¥ New Orleans to Nuigsut
¥ A dredge built in New Or.
g leans has brought an airport
g and honors 1o the North Slope
W village of Nuigsut. The “Nu-
¢ vakti” was built in sections at
g the mouth of the Mississippi
o These sections were trucked to
P Prudhoe Bay where the drivers
# turned left down an ice ad
g Lo the village 0 miles east of
#% Barrow
¢ Re-assembled on the troren
#Colville River, the Nuvakti was
g taunched on ats st dredping
2season when the we melted
1.1':.I spring. The river bed gravel
'I'i brought up became the hase
ui the  mew 5 000 _"'qu[-[:l-
% sul airport. And that airpont
Erecently won the Grand Award
#in the 1981 Engineering Excel-
g lence Awards sponsored by the
# Consulting Engineers Council
g of Washington State,
Just the Beginning

The Nuvakti dredge and the
# Nuigsut airport are just the
#start of a blue-ribbon dredging
g project planned for the North
i Slope. A sister ship to the Nu-
#vakti will be supplying Wain-
d wright with gravel for its air-
gport this summer, A smaller
hut nearly as powerful dredge
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‘Bluesibbon dredging
‘under way in Nuigsut

from Tennessee will make its
debut near Barrow sometime in
June or July,

All this rock collecting is
designed to meet the North
Slope's need for reliable nat-
ural building materials that can
be had for a reasonable price
and  withont  environmental
damage., Fust conceived and
implemented by North Slope
Borough Mayor Bugene Brow-
er when he was Public Works
Dvrector, the dredging projec
is now under a newly formed
Public Works Material Source
Dwision supervised by Edward
¥

“You're looking al horen-
dous costs in conventnal
wavel mining with its equip-
ment and man-power,” says
Itta. “These dredges have prov.
en 1o be the most efficient
way o produce the gravel
for the Borough's on-going
Capital Improvements Program
(C.1LP)"

Materials Source Division

The Materials Source Di-
vision's job is to locate needed
natural building materials and
to develop the means of getting
those materials to all the vil-
lages on the North Slope.

o

it R : A
skl

The dredge Nuvakti waits for break-up on the Colville River near Nuigsut, This dredge
brought up the gravel that made the award-winming new airport for the village east

of Barrow.

“WIFhﬂp! to produce ade-
quate material for all the vil-
lages in the nol-toodistant
future,” says the Materials
Source Supervisor.

Assisting in the work are
Management Consultant Mike
Weston who designed . the
dredges and assured their pro-
per construction and  Jue
lhompson  who  served  as

dredge captain of the Nuvak-
ti last year and who will be
General Superintendent of the
three dredges in Wainwrnight,
Barrow and Nuigsut this sum-
mer. Beyond this the Division
hires geologists to help locate
suitable sources of building-
quality gravel,
Rock Hunting
Locating and extracting gra-
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vel on the North Slope is not ?
E
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just 3 matter of lucky rock
hunting. It is a complicated
process. Some areas of the
Slope, like Atlgasuk, have very
limited gravel supplies, lita
says that wvillage has been a
particular challenge but core
samples being taken
in the area suggest the poss
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{Continued on Page Ten)



{Continued from Page Nine)
g bility of dredging in Imak-
#ruak Lake.
g One of the complications in
4 finding a good source is that
Anot all gravel s good gravel.
f Quality, not just guantity,
gof gravel s an imponant fac-

Bior. Gravel can't be too big
gor too small and its perform-
gance can be determined by

g shape, whether the rock is
generally flat or rounded.
Other factors include accessi-
bility both in terms of dis
tance from the village building
site and the potential for envir-
onmenial disturbance. In terms
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Still, Stwte and Federal
regulations call for a long en-
vironmental review period for
any kind of gravel extraction.
The process of getting permits
and holding the necessary pub-
lic meetings means at least a
year's wait before rock can be
taken from a known source.

Employment

Once in full swing the dredg-
ing operations provide much-
needed local employment. Al
though the summer dredge
season is short, it lasts only
as long as there is open water,
the operations do require 12
person crews,

The Materials Source Divis-
lon is committed to filling
those with as many local res
idents as possible. So.far they
have achieved 70% local hire,
according to the Supervisor.
Training programs and efforts
to automate some complicated
processes are being pursued to
push local hires into even the
top echelon positions. Some of
these presently require up w0
12 years experience.

Village Rotation

The dredging operations are
slated to serve North Slope
communities on a rotating ba-

| Dredging provides jobs in villages

sis. A year for airport dredging
materials and another for
stockpiling and then the
dredges may be able to move
on. The Nuvakii is tentatively
scheduled to go to Nuigsut
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