Soviets hope to build Pacific air ‘bridge’

By Yevgeni Bugavenko
Muvisad] Press Agesicy

KHABAROVSK, SOVIET FAR
EAST — Air traffic between the
Soviet Umion and the United States is
tv kriple i the near future us o resull
of un agreement signed by President
George Bush and Mikhail Gorbuchey
during the Washington Summin

[Direct Mights will link cities in the
United Sustes with Kiev, Riga, Minsk
und Thilisi, Al the same time, Soviets
will hive v opportunity to fly strisigh
b Chacugo, Mismi, Sun Francisco amnd
Anchoruge

Frons-Paciic fhghts will be o
agurated mothe Lirst place, linking
Khubarovsk  and  Mugadun  in the
Soviel Fur Eusl with the LS Wes
Coniisl

It was the msorption oo Busspan wnd
English onoa pen that made this real
e recently. 1 tead, “Peaples i
Adaska and the Far Eust — One Peo
ple. " The pen woas Iying on the desk
ob Mludinr Skrypok, 9 who by
the Far Eastern Cial Avigtion A
mdrestrations. 10 s detintely oo signoaol
the Dimes,

Recentlv, Skeypk  wend on
business trip to Adaska o speed up the
Ceomstruction” o an o “hidge
Between the Soviet Far East and the
Uinnted States. He ook the pen with
b

Skeypik took me over to the map
ol the world thay was hanging on the
wiall and showed mw the route that the
Soviet delegation had traveled before
arriving al Anchorage.

Aler covening midre than 4, WK
miles friom Khabnrovsk o Moscow,
they ook off lor Shannon, Treland,
subscquently arniving in Cuba. From
there, they troveled o New Mexico
and  Guadolmara.  After making
stopovers in Sin Francisoo, Seatle and
Juneiaw, they Tinally 1ouched down ot

Anchorage.

The journey lusted for four and o
hall days. Skeypnik and has fellow
iravelers had logged o total of N hours
in the air

Like many people here, Skeyprik is
sure that it's impossible w develop
full-fledged economic and cultural ties
between the Soviet Far East and the
United  States  withowt  convenienl
trunsport roules.

Experts of the Far Bastern Civil
Aviation Admmstration  have pro-

e estublishing  severnl  runs-

ACihic wir rowdes. Three oplions have
Been aecepled, and cach seems fan
st ar first For example, the
Khabarovsk-San Francisep  ronte
stretehis over those areis which had
been clussified by the military as wop
seciel

Bohabarovsk experts estumaie (hat a
iranrs- Pacibe ight will lust some nine
W L s, People trveling to the Far
Fust and Middle Bast, w western
Fuaripe, Chima and Smgapore will find
s rowte rather convenbem

Atter wrangling 1t out
Khaharovsk and Moscow, the
authorinies hove at least given the go-
ahead, On Apnl |, 1991, the firsd
airlmer will tuke off from Khibarovsk
atied streak toward San Franvisco, The
plianes will be crewed by Soviet palots.

Another noostop arr ionte will con
et Khitharovak wmd Anchorage. T
will tuke airliners only Give and a half
hours 1o cover the distance between
the two vities. Petmopaviovsk-
Kamchatsky, Mogadan, Viadivostok,
Yuzhno-Sakhulinsk  and  Anadyr,
which hud been previously closed to
torcigners, will fromm pow an be wsed
by Aluska Aarlises and the Far Eastemn
Civil Aviation Adounstration as alter-
nate arports.

It also s planned to set up a joint
venture pretty soon  together  with
Evergreen Adrlines, which has s

ERN

headyuarters in Portland, Ore. By the
wiy, Ponland (s o sister ey of
K habarovak

Lvergreen Arrlines carries u lot ol
cargo all over the United Stutes aml
the Asi-Pacilic region. However
heavy wip trafhe m the skies over Japun
where transit pliunes hase (o stop for
refuching  pomes guite a problem
Hesades, the connpany s planes always
have o carry extra fuel and rescue
couipmen

Khibaroveh can serve s an alter
tative mrpeint for refbelimg Evergreen
iransponts, Both sedes stand o gam
Peomy thas, and o prelionmary agrec
fent alrendy lus been signed

Experts thunk that Fur  Eudern
Airhines can hire Boemg jels and
Clessna " Hying tis™ 10 good pdvin-
tupe. Cesso plunes can be successiul-
v wsied 1o develop new territories with
iifficolt termmn. They are  conl
ellective

The Khabarovsk Civilinn Air Dy
soft i now holding ks with dury
free representatives in Anchorage (o
open o cham ol stores. o the
Khuburovsk wirport. These wre going
b sell European and American gomls,

0k Jipranese

Soviet aviators wre shirt o1 pluncs
However, the Sovier side hus guite b
lot of skilled pileds, navigators wmwl
Hight engincers

W e o Bay g cent waectal
amid we could also “lesse our crews
o LS akrlimes Acoorndmg to our ex
peats, both tions would only st
b goan fromn this, " sald. Skevpoik

While §was idhog o Skey poak, s
stbordimites cime and went all they
e e was geiting ready o go o
Australio toone gotite the puechuse ol
o Prick-muaking factery for butlding the
new ank iermnal, Another one wis o
1y to Anchorage lor udvanced tean
g ab the local dirpaont

Repretiubly, direct Mights to than ciy
haven 1 yet become o reality,

e anceent torkes, o v led all
the wiy Fromt As (O Amenca across
the strip of lund where the Bering
Strat is vow ebanted, Well, this s
whiit Bistoruans say. We wani tooser up
an uir bridie, and we may call it " Ber
g 1wl hedp Bring out two mie
nons, who were divided by the cold
wimds o comBrofitmes o s fumige,
closer together,  Skrypnik said



