Alaska Native
changes for |

Representatives from Alaska Native
organizations from throughout Alasis
mel recently and  discussed  thear
trustraion with: the current Indin
Child Wellare Aot grunt process,

Ranging from  seasoned  grant
writers 0 newly appointed village
fepresentutives, about M panicipants
ul the conlerence expressed their con-
cerns and frustrations with the current
process of obtaiming fonding for ther
ICWA programs,

Tim DeAsis, director of the Bureau
ol Indian Affuirs division of Nuanve
Services i Juncau, saud the gothermg
represented u unique oppertunmity o
look it the entire grund nrpiimlhm pris-
vess and have the opponunity as o
group 1o revise the entire procedure
W necessary.™”

Why some grants are approved aml
funided, others are approved and oy
Tunded and stll others are complete
Iy demied was of great concern (o the
[rArtCTpants

“Weare lonking at redesignimg the
progeam nationwide. We are aware
Ihl.}l Certapm areas F'Elll.ﬂ-ll.' u:“ufdlﬁf‘v
chamges and are looking for comple-
ton by the W92 Tunding cycle, suud
Bmes Clemmions, BIA chiel of the
Socil Services Bronch an Juneau

Since its meeption W years ago, the
ICWA prant prowvess hus censaed
cascnbplly unchanged, dnd  this
et murked the fiest review o be
held m Alaska

Esthar Comnbs, exesdutve dyector ol
Conk dolet Trbal Cowncal sapd 10
veaurs s W long W pon Belween
et

CWe oneod by oreview e prosdess
every Iwo o three vems,  she sl

CAS Lar s the current grant provess

groups seek
WA grants

ICWA

goes, we hind 0 distastelul o go into
competithon with other comeactors [
funds. All contractors would like
muln-year geants, but the reality 15 this
would cut out the new  potential
grantees. '

Cuombs also spoke on the cost in:
villved in producing a grant and the
effect it has on small contractors

In the interest of evalusting and um-
proving the present system, the
representatives at the meeting were
asked o develop a document with their
recommendations by the end of the
conference. The document will then
be submitted o the Burenn of Indian
Affairs in Washington, D.C.

The comsensus of those gathered
wits that there 15 insufficient funding
it the natiomal level

Other recommendations 1o the BEA
i huded

*Abolish the competitive ppphication
PELHIL™SS

e[ hstcibure 1040 percent of all ICWA
funds. using a per capia dormula,
directly e Alaska Navve villages and
regional orgunzalions

o rantees need o form an " Toadian
Chald  Wellare Association il
develop cooperatlive prograns

Fhe group also sugpgested  thal
praorities in the apphcatson kit ire im
-rI'II'FfIill'II'iIIIL' o t"l.i.ITI'Il'lltf. revrealon
o higher prority than cmploymen
o professiomid sl ti assist tnbal
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