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The ancient trade gathering
. which the Trade Fair com-
memorates was usually a two-

Trade fairs and trading rela-
tionships such as those formed
at the Sesolik fair were cen-
tral elements in traditional Es-
kimo life across the arctic, and

and new ideas across a vast
georgraphic territory.

They were an occasion for
the cessation of intergroup
animosities and contributed to
the continuing development
and adaptation of Eskimo tech-
nology and culture. Ceremonial
events such as story-telling,
danging, and contests of skill

distances before motorized
travel was introduced.
The Sesolik trade fair was

_pfun a chance for ind ividuals

_attraction

one another with clever, subtle
lyrics intended to embarrass
transgressors. Song duels were
judged by the audience on the
basis of artistic merit and wit,
and the acknowledged loser
was expected 1o bury his com-
plaint by hosting a lavish feast

at the conclusion of the con-

Lest,

Many of the best song duels
have survived as a part of the
rich Inuit oral tradition.

The volunteers organizing the
Northwest Native Trade Faur
EncOUrage visitors 1o come join

" in the fun, which is free of



