Resident Law
Not Opposed
To Rights Laws

ANCHORAGE — The Excecu-
uve Director of the Alaska Hu-
man Rights Commussion said to-
day that the one-year residency
requirement tor state employ -
ment does not contravene Alus-
Ka human nghts laws, and
should  theretore be defended.

I a release trom hus Anchor-
age ottwee, Robert Willard said,
“If the Court mvahdates the
residency rule, vt will dorrepar-
able harm to Alaska Natives and
other minonties,”™ The Directon
said for hus agency to hold other-
wise it would be a disservice to
those persons atfected by the
purview ot this Commission.

“I strongly believe if the rule
fails the test an the Superior
Court case, challenging the r2si-
dency rule, it will cause an eco-
nomic slump in terms of welfare
and food-stamps,” he said. “Be-
cause, in the absence of a resr-
dency rule, bonafide residents,
particularly  “Alaska  Natives,
would take a second seat to the
anticipated influx of out-of-state
job seekers.”

“T have great admiration for
Governor — Egan’s  adimmistra-
ton's fight i ths assue,” the
Director smd, “and. | believe
that the sovereign (state) should
have a right to govern 1ts eco-
nomic and social programs o
accommodate the socio-econom-
ic circumstances of the State.”

The Human Rights head said
that Alaska s plagued with
constant’ unemployment prob-
lem m at least two levels. One m
urban areas and another more
perplexing areas, that of Bush
Alaska.

“The average urban unem-
ployment rate s about [1-17
per cent while i the “Bush™, nt
approaches 70-80 per cent,” he
sard, “which, m percentages tig-
ures to two to three nmes the
national average in urban centers
and more than ten tmes m Rur-
al Alaska”

Willard s o member ot the
Governor's  bqual Employment
Opportunity Commuittee, a ten-
member group that 15 working
to devise a plan of action 1o 1m-
prove the state’s nunornty pos-
ture.

He said 1f the residency rule s
struck down. there would be hit-
the chance to accomphish the ob
jective.

“Iosee httle chance 1o im-
prove at the rule s struck . he
said. .

The Rights director pomted
to a recent court of appeals de-
cision which rules that US. ¢cin-
zenship requirement tor work
does not violate the Cvil Rights
Act of 1964, as amended, when
the complaimt s based on nat-
onal ongin

“That decaision could be ap-
plicd to Alaska’s one year resi-
dency rule also.” Willard smd.

“I'meosurprised  that an this
campaign year, no one has men-
tioned this and it should be a
number one issue.” Willard con-
tinued, “Polincians always make
promises to solve the unemploy-
ment problem and this issue cer-
tainly qualifies ™



