He’s spending his time trying to survive

by Helen Chuse
Coak Dubei Tl Comescll

James Denman, who s only 15, 1s
dying.

His mother is irying desperately o
save his life. Eva Awchak continues Lo
scarch for a person whose blood will
match her son's. Denmun  has
leukemin and 15 now into s fourth
year of Gghting the cancer

In October 1986 Denman wias seén
tor o routine school physical so he
woukd play hockey. The doctor noticed
an upssually low white blood cell
count and ordered more testing per
tormed, The results showed Denman s
bone marrow, the jellylike tissue in the
cavities of bones which produces red
and séhite blood cells, had been in-
vaded by cancer

1 didn’t know what was gomg on, ™'
D sand

‘I have a lot of
hope. | haven't
given up yet. |
still try to do
regular things. . .’

—James Denman

owiee oy FL o the G, | heuaghi
itmeant 1 would hove 1o have o bone
trom one of my brothers. Al
evervihimg woukl he OK, " he said

Four years Luter Denman doesn't
sound ke a 15 vear-old. He now
speaks medwal pargon Hoently gl
s easaly  dibvout  Iloviwd o,
phitebets and bone marmow tramnsplanes

Donnum undorstands clehely  the
gerions ey ol s situitviem. 1l e
dliresn 0 Divwd dhe roeht ddodior s e
will di

[ haive o lot of hope. T haven'|

piven up yel b stldl ey o doopepubio
thanes hike o the the movies with ms
festmads Jroom school, bul there ane
restrictons, " he spnd

B onse ol the higeh risk ol imlection
when exposed 1o coowds,  Dhemman
and et cun’t swm oan e pubshic ool
ard e swtatimene s e omly e e can
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Mo that school s out Tor the sum
mer. Ddemmian spaemcds moost of s Uirg
at howse, kept company by s miom
amil s Qeyear-ohd hirather . Michael

"|.|Iir|l|I!,_F1'i he wonild ke o make

(uris lor the Tatore, pphit sow
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Py wonceitrales on vang long
enicigh tor the hone martioow Transiu
sy thol can cure lam

Alter the leukemia had been
diagnosed, Denmuan was prescribed
Hydrosyurea 1o control the whiic
Plowsd cell cosamt, Afrer three and o half
years, the deog s no longer doing the
piah

Denman’s physician, e, Terome
Nisenbeny, o peduriciun  a the
Alaskn Native Medical Center, hail
his cuse for the Tirst three yoars

Denmuan. was senl 10 Seattle n
Precember for trestment. Lipon his

return 1o Anchorgge, Denman was
transterred o andlher doctor, as he
hid outgrown th peduitric ward ai
ANMC

Becoming more depressed by her
somn’ s dignosis and lack of responae
o tresatment, Atchak tried rooswork wnd
keop her family together,

Co-workers encouraged Alchak o
tnlk about the situation and never give
up. Adchak learned thist 7O percent o
all bone marrow  tranfusions come
from vutside the family, and this
statistic  inspired  her o seek  an
unrelated donor

In December, Awchok domaed her
owh hone murrow (o keep her som
alhive, The match wis not exact, bul
il hias prolonged Demman’s lile o She
hopes 10s long enough Tor the right
donor o be found

Anuother bone marmow transiusum
Froe his muthier would e fatal o
Lrenman due (o the buddup of an
nbodies  prodoced  Trom the  Dirst
preedure

Adchak o Eskomge amd by nutire 1y
quiet and  reserved, Only o ol
desperation has she been able 1o vonnge
forward and ask for help
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