Ten year debate ends

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS

Tumdeg T i es

Ten years of debate on how
to share 70 percent of the Alas-
ka Native Regional Corpora-
tion wealth came to an end
at 11 p.m. June 29 when repre-
sentatives of the 12 Regional

corporations  signed  their
names to a document outlin-
ing the plan.

The mood in the Cook In-
let Region, Inc. board room in
Anchorage was at once happy
and somber, apprehensive yel
relieved as the chairmen and
directors of the 12 Regional
Corporations created 10 and
one-hall’ years ago by the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement
Act approved a | 15-page docu-
menl spelling out how 1o share
corporate wealth,

I heir signatures putl an ¢nd
1o ane of the most complicated
and CRPENEIvE [35UCS 1.|a._'||:'|j£ [ b

cEpra gl cOrmoEalees sinee the

passage of the Settlement Aot
iself.

Signing the Ti document
were Sealaska’s Byron Mallont,
ASRC's Edward Hopson:, Bris-
tol Bay's Noble Dick, Koniag s
Ron  Deaner, CIRlI's  Roy
Huhndorf,, Chugach’s Edgar
Blatchford, Doyon's Sam Kito,
Calista’s Nelson Angapak, NA-
NA's John Schaeffer, Bering
Strais’  Charlie  Johnson,
Aleut’s Agafon Krukofl, and
Ahina’s Herb Smeltzer,

ANSCA included a provision
that the regional ¢orporations
mus! share with all other cor-
porations 70 percent of thei
revenues. Butl, just how 1o
share that revenue was nil
spelled out

“Almost  as soon as the
claims act was signed the ques
fans arose as 1o what hal
provision  meant,” sad  John
Shiveley oof the NANA Region

.[h'l:.' -!i'.]l.""-.[II'IIH 'I"! ley myeet

s and mepot patons whch fed

Lo a “inendly” lawsuit beng
filed in U5, District Court in
Anchorage on April 4, [9/5
by the Alent, Sealaska, Kaon
lag, Chugach and Ahtna regions
agamst the Arctic Slope, Bering
Straits, Bristol Bay, Calista,
Cook Inlet, Doyon and KANA
regrons 1o clanfy 7

According to Cook Inlet He-
gion president Roy Huhmdort,
the suit was focused on CIRI
by the judge because CIRI
wias operating oil and gas de
velopment and had geared up
with consultants and attorneys
tin study the matter

In the next five years ac
countants  and  attorneys  for
the corporationms mel freguent
|'_',.m F"l'-"‘l up millions ol dollars
i fees but pot basically no
further 0 g solution oy Lthe
problem than they were when
they staried,

Al the Beginnmg of TSI
Sealaska Regwonal Corpe Chair-

(Commued on Page Fourg



to be felt by the other rev-
enue-producing  corporations
such as NANA, CIRI, and Doy-
on and Arctic Slope Regional
Corp., he said.

Early in 1981, Mallott start-
ed talking with other corporate
leaders about removing the 7i
talks from the consultants and
attorneys and turning them
over to the “policy makers,”

Mallott says the retreat was
planned so that the represen-
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Sam Kito who represented
Doyon Limited,

“1 think #'s symbolic that
perseverance won oul because
all partwes stayed at the table.

“No one ever walked out

lo. the limit of thew position
when negotiating,” smd Kito.
Accopding to Huhndort the
finai document may be strong-
er because of the many com-
promises that were made,
Mallott says “no one leit

that board room totally happy.
. Everybody was relieved and
happy that they have an agree

ment but each still has a con-
cern. tor their ownm corpora-
tion."

At asigning ceremony Wien-
shienk said that ne telt the
document is strong Decause no
one was nappy. “If one gor-
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might be put

gained from 7i
to a test in this summer and
fall's battle on subsistence.
Nelsori Angapak called the Ti
agreement a “historical. mo-
ment second only fin impor-
mﬁl the _ signing R
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