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Alaska Natives can have clout

To the edibor:

| have been impressed with the let-
ters o the editor recently. | knew sub
sistence would be the issue 1o awaken
Aluskas Native hearts.

Btds sir, Teis i bag election Year. Now
iv the time 1o ke notice what our
glevted officiuls huve done tor us. 11
they huave Taidled us, it oup faule, oo
We omiost vite. AL of s Aluska
Matives, as 8 group, must show we
cire what happens o us by voling

We did it before, m the early " Fs,
amd ot wirs our vote that becanie the
swing vite, We can do i again

| studied politeal seience i college
ard spoke to muny politicans who sid
they  don’t bother campugmng in
Mative villiages because we don't vate,
it why bother spending any money o
conne tooonr villages and see whit we
need !

We have the chance 1o urn things
arcundd ngiin and show that we have
political power. Let's doat this year
Register 1o vole now. then vole

I challenge the Tumdra Times 1o do
whiit Howard Rock did before, make
the Tumdra Timey the true voice of
Alasks Nanves and encourage us o
vire hy runming amicles in every paper
W essiies until election dime, That wall
help us 1o twrm out in numbers that o
v show our political force,

Find out how your legislatirs voted
i utbsistence, 1 they did oot acy, find
ome who will and support am or her
by your vole. Ax Tor the governoss
electhiom, this 1 the big ope

The Indins i Washinglon stalg
koew therr poliial clout aod Tound
ot candidire they could support. His
wame s Ciov . Booth Gardner. 1T was
thae et vaste. amitend, thar helped get

him elected.

Behind the scenes he worked with
the Indian groups on s madern day
treaty, called the Centennial Accond,
which recognized the sovereignly of
the tribes, When he way tected he
e true his word 1o rec e their
power by sipning the trec oy It was o
Mg somalar 1o ours,

When | spoke 1o the Indian tnibeés in
Wishington state and the govermir's
office they all said they were ashimed
o see how the state of Alaskin used
nlhons of dollars 1o Ozl the poor
Aluskin Natives i court on subsistence
(B TTCS

I wee can Tiind o candidate For gover
o whiowill work with the tbes here,
it can help o e things around by
changing the political stmosphere to
nol use s much stale money uguill':-l
Aduska Natives o court

Let's find u candidate who cares
enough to come w our villages i we
invite him or her, 15 youw isvie them
and they won'l come that must show
they don't care

If they come to your village, stamd
upe and talk about your concerns, Ask
pertinent quesiions about subsisience
and what that candidate can do o help,
Let them come and see for themselves
how ot s Lo Hive mmongst us,

We mist unite and vole or the tymn.
ny of the majority of non-Natves will
comtinue to rule our lives and we will
continue 1o lose our loved ones, ds we
hive m the near past, W0 despair. We
pre @ prowd people; let’s show our
diprity by standing up and  being
voppted . Elecr ofbeids whoowiall dothe
gl thanyg

Fowiha Conlak ol |
Uil himgebnn
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Let’s vote for subsistence supporters

To the editor:

“We the People,"" includes us, the
Alasla Natives. We st fully realize
thist we can overturn the " in-decision”
made by the Alaska Legisiature on our
sibsistence 1ssue.

It is us the peaple who will have the
deciding say on who will go back or
not go back to the halls of our
Legislature. We will fully declare our
dissatisfuction o those who were sup-
posed to represent us. The goal is to
replace those who were part of the in-
decision on our subsistence issue.

It is time to state what we are all
about wnd that our life hangs in the
halance, Our great-great grand fathers
guve us o way of life which has been
handed down tous. The very groumis
we walk on and where we reside pive
us hile

Everything arouned us b meanimg
anid purpose . The very seasons bring
forth the continuaimn ol ouwe ¢xisiend e
and our life

Clur songs and our dances, which
have been with us for centunes, give
1o us today the iime of celebrations of
our rich bounties that our creator has
given 1o us.

Murkowski

To Manuel Lujan Jr.:

I am greatly disturbed by reports |
have received of the public hearing on
subsistence held in Fairbanks on June
14. 1 understand that it was poorly
advertised, poorly staffed by nr-
propriate officials and poorly
conducted,

A small article was published in the
Fairbanks Daily News Miner on the
day of the hearing. Despite such in-

notice, the wiis 8t

I by over a hundred e, il-

lustrating how important this issue |8
o Alnskans,

Furthermore, sts for the new-

ly publithed proposed regulations

The songs deseribe and tell of our
great feats, announcing the seasons,
announcing that our Mother Earth has
opened up 10 us the land, witer
amid the very sky. Through the cen-
turies of our existence we have taken
only what we needed for our familes.

A new song is needed. A new dance
14 needed 1o portray the gross imjustice
that has been handed down to us, The
pen is mightier than the sword. All of
our Alaska Native pens should be
signed on the dotted lines of the voter
registrution forms and in record turn-
out 1o vote against the poliical can-
chidtutes who bave put a real threat on
omar life

We should carefully screen those
who will be representing us and see
that they do represent our interests nud
will ot impose any legstilion Hha
woull thresten our life aml o
ERistence.

Allof us now know where the state
stunds, and 1 s tme o let the state
know where we stand, drawing from
our great-great grandfathers who gave
us the will to Tive and taught us how
to live

If we are to gain contral of our
destiny and have our ways of life

respected and understood, it is i this
election year we start by being ut the
voting polls in record numbers.

This grest land has much to offer,
and 1t uppears that our ways and our
EXIMENCE — OUT VETY Presence — are
not fully recognized

If there was some recogrinon by the
lawmakers who represent uy, they
would have given fuld consideration of
cur life. our culiure, our traditions,
our custams, our seasons for gather-
mg and hunting for our traditiona]
foods which sistin us.

It appears that this was not o the
discussion of passapge of the sub
sistence tssie 1 s0, we would niot be
where we ure 1o this diate

Since ol s os the peoplic whi pat
these legislinors inte olfice. we have
the sume powers (o pot put them back
it office. There have been atlempls
o properly influence these legslintors
while they were in session, und you
now see the resilis

Any politician s the most vialnerable
during an election year. It is time (o
put the right legislators into office who
will Tully understand us, our cultures,

wants new hearings

were 1o be expected but copies of the
regulations were not readily available
it the beginning of the hearing. They
were ultimately found in the Bureau
of Land Management Land Office in

an unopened box.

What disturbs me the most about
this fissco is the ﬂlﬂlmmc

avernment representation. -
E:hﬂm-:lu law judge with the Na-
tional Park Service in Salt Lake City
conducted the hearing.

He announcing that he
knew n this issue, He then
further offended the assembled by
prevemting an Inupiag woman from test
fying in her Native language by for-

bidding her from speaking o
“foreign language,’

Although Walter Stieglitz, Alaska

ional director of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, and Boyd Evison,
Aliska Regional director of the Na-
tional Park Serivce, have lfnllﬁ
for the haphazund conduct of this hear-
ing. | request that another hearing be
scheduled for Fairbanks,

I would also request that hearings
he held in Bush so that I caun
be assured thai the public comment
record will be meamngful,

Best regarcs,
Sen. Frank H. Murkowsk)
Washington, D.C.

our rrch heritages, our ich trditons
We are people who sull hive off the
Tand!

Once there is a threat belore us, we
cannot be silenmt about ourselves. We
have the night 1o put people into of-
fice who will have full understanding
of us not only on subsistence, bt on
severul issues that confront us at other
levels: proper education, ecopomic
developrient, sctive invalvement with
foreign trade which s rapudly develop
ing eght within our presence. And yet
lpok at our unemployment rafe!

We ure no strangers e A
Inwemakers. But look ot what kappeped
with subsistence . 11 the lawmukers are
uble 10 do what they did with sub
wstence, how imuch more will they
eradwdly infronge upon our e amd
our existence' The higger question s
whit mwre will happen o us?

10 s tome 1o yote ot thise whio have
ey understandimg of subsistence The
very source o our lile has been
threalened. The battle lines have been
drawn, and the voting polls are talk
ing 1 us,

Tertunce H. Booth
Metlakatla
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We waloome latlers 1o the aditor on
any subject. Wa need Io hear

fraim J
Write, Tundra Tmlun P.O. Box
104480 Annhnﬂgﬂ. AK
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