Ruling may mean subsistence permits
SUBSISTENCE
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Feople who are “‘costomury  und
trmdional  subsislence users may be
revjudied 1o apply Tor a perm in ordes
o contanue hannng in Aloska, sccon)
g b ades sion ssued Wadnesday by
Superior Coury Judige Beverly Cutler

I decinion expected W allfect the
statewide  subsislende  debate,  the
Palmer juidge olso sand thot stwe Taw
caniist be amendéd o meet Tederl
subsastence  cequiremients il i
cenplisnee can be oblained only with
e vonstititional wnendiment.

Rulimg  that the state  Supreme
Carart’s D, 22 dedision dad mi en
ey drase Alasha s subsistence liw
Clitler sand ihe state  law clin Iwe
Csevered Trom the rural reswdeney
egurerent determined W be un
costitutional Phis leaves iy place the
subiistence prondy, aecording o the
dicsm

Cubher wias respamihing 1ooa motion
b the state 1o detenmme whethet the
Supreme Court list Dederber threw
vl all of Alasha s subsestenee low o
vy that part which provided a sub
sistence priority Tor tural residents

Her décision mcans that subsisichice
users will sl have prelerence over
ethaet tsers of Badand wildlife in times
el scareny . b, except for the
Ul preferende prondisions, the stoe
subsastence low will rermn o elfec

Phe state Suprerme Court sand the
Low nbairky diserimmited againat
s e e outdsdde rarul sreany, The
warlrt geave the stide il next Sundiy
luly 1, w replie that law

Adter the Legisbature Tk 1o tho s,
Cion . Steve Cowper culled them back
It speciial session tilay.

‘Clearly there will
be some confusion
and difficulty in
determining who
actually are sub-
sistence users and
who are not.’
~—Judge Beverly Cutler

While lawnukers deliberate, stute
Lish lind pame olficials will have
1.[L"'|-'I"-'I.' [ TSLLY .'uil]"!hl'n.ll."lli,'l,' l'l.'ﬂlllﬂli]ﬂﬂ'-i

I epechng argdmens that the
Supreme Court threw oul the entire
subsistence low, Cutler admuiied heér
decision would put an extra burden on
state iflictals

“Clearty there will be somie confu-
stom gnd diffreulty m determinimg who
wictully are subsistience asers and whio
are not, " she saud

But the state can devise regulistions
L et subsisience uses o continue
and 1o manage Hsh and game foe other
uses as well, she sand

Cutler proposed n:gulul,mnﬁ Lo -
phying tor subsistence permits, That
paperwark prodess shouldn't be tha
mch o a burden, she suid

“Aluska already has o sysiem in
e for all residents oy apply for Per
idneil Fund dividends, " Cutler suid.

However, Ciaw. Steve Uowper sad
o press conference Thursday thal the
Ciitler decision may cost the siale %1
il biom dollisrs nnd require dozens of
mew workers 1o administer. Aod 1

could mean so many new subsistence
users that wrban spont hunters and
commmerctal  fshiers could be das
qualified, he added

The court decision will reguire the
state 1o determmne which mdividuals,
not which communities, will be en
tled o subsistence prederence, saud
Assistant - Attorney General  Tom
Koesier

The decision  alsy  means  local
reshdents  will huve  subsistence
poocites when Dsh bnd game are so
searce there s not enough qust lor sub
sistence users, Roesler added

Fhe Joimt Boards of Fisheries and
Gune will have (o develop criteria To
determomng individuads” " customary
and trahitional’” nses, sakd Norman
Cohen, the deputy commissioner ol
the Alpskn Department of Fish and
Guame.

The boards also will have (o deter
e where non-rual Alaskans, such
us the Kenuitze on the Kenat Penin
sula, huve custormarily and traditional
by reled om subsistence, be sad. I od
dition, the boards will have o set up
an apphication process lor determin
g which individuals may or may not
quadity for subsistence, Cohen sad

The decksion dlso means the siate
iy baave to call off the following Tall
hunts

Lt 4 deer (NE Chichagol 1s.),
Ut 1D moose (Hanes), Uni SA
muine, Unit 11 Mentasta caribou,
Upit 12/18 Nelchinn coribou, Unu
I5C English Bay goats, Unit 13 moose

(Copper River), Unit 15 moose and
Unit 16 moose (Matsu Valley),

"Whether any of the above lisied
hunts will occur this full or o is a
yuestion which we cun’t answer for
vertam af this time, " Cohen sald, 't
depends upon how guickly the boards
cun et and the sdministrative deter
minaticny of elygibility made. "

Cne legrsioior welcomed the Cutler
devisinn

“1'mopleased,”” sald Rep Lyman
Hoffman, D-Bethel. However, he ex
pressed  some  reservations  ahoul
paperwork  requirements  for  sub-
sistence Users

But Hoffman said he has received
assurances from state officials that the
stite oy not have o impose such re-
Guirements on rural residents.

The decision may enhance chances
for o constitutional amendment during
the specinl session because 1t reduces
Jowmakers' incentives Lo oppose such
an amendment, he sod

“People may say of isntworth i,
Hottman said

Fhe recem decision by federal of-
ficials that navigable waters belong to
the state even if they run through
federnl lands leaves subsistence fishing
et , Homan said. And the Cuther
decision reaffirms subsistence rights
on both federal and stmte lands, he
said,

Rural subsistence opponents don’t
have that much lefl 10 oppose, Holl-
mn sad



