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Native organizations must act now

by Julie Kitka
Presbdent, Alashi Federution ol Nallves

I light of the impending federal tkeover ol fish and gume manage-
mient on public lands, Gov. Steve Cowper has called the Alaska
Legislature inth special session today

The subsistenve challenge lowmakers are faced with is how the
siute of Adaska can regn numagement authority over lish anl
wilidlife pesources on more than 60 percent of Alaska’s land atfected
by the okeover

Utihess the Alusha Constatution i anended wallosy the preference,
stite Tiw will venun owt of complionee with federal law, and the
Federal governiment must assume management responsibdity on all
public Fands

During the reguilar legislative session This sprimg. Howse Bawimiikers
comsidered o propesal o amend thee Alaskn Constitution. AFN and
cithier Native drganizstions went on record im ununimous support of
A amendment flowing the Subsistence Summu Conference of the
statewide Native community last Apnil

Uinfortunately, the measure fled 1o puss by the magority needed
(37 votes) umid never even cime woa vore in the Senate. The state
of Alasks faves o similar siuation during the specil session:
Legslmors must set o block federal intervention or ive with the
reality of dual management in Alaska tor an indefinite period of tine

AEN and other Native organizations need the support of the
villages (o be successiul in tas effort. 1t is essentinl that the stitewide
Native community remind Alaska's legislators of their obligation
e proteet the welfare of all residents of the stale.

Wi urge you to send public opinion messages — via the Ligislative
Information Office nedrest you — and phone calls of support 1o your
represertatives sl senators, as well as o House Speaker Sam Cot
ten and Semte Presulent Tim Kelly. Time s too shont for letters
Please call fonday

This wsare 15 by Lar the most important challenge before Aliska
Matives todiy 1 the Legislature dees not rass an acceptable con
stitiiona! smendment. AFN and other Native oFgimizations are
preqared o ke Tepal sonon. We atready hive been informed thi
Ve A sk Oitdone Counctl and the Natona] Bille Assowntion e
planning W file o lawsun challenpimge Tate YTHE of ANITCA on
ledderal comstitunmal g rounds

Flins toims off village couneils, village corporations and Nabive
pegional orgonzstns st iow ke clear they are [or & constitg
tiotal amendiwent doe oo sl preference. We anst renund the
Loy shatire i o uneertan termms ol its obligotuon o keep stawe con:
ol ol fish and game. and o we must act immediately o onded 1o
wehweve our goal




