by warned
a Tederpl keover could eventuully
fead o a complete ban on hunting on
tedera! lamds in Alaska:

Bob Polusky, the dicecior of sub-
ststene ad nuniesl resources Jor the
Ruril Adaskn Conundnily Action Pro
promy, disapreed with Jensen

" All Aliskins will be sitting an the
sidelines, so o speak, while the federal
povernment decides their fue,™ as o
result of the lederal wkeover, he
predicted

Paul Swetzol srcused the Tederl
povernment of vulaling  the  Ad
munistrative  Procedures Act by
developimg s tukeover regulations
“hebiumd closed diwrs™ wathoul albow -
g the public we partwipate i the
e ss

He also onticized federl officials
for holding heanings in Anchorage,
Furbanks, Jupeau and Bethel aod nong
i the villuges, despite the Tnct that the
regulations will affect people m the
villuges miove than any other Aliskans,

“The imphcation thut Native peo
Pl e oy o cheat and nol preserve
the resource when we ' ve dong such i
o] job over the past 10(KK) years
andd you guys come up here smd argue
with us about whether we have a righ
toy oy thast, this is a biede off the wall,™
he smd

Ralph Eluskn, the charman of the

Bowrd of the Aluska Fededuion ol
Mutives, snd the federal regolutuns
violute the et of Congress when il
enacled ANILUCA because they
wdversely alfect)

*The process of regalating Hsh and
wildhife in Adasku

*The abiliy of rural residents 1o
meel their subsistence needs thrmgh
hunting and fshing

ANILCA clearly requires the .S,
Fash and Wildlile Service wo decide in
tavor of the subsistence rights of nural
Alaskans whenever it's unclear which
federal law w obey, Eluska sad,

“Virtually every other interest in the
debate: sport users, commercul users,
state munagers, federal managers wnd
uthers have been accommodated in
these regulations at the expehise o
precisely  those people in whose
ceonomic und culiural interests Con
gress acled in 1980, he smd.

esa Jacobsson, who lives near
Sterling, Wentified hersell as one of
the Native women arrestéd for sub
sistence fishang on the beach at Cook
Inlet

“Weve done more time in gl than
Capt. Huzelwood,"" she smd. “"This
tian destroyed Wl the fish amd wildlife
here amd he left the stnte, and we
caught 112 ish and did six weeks i
the state gyl



