We must amend the state constitution

by Sen. Juhne Binkley
for ihe Twides Times

JUNEAL — July I, 1%58), conld be
o dirk diy e the lstary of Allska
On that day, unless we chr o did
ferent course from the ome we're
following now, the people of Alaska
essentiadly will turm over the respon:
sibility of fish and gume munagement
L the ledetul govermimeni,

OPINION

Al ot happens. istend ol by
g our seasons oo bag ot ser by
A sk apporetited 1o the stute Boari
o G, borewucrats Jrom hve
federal g s the Nutional Park
Servive and the U S Fish and Wildhie
Service anong thern — will deternmie
when wmd whal we cim hani on smme
Ur theds o the bainds m o stite

Woe can avomd thos teaderal lmkeoyver
b smnendmg our constitatin o pro
vide a subsistence poonty 1o vl
sy

Fhe forces who gppose subsistenee
el ws not o do thal, claming there
wion't be any problems caused by
tederal management

| happen o belleve they 're dead
WM.

Mhink for o mwoment aboul the
History of Aluska™s dealings with the
lederipl government, W oseems us il
we e almost glwoys been treated like
w distant and somewhit odd cousin,
with obr pitermalisne federnd govemn:
ment setting the oales and telling bs
whit' s hest

Droarang those dealings, we ' ve hod 1o
fight hard Tor every right of sell-
Uetermination we've won. Why on
curth people think we now gught o
surrender such an ymportan aspect of
pnageng oue own idtairs s beyond
e

Remermber trving (o dinl with the
Nationa! Park Service dunng the 1D-2
battles of the Alaska Natonial Tnterest
Lands Conservation Act? Some ol the
folks an that apency acted as of Alaskn
were therr own prvate Disneylamd and
seered to view the people living here
as  barely wilerable visiors, 1l noj
okl trespassers

Actacl what absonnt the fechoral Tk smd

Wildlite Service” Just a chuple of
vears back, when falling duck papula
tions slong the Weu Coast ol the
Lower 48 caused o reduction in bag
Lirmits there, Fish and Wildhite cut our
Lienidts as well, despite the fact that ous
dtcks were Tn:!.lj.' hcalthy

Even though hunters kil moce docks
i Cabiformin on opeming day than we
take in our whole scason, Fish and
Wildlife's wrong-headed rtionale was
Ut Adusknris needed 1o share the pain

Fish and Wildlile also has been
eagaged e g vigorous Hghe with
Ak trappers over the right [ocon
e trapping in the Kenal Nitional
Moose Konge  Never mumd  thae
peneratinns of  Alasking have min
traplines there, Fish and  Wildhile
sinply has decided if's no loonger an
approprite aetvity for the Moose
Range and has mposed nestoctions fio
the degree thit virtually no oine can
trap there

Are these really the atnodes we
Wl Mg it |1‘!'.p_'|. as decsioms are
e aboit managimg our Lishe and
e resounes?!

I'H sdmiat the  recently  released
tederal management plan looks pret
ty bemign. But don’t ked yourselt, it's
omly the beginning. Al once we hamd
over e monagement feins o the
federal povernment, you can bet we'll
never et thom back withour a tighe

(T) JUSD g i how the g
tions will go g few years Irom now:
COR, were ready o return monge
el fothe state. butonly o you agree
ot w0 couple million more acres
under o wilderness designation ™

Subsistence may be a complex issoe,
but I'm convinecd o mority of
Alaskuns support i for @ sunple
reason: They believe that when Fish
and gnme stocks are scarce, it's only
fair that the people who depend on
these resources Tor food should have
first call on them,

Some who oppose subsistence inkist
on trying o make this o Native ver-
sy non-Native issue, even Though
more o Matives  than Natives
quathfied us subsistence wsers under the
law struck down last year by the
Alaska Supreme Coun,

These opponenis deny  the  truth
about our law — thot it wis not o mal.
ter of race but instend wis o protec
hiom extended (o all people hiving in
rural Aliska

To protect those rights, our justices
seemed w think we should have some
ki of an individually based perm-
tmg system, but | just don't beheve
that would work. Consider  the
buregucrucy we would need to deter
mine which Aluskans qualitied and
consiler the potental for abwse — and
sitbsegquent overhurvest — that womld
veeur i the system were inadequate
Iy overseen.

A rural prefer-
ence on a com-
munity-by-com-
munity basis
makes the most
sense. Recent
public opinion sur-
veys indicate most
Alaskans agree.

A ruval preference on a comminity
By -commanity basis mdkes the imost
semie. Recenl public opimion survieys
indicaie miwt Aliskians agree,

Some legislmtors apparently aren’t
listeming o the people, however. In
stz they seem o be following the ad
vice of caompargn consultants 1o make
this a partisan ssue. 1s hiird for me
to beligve that retmning stute mansge
ment of our fish and game resources
— i key clement in oour battle For
statchoodd 3 yerrs ago — could be so
cheapened now

A small but very voeal group would
have you believe that subsistence hax
caused a whaole host of problems, but
actual confhicts have been lew

For the most part, the law has meant
nothing more than o few extra hunting
days i the foll or winter for sub
sistence uses. Only i two instances

where moose populations were ex
iremely low — has the subsistence liw
required a reduction in hunting oppaor
tumities lor the goneral population

There miy be some legitimate con
cerns with sdoenistration of the Taw

thist need to be addressed, but cenuinly
they don't jusuly walking away from
subsisience or surrendering our right
o manage our own fish and game
It makes more sense (0 me o oap
prove the necessary constitutional
amenchment ad then follow through
with a dedicated effort, involving all
the interested parties, 1o remedy any
legitimate problems with subsistence
Bt instead of doing this, some peo

ple pdvocate sinng the federal govemn-
el s our magor oourse of action
State attomeyy tell us we would almost
certainly lose such a lnwswit, And m
any male, we would be under Tedeml
maragement Tor the three or four vears
it would take Tor the case o make ils
wity through the courts.

(hbers suggest amending the federal
luw that requires us o protect sub-
sistence ukers, While 1 believe our
congressaondl delegation can win some
amendments o the law and fix the pro-
blems, it will only happen if we take
care of our own business first with o
state constiunonal pmendmen).

The Girst piece of business 1 be
tiken care ol consists of convincing s
handful oF legislators that Alaskans
deserve o have thewr way on sob
sistence through # vole on o constitn
tonal amendment

Il they get the chance, | have no
doubt they Il vole 10 protect sub
sistence rights for raral residentsy and
keep Dish oand  game  muanagemen
where b belimps — in the hamlds of
Allskins



