Assembly OKs
plans for Native
Heritage Park

hy Geoll Kennedy
for the Tunidre Times

The Alnska Native Heritage Park
won approval from the Anchorage
Assembly the second time around last
week.

The pssembly June 5 had turned
down the proposal, but hod voled o
reconsider.

The assenihly voted b-3 Tuesday 10
lese S9 acres in Eaxt Anchorage 1o
Alaska Native Herige Park Inc. for
the tounst facility

The developer wounty 1o build
replicas of Indipn, Eskimo amvd Adewt
villages us they were helore contict
with Russians, The pluns include un
pmphitheater, oudoy performance
wrens, a display hall, retail shops wnd
n restanrant jowed by trals
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° Assembly approves Native heritage park

Cisrifirnibed drom i o

Phe Mative heritage park would by
part of Far Nocth Bicemtenmal Park
i 2K acre area i what sl 1o be
citlled the Camphell Tracr ol Capmp
Pl Adrstop Bogl

Planners estimite the park would
draw upoto 250,000 visitors o year
Frovm My 1o Sepremby

The Mhyeur lease would requiare the
corpnranion e skt budhding wathim
P venrs, uanless o reguested an
R AT TR

Alaskin Hormuge Park  Ine. woulil
[ty S0 a0 vear Ton the Dirst Tivie years
Mier thart, the conparation wouled pin
Upercetnt ol the aclimissmim revenies
anmd 7 percent ol the poss el
LN vl yedar .
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e ot Prowm bone 5 Anthe o
g fwor weweko . I alesised thes
wr bl e mes Do peteo b e rodrmcipall
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Chie woldd reguire Alaska Mty
ernmee Tnc. mooprove it bas enough
ey G operate Tor ol least five
VAT

A sevind woulid regunne thi
ﬂ-l.:-"-'l,'lﬂlil.,’l' L [E] I'Il'i-l'l.u'li.ll.’ I I.I.I..l.,l."i'lll.ll-h.ll.
ahatdonment  guaranide " in case
Hentage defaulied on s lense amd
abanddoned the propony

Al a thind wonld require a review
of the lease terms every three year (o
ailjust municipal fees 1o the fur marke
value of the property,

Phe president ol the corportion,
Lyulia Hoys, responded o the amend
mients with restraomt,

“You have 1o be cautious until you
see the terms of the lease. The
specilics are not there yet, " she sald.

The amendments address concerns
borth v the city and 1o the corporation,
Huys wnd

“We don't want to il uny more
than the city would want us to Tail,’
she sand

Ul heritnge park project hus been
H!Ih]L'l.'ll.'li 1o an Vestranndinary review
andd  extraordinery  réquiirements,

‘You have to be
cautious until you
see the terms of
the lease. The
specifics are not
there yet.’

—Lydia Hays

Plays sand Ulswad by pohiey - poade g
b g o general proneiples bl
lesive thw e gon b of et ls ol
s, sk seid

€ s peanted oot the amendmenis
L hot) speciies, ot Barnett sad the
sitails wonbd be wionked st belore the
mmepility signed any lease,

Assembly member Crag Campbell
alsor vl for the purk. He had been
absent Tor the June 5 vime

Twivimenmbers whio vioted against the
ek June § were absent for Tuesday s
Vo,

That vine lrlggrn:d i petition drive
by Fricnds of Campbell Tract whio ae
secking 5,600 signutures to require the
matter be decided hy voters in the Oc-
tober leeal election.

Some Anchorage residents who live
near the park are concerned about the
eliects on thewr neighborhood . Othery
oppose the park beciuse they want the
ares o remuain undeveloped for cross-
country skiers, dog-mushers and
hikers. And some support a Notive
cultural center, but not in o city park

But a buffer of 17 acres separates
the park from heavily traveled Tudor
Road, Hays said. Planners ns far back
ws 19T intended the area for moderate
development, she sand.

In addition,  raciymn
msunderstanding  phou

and
MNalive

Natives are hisman bemgs with feel
inps, she sl

“The whea of o statewide cultural
center bridges those gape amd brings
s cliser together, ™ she suild

vultures helps Tuel ihe uppmrimn lou
Mative cultural center e oa cny purk.
she added

Some Anchorage residints seem
umable W recopgmize  that Alaska



