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OnOn September 255 , 1972 , thethe-

CIvIl

the-

CivilCivil Aeronautics Board of WashWash-Wash-

mgtoll
Wash-

ington

¬-

ingtonmgtoll ,, D Cc.. ,, cancelled AlaskaAlaska-

Alrhnes
Alaska-

AirlinesAirlinesAlrhnes rightsrIgh ts to serve the citiescities-

of
cities-

ofof Nome , Kotzebue , and Unala-UnalaUnala-

kleet
Unala-

kleet
-.

kleet"IeetIeet" , thereby relegatingrelegatmg thosethose-

communities
those-

communitiescommunities to dependence on aa-

sll1ge

a-

singlesinglesll1g\esll1ge\ carriercarner , WienWlen Consolidated'ononConsolidated-
Airlines

(' olldatedolldated-
AirlinesAirlines
AirlinesThe

The City of Kotzebue , a rere-rere-

motely
re-

motely
¬-

motely located Eskimo villagevillage-

situated
village-

situatedsituated on Kotzebue SoundSoundininmm-

the
in-

thethe extreme Northwestern porpor-por-

tion

¬.-

tiontlon of the state , has a populapopula-populat-

IOn
popula-

tion

¬-

tion ofapproximatelyofapproximately 2000 .

There is no access to KotzebueKotzebue-
other

Kotzebue-
otherother than by airair..

News of thetine September 2525-

canceliatlOlI
25-

cancellationcancellationcanceliatlOlI of Alaska AirlinesAlrlmes '

service came as a total surprisesurpnsesurpnse-
to

surprise-
toto this small community withwllhwllhsowithsososo-

vital
so-

vitalvital an interestmterest in111 air transportatransporta-transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

¬-

tion .

The CityClly of KotzebueKotlehue has1m1m-

now
has-

nownow petitioned to be allowed toto-

II1tervene
to-

interveneinterveneII1tervene in111 the matter and hashas-

requested
has-

requestedrequested thattlldt the CAB reconrecon-recon-

sider
recon-

sider
¬-

sider andandrehearrehear the casecase-

Kotzebue
case-

Kotzebue
case-

KotzebueKotzebue claims that the in111-111in-in11-

1terests

in-

terests
¬-

terests of the city were notnot-

represen
not-

representedrepresentedrepresenrepresentedinted inm prior proceedingsproceedII1gsproceedproceedings-
before

II1gsII1g-
sbeforebefore the board , "resultingresulting" m111in11-

1the

in-

thethe creation of an incompletemcompletemcomplete-
record

incomplete-
recordrecord and the failure to acac-acac-

count
ac-

count
¬-

count for the peculiar needs ofofaof-

remote
of-

remote
a

remote and impoverishedimpovemhed area "
Information on which thethe-

Board
the-

BoardBoard basedbasedItSits determinationdetermillationdetermillation-
was

determination-
waswas gatheredgatheredinin111 1969 andandISis nownow-

almost
now-

almostalmost a full four years out ofof-

date
of-

datedate . The Kotzebue briefbnef makesmakes-

aa strong assertion thatIhat the ecoeco-eco-

nomic
eco-

nomic

¬-

nomic picture paintedpallltedpallltedInpaintedinin 19691969I-

Sis not even remotely applicableapphcableapplicable-
ininn 1972-73197273- .

The 1969 records offered lithtlit-litlit-

tle

¬.-

tle evidence that the Nome-NomeNome-

Kotzebue
Nome-

Kotzebue
Nome-

Kotzebue
-

Kotzebue route wouldwouldaclllevewouldachieveachieveacllleveacllleve-

economic

achieve-

economiceconomic success . However , duedue-

to
due-

toto the development of tourtour-

packages
tour-

packagespackages , largely by Alaska AirAlr-AlrAir-Alr1-

1I1oeS

Air-

lines
¬-

lines11I1oeS , the 1972 figures show aa-

very
a-

veryvery different picture .

In 1972 ., Alaska AirlinesAlrlll1esAlrlll1e-
stransported

Airlines-

transportedtransported 10,00010000, touriststounststounsts-
through

tourists-
throughthrough the City of Kotzebue .

"ItIt" is of monumental importImport-Import-
ance

import-
ance

¬-

ance ," they noted , "thatthat" only
1.919.. per cent of thesethe e touriststounststounsts-
were

tourists-
werewere residents of the slatestate ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska .
"

Nome joined Kotzebue in givgiv-giv-

ing
giv-

ing
¬-

ing credit to Alaska AirlinesAlrlmes forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir nationwide promotion .

Both communities fear that

WienWlen , because it is anall intra-stateintrastateII1tralateantra-stateantraII1tra-II1traantrastate-
rather

- latelate-

ratherrather than an inter-stateinterstateIIlter-stateIIlter- carriercarner ,

will not have the capacity toto-

mamtaln
to-

maintainmaintainmamtaln the levellevelofof tourismtoummtoumm-
achlcved

tourism-

achievedachievedachlcved by AlaskaAla "dd" AirlinesAlrlllle\AlrlllleAirlines-

Wien
Alrlllle-

Wlen
Airlines-

Wien
\

WienWlen flewnew 1,0001000,, touriststoumh intoInto-
NOl11e

into-

NomeNomeNOl11e in111 19721972asas,1\,11,1cOl11p.tred, \ comparedcOl11p.tredcOl11ptred. to1010-

IOO10,02210022IOO, brought inm by AlaskaAIJAlaska-

Airlines
" ,!

AirlinesAlrhnes . Should that city lose10\1101lose-

its
\'

its tour industryIIldustry , it predictedpredicted-
that

predicted-
thatthat as many as one-thirdonethirdone-thmlthmlonethirdof- ol01of thethe-

retail
the-

retailretail businessesbuslllesse will behe seriouslyserloU\lyserloUlyserloUly-
affected

seriously-

affected \affected
affectedIt

ItItrouldwould\\rouldrouldrouldappearwouldappear\ appear thatthai packagepac"agepacagepac"age-
tours

package-

tours
"

tours not only resultedresultedininm profitprofit-profit-

ability

¬.-

abilityablhty for AlaskaAla ka AirlinesAlrlmesAlrlmesrho, who\\rhorhorho-
stated

who-

stated
\

stated theytheywerewere willingwllhng to10 concon-concon-
t

con-

tinue

¬-

tinuet lI1ue service with no subsidy , itIt-

also
it-

alsoalso brought a,11, healthy growth inIIIII-

Irelaled
in-

relatedrelatedrelaledrelatedindustriesindustriesII1dustues withinwlthll1 the twotwo-

COmmUl11tles

two-

communitiescommunitiesCOmmUl11tles hotels , restrest-restrest-

aurants
rest-

aurants
¬-

aurants , gift shops,ht'phtp' , native artsart\artart-

and
arts-

and
\

andandcrartsandcraftscraftscrarts , and manynJJny moreinuremore-
I109I 09 personsperson were directlydirectlYI'mdirectlYImcm-cmem-emcm-

ployed
em-

ployed
' -.

ployed by the airlinealrlme in NomeNume ,

KotzebueKotlebue , and UnalakleetUnaldkleet , andand-

nany
and-

nanynany supportingsupportmg jobs were crecre-crecre-

ated
¬.-

atedaledatedinin111 relatedrelatedactivitiesactivities ShouldShould-
the

Should-
thethe influxmflux of touriststounsts fallfallofffalloftoftoffoff-

drastically
oft-

drasticallydrastically , those communitiescommul11communities-
and

tiesties-

andandandsmallersmaller bushbu h villagesvillage nearbynearby-
would

nearby-
wouldwould suufer dire economic setset-setset-

back
t ¬.-

back .

For thistIlls reason , KotzcbueKOl7ebueKotzebue ,

"withwith"wllhwllh" great reluctancereluctdnce andandonlyonlyonly-

m
only-

ininm the face ofofabsoluteabsolute necessitynecessity-
and

necessity-
andand to prevent furtheifurthI'IfurthIIfurther' hardshiphardship-
for

hardship-
forfor itslis peoples ..,. authori/edauthoriedauthon/edauthonauthorized/ thethe-

expenditure
the-

expenditureexpenditure ofofItSits tax funds to1010-

mtervene
to-

interveneintervenemtervene inIII this matter ".
For a small community batbat-bat-

tling

¬.-

tlingthng for its very lifehfe and makingmJkll1gmJkll1g-

dally
making-

dailydailydally choices of priorities from aa-

prodigIOus
a-

prodigiousprodigious listhst ofof"Jhof"absolute"absoluteabsolute"Jholute"JhJh"absolute-
musts

"" oluteolute-

mustsmusts " , the decision to intervenemlervenemlervene-
meant

intervene-
meantmeant the sacrificesacflflce ofofotherotherother-
much

other-
muchmuch needed public servicesservices-

The
services-

The
services-

TheThe littlehttle city bravely tooklook aa-

stand
a-

standstand Bush AlaskaAlaskd must behebe-

heard
he-

heardheard
heard"The

"TheThe" peculiar andandcompelhngandcompellingcompellingcompelhngcompelhng-
mterests

compelling-
interestsinterestsmterests of the residents of bushbush-

Alaska
bush-

AlaskaAlaska had notnol beenbeell fullyfully-

voiced
fully-

voicedvoiced .
".

They sought to10 make thethe-

CAB
the-

CABCABCABawareaware that there waswa a needneed-

for
need-

forfor a determinationdetermmation to behe mademddemdde-

"more
made-

"more"moremore" inIII linehne with facts andand-

circumstances
and-

circumstancescircumstances peculiarpecuhar to an EsEs-EsEs-

kImo
Es-

kimo
¬-

kimo village andandItanditsitsIt problems .
"

What are some of thosetho probprob-prob-

lems
prob-

lems

¬-

lems ?

VirtuallyVlrtuJlly allallofolof Alaska'sAlaskasAIJ ka'skaska'snlllk'' milknlllknlllk-

product
milk-

productsproductsproduct , mealmeat , andalld produce arearcarc-

airfreighted
are-

airfreightedair-freightedairfreighted- from the lower 484H4H-

"It
48-

"It"ItIt" is imperativeImperallve thatthai the resiresI-resI-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents of thesethe villages , oftenofren thethe-

victims

( hehe-

victimsvictims ofofabjectabject poverty , behe af.If-.Ifaf-. ¬-

forded the opportunityopportUl1lty , to rerc-rcre-rerc-

celve

re-

ceive

¬-

ceivecelve thesethesetJpkstaples\tJpktJpk\ ' ., inIII usableuahle, conton-toncon-ton-

dltlon
con-

dition

¬-

ditiondltlon atIt, the lowesth\\C\1hC1)\\ possiblepO\"hlt-pO"hlthltpO"hlt-
co

possible-

costs \" -
costsco h, "

The1 he possible11lJ\\lhle11lJlhle\ \ el1'111effect' feettect thatth.1Ith1I. lacklaclack-

of

"
of competitionCOl11petltlon willII ill havehlVe, ' on thethe-

prIce

the-

priceprice ol01of all.IIII. goodsgood\goodgoodtOl11lng\ comingtOl11lngcoalingtOl11lngIlltocoalingintointoIlltoIllto-

Ihe
into-

thetheIhe communitytOmmUllItvconmlunitytOmmUllItv,1was\\,1\,11\\ ,1e"precd, \ expressede"pre\\cde"preeprecd" \ \ bybby-

the
)

the bulkbul " ol01of businessmenhU llIe ml'nmln' Medi-MediMedi-

parts

Medi-

cine

Iedl -'

cmecine , mdllniarl , IIWVlemovies" , mJLhlllermachinerymachinery-
parts

)
partsparh ,. andJndaridaridanan,111111, entire spectrumpeLlrurn ol01of01-

needed
of-

neededneeded goods arriveJrrlve by airdlrair-

Emergency
dlr-

Imergcllc
air-

EmergencyEmergencyImergcllc: ) medicalrnedlLl1mcdicil, evacuaeVdllllevacur-evacurevacur-

tion

, ¬'-

tion11011 is1\1\1Ia, I commonClIl1mOIlcotnnion, crisiscrl'l\crl'lcrllcrl'l111' \ in111 thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic , criticallycrltlc.illycrltlcilly. short on011 hospihmplhospi-hospi-

tal

¬'-

tal facilities With two carrierscamerscamers-
operatlllg

carriers-

operatingoperatingoperatlllg , frequent flightnightlight( andand-

direct
and-

directdirect connections to lite-savinglitesavinglife-savinglifeIlle-savlllIllesavllllifesaving-
urban

- !
urban centerscenter offersifter the besthesthehest-

hopes
tt-

hopcshopeshopcs of immediate1111medlIteinnniediate, carecJecare-

Every
cJe-

very
care-

Every
[

Every[very link1m " to the outsideouloutside-
world

ldelde-

worldworld , whether\ hether to their reprerepre-repre-

entatve
repre-

sentatives

¬.-

sentatives\entatve\entatve\entatvem: \ inm the lei'islaluieleiislaluielel'lIltlllelellIltllleIciislatwe',' , , inmm-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuncauJuneau , to a doctor inII; Seattlec.lttleclttle. ,. 01of01-

to
of-

toto a,11, relativerelJllve inm 1IairbanksairhanksIairhanksIJlrh.nIJlrhn. '" oror-

AndwrJge
or-

AnchorageAnchorageAndwrJge , isI dependentdepcndent on011 air.lIrlIrair-

service

. .lI-

rervlceserviceervlce,
serviceIervlceIservicel

Il he city isI askinga kmg thattl1Jl itsItits-

singlesingleslllgle linkhn " to this! I\ISIIS\ world not bebe-

IInpdlred

be-

impairedunpairedIInpdlredimpaired by administrativeadmllmtratlve fiathatfiat-

Kotzebue
Ilahat-

Kotzebue
!

KotzebueKotLCbue is one villagevlllJge speakpeak-peakspeak-speak-

ing

peak-

IIlg

¬-

ingIIlgIIlgoutingoutout It is a relatively largelarge-

village
large-

villagevillage compared to manynldny bushbmhhushbmh-

comrnul11

hush-

communitiescommunitiescomrnul11 t resres-

IfcommunitiesIfIfIfItit was a sacnficcsJcllflcesacrifice andJndandaand-

hardship
a,11,,-

1hdrdhlphardshiphdrd\hlphdrdhlp\ for Kot/ebueKotebueKollebueKotzebue/ to raiseralraise-

the
ee-

thethe fundsfund to interveneII1tervene inIJ1 a matmat-mat-

ter

¬.-

terteriterItally\ii\ItallyItallywally\ < ally concerningconcernll1g the ecoeco-eco-

nomic

eco-

nomic

¬-

nomic survivalurvlval ol01of itsIb people , itIIII-

rel1lalllS

it-

remainsremainsrel1lalllS to be seen,een how countcount-count-

less

¬.-

less smallersl1ldller , lessle , accessibledCCeS\lhledCCeSlhle\ comLom-Lomcom-Lom-

munltles

com-

munities

¬-

munitiesmunltles will larefare inIII the nextnext-

phases
next-

phasesphases ot01of the CAB hearingsheJrHlg onunun-

hush

on-

bushbushhush service


