
Final Report on RegionalRegional-
HiSchools

Regional-
HiSchoolsHi-SchoolsHiSchools-- Now Under Study

A report describing a-
method

aa-
methodmethod for constructing a-
regional

aa-
regionalregional high schoolschoolsystemsystemsystem-
inin Alaska has been completedcompleted-
and

completed-
andand is now being studied by-
the

byby-
thethe State Department of EduEdu-Edu-
cation

Edu-EduEdu-
cation

¬-
cation .

The report by the TrainingTraining-
Corporation

Training-
CorporationCorporation of America propro-pro-
vides

pro-propro-
vides

-¬

videsregionalboardingfor building six regional
boarding highhi gh schools by
1975 , andandeighteight additional

high schoolsschools and junior highhigh-
schools

high-
schoolsschools by 1980 .

Many aspects of the report-
are

reportreport-
areare controversial , and it hashas-
already

has-
alreadyalready been attacked by Na-NaNa-
tives

NaN a-a-at-
ives

¬-
tives andothersand othersethers who favorfavor-
smaller

favor-
smallersmaller schools located inin-
villages

in-
villagesvillages closer to home .

Under the program suggestedsuggested-
inin the report , schoolsschools andand-
dormitories

and-
dormitoriesdormitories would bebeconconcon-con-
structed

con-
structed

¬-
structed in Fairbanks ,

BethelBethel,, Anchorage ,. Nome ,

Kodiak , and Sitka . WheneverWheneve-
rpossible

Wheneve-
rpossiblepossible , the schools wo'uldwouldw6uldw6uld-
be

would-
be

'
be tied into the existing-
systems

existingexisting-
systemssystems in those cities .

In addition , a Center forfor-
Arctic

for-
ArcticArctic Education and ReRe-ReRe-
search

Re-
search

-¬-
searchsearchwouldwould bebeestablishedestablishedestablished-
inin Fairbanks to study thethe-
problems

the-
problemsproblems in crosscultural-
education

cross-culturalcrossculturalcrosscultural-
education

--
education and to provide thethe-
training

the-
trainingtraining for teachers in all-
the

allall-
thethe schools . The CenterCenter-
would

Center-
wouldwould workworkwithwith both thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks schoolschoolandand the-
University

thethe-
University

the-
UniversityUniversity of Alaska .

In the secondsecondstagestage , rere-rere-
gional

re-
gional

-¬-
gional juniorjun for high schoolsschools-
will

schools-
willwill be builtbuiltatat MetlakatiaMetlakatla ,
Haines , Glennallen , Fort-
Yukon

FortFort-
YukonYukon , Tanana , and DeltaDeltac-

ontinued

Deltac-

ontinued

Deltac-

ontinued(continuedcontinuedonon PagePoge 6)6)
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Junction ; both junior highshighs-
and

highs-
andand high schools will bebe-
built

be-
builtbuilt at Kotzebue and Dil-DilDil-
lingham

Dil-
l

Dil-
lingham

-
linghaminghaml .

According to the TCATCA-
reJXrt

TCA-
reportreportreJXrt} , the goals assumed inin-
devising

in-
devisingdevising the program were toto-
provide

to-
provideprovide : 1 . quality educationeducation-
inin Alaska for all AlaskanAlaskan-
students

Alaskan-
studentsstudents ; 2 . economic imim-imim-
provement

im-
provement

-¬-
'

provement of Alaska'sAlaskas' ruralrural-
areas

rural-
areasareas , and 3 . educationaleducational-
programs

educational-
programsprograms which will promotepromote-
the

promote-
thethe maximum academic andand-
economic

and-
economiceconomic advancement forfor-
all

for-
allall students .

In definingdefming quality eduedu-edu-eduedu-
cation

edu-
cation

¬-
-

cation , the report said "thethe"the-
ideal

"the-
ideal

"
ideal high schoolschoolmustmust havehave-
at

have-
atat least 500 students andand-
graduating

and-
graduatinggraduating classes of 100100-
or

100-
oror more students ; there mustmust-
be

must-
be

,
be a comprehensive curricucurricu-curricu-
lum

curricu-
lum

¬--
lum accomodating studentsstudentsf-
rom

studentsf-
romfrom varied backgrounds withwith-
varied

with-
varied

with-
variedvaried goals ; and the schoolschool-
should

school-
shouldshouldshouldreflectreflect an urbanurban-
technological

urban-
technological . '"*technological society

TCATCAaddedadded that the ulul-ulul-
timate

ul-
timate

¬--
timate goalgoalofof the statestate-
should

state-
shouldshould bebeaa school systemsystem-
with

system-
withwith approximately 90% ofof-
the

of-
thethe school-ageschoolage- populationpopulation-
graduating

population-
graduatinggraduating from high schoolschool-
and

school-
andand 75% of these continuingcontinuing-
their

continuing-
theirtheir education ininvocationalvocational ,
commercial , or academicacademic-
areas

academic-
areasareas .

, The report noted that therethere-
wouldwould be problems in transtrans-trans-trans-¬-

ferring a student to suchsuch-
boarding

such-
boardingboarding schools , and sugsug-sugsug-
gested

sug-
gested

¬--
gested several programs forfor-
reducing

for-
reducingreducing cross-culturalcrosscultural-- probprob-prob-
lems

prob-probprob-
lems

-¬-
lems .

Teachers for the schoolschool-
would

school-
wouldwould be given special traintram-tramtrain-tram-
ing

train-
ing

¬-
ing on Native cultures and inin-
methods

in-
methodsmethods of teaching whichwhich-
will

which-
willwillwillovercomeovercome the acculturaaccultura-accultura-
tion

accultura-
tion

-¬-
tion problem .

The dormitories wouldwould-
provide

would-
provideprovide special training inin-
community

in-
communitycommunity living . Training inin-
housekeeping

in-
housekeepinghousekeeping responsibiliresponsibili-responsibili-
ties

responsibili-
ties

¬--
ties , social programs , councoun-coun-
selling

coun-
selling

¬-
selling programs , and studentstudent-
participation

student-
participationparticipation in the operationoperation-
ofof the dormitory would bebe-
provided

be-
providedprovided . Private homehome-
placements

home-
placementsplacements would be providedprovided-
inin some cases after the firstfirst-
year

first-
yearyear in the dorms .

The curriculumcurriculnm wouldwould-
provide

would-
provideprovide for the change ofof-
cuI

of-
cultureculturecuI ture . Special programsprograms-
would

programs-
wouldwould be set up to allow thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents to overcome anyany-
deficiencies

any-
deficienciesdeficiencies when they enterenter-
the

enter-
thethe school , and nongraded-
programs

non-gradednongradednongraded-
programs

--
programs couldcoul d allow the-
student

thethe-
studentstudent to move to graduagradua-gradua-
tion

gradua-
tion

-¬-
tion as his individual learnleam-leamlearn-leam-
ing

learn-
ing

¬-
ing allows .

The curriculumcUlTiculumcuticulum wouldwould-
provide

would-
provideprovide basic courses inin-
general

in-
generalgeneral education andand-
additional

and-
additionaladditionaladditionalcoursescourses designeddesigned-
for

designed-
forfor vocational and collegecollege-
preparation

college-
preparationpreparation .

A major counselling propro-propro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gramgramOuldwould\\OuldOuld\ be set up toto-
handle

to-
handlehandle much of the cross-crosscross-
cultural

crossc-
ultural

cross-
cultural

--
culturalculturaladjustmentadjustment . This

,.

would include both group
discussiongroupdiscussionon culturalculturalvaluesvaluesvalues-
andand individual-problemindividualproblem- coun-councoun-
selling

coun-
selling

coun-
selling

--
selling .

The schools would include-
students

includeinclude-
studentsstudents from other racial ,

social , and economic backback-back-
grounds

back-
grounds

¬-
grounds to . aid in the disdis-disdisc-
ussion

dis-
cussion

-¬-
cussion of thetheculturalculturalculturalvaluesvalues-
of

valuesvalues-
of

values-
ofof various groups .

The report also discusseddiscussed-
aa construction schedule anandand-
methodsmethods ofofobtainingobtaining funds .

For 1967 through 1970 , itit-
suggests

ii-
suggests

t
suggests that the State WelWel-WelWe-
lfare

We-
lfare

-¬-
fare Department find homehome-
placements

homhom-
placements

e
placements for the bestbest-
students

besbes-
students

t
students in the major citiescities-
of

cities-
ofof Alaska .

Boarding facilities wouldwould-
be

woulwoul-
be

d
be leased in the major cities ;
and Chemawa School inin-
Oregon

ii-
Oregon

n
Oregon would be continued ,

intilmtilmti1 ;: the dormitories at thethe-
regional

thth-
regional

e
regional highhighschoolsschools open inin
1970 .

The report provides fofo-
gradual

forfor-
gradual

r
gradual construction of thethe-
high

the-
high

e
high school facilities over-
fiveyear

over aa-
fiveyearfive-yearfiveyear--- period , at a totaltotal-
cost

tottot-
costcost of $2929$ million . AnnualAnnual-
operating

Annua-
loperatingoperating costs willwillrunrun aboutabout
$1212$ million .

About $1111$ million of thethe-
construction

thth-
constructionconstruction costs willwill-
paid

bebe-
paid

be

paid by the State . Part ofof-
this

oo-
this

f
this has already been propro-pro-propro-
vided

pro-
vided

-¬-

vided for in last year'syears' $55$5-
million

$5
million bond proposal ; otheothe-
bonds

otherother-
bondsbonds would be requiredrequired-

The
.'

The Bureau of IndianIndian-
AffairsAffairs is expected to propro-pro-propro-
vide

pro-
vide

o-o--¬-
vide the dormitory space forfor-
the

fofo-
the

r
the schools . Other federalfederal-
funds

fellerfeller-
fundsfunds are expected to financefinancfinance-
the

financ-
the

e
the ResearchResear ch Center and thethe-
regiona

thth-
regional

e
regionalschoregionalregiona schoolscho ddassociateddassociateassociatedassociateassociated-
with

ded
cc-

withwith it at Fairbanks . LocalLocal-
borough

LocLoc-
boroughborough governments wouldwould-
provide

would
provide money for residents-
who

residentsresidents-
whowho were attending somesome-
of

somsom-
of

e
of the schools .

Operating expenses wouldwould-
be

would
be divided among the groupsgroups-
in

groups-
in

s
ininaa similar manner .

The report also recommendsrecommendrecommends-
that

s
that the elementary educationeducatioeducation-
of

educatio-
of

n
of the state be... , improved-
prepare

improved toto-
prepareprepare Natives for highhigh

schools . It suggests expandexpand-expand-
ing

-¬-expandinging Headstart programs toto-
break

to-
breakbreak the language barrier of-
Native

ofof-
NativeNative children enteringentering-
school

entering-
schoolschool . '

"TeacherTeacher" aides and techtech-tech-
nical

tech-
nical

-¬-
nical devices could bebeusedused-
to

usedused-
tosupplementaryinstructionto provide supplementary
instruction andandadaptiveadaptive propro-propro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬
grams , even in two and threethree-
room

three-
roomroom schools , " it says .

It also suggests .thatthat.,thatthat-
special

that-
specialspecial programs be providedprovided-
for

provided-
forfor grades seven andandeighteight to-
prepare

toto-
prepareprepare the students for thethe-
high

the-
highhighhighschoolsschools . Until the re-
gional

rere-rere-
giona

-¬-
gionalgionaI schools have trainedtrained-
staffs

trained-
staffsstaffs and proper programs ,

it suggests the entry, ofof-
students

of-
studentsstudents .shouldshould., be controlledcontrolled-
and

controlled-
and

.

and gradualgradul .

"TheThe" goal of the programprogram-
isis to increase the number ofof-
educated

of-
educatededucated Alaskans ,;, not to-
run

toto-
runrun a large number of rural-
area

ruralmralmral-
areaarea students in andandoutout of anan-
urban

an-
urbanurban school program . "

planwasSince the preliminary plan
waswas announced in November ,

several protests have beenbeen-
made

been-
mademade by persons who favoredfavored-
smaller

favored-
smallersmaller regional highhighschoolsschoolsschools-
in

schools-
inin more villages . TheseThese-
people

These-
peoplepeople favor a minimumminimum-
school

minimum-
schoolschoolschoolsizesize of 250 , ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan 500 , located in thethe-
smaller

the-
smallersmaller villages where manymany-
of

many-
ofof the students could live at-
home

atat-
homehome .

In discussing the economic-
and

economiceconomic-
andandandsocialsocial impact of thethe-
regional

the-
regionalregional high schools , thethe-
report

the-
reportreport actually seems toto-
support

to-
support

'
support this view ! Using thethe-
movement

the-
movementmovement of Arctic Coast-
Eskimoes

CoastCoast-
EskimoesEskimoes to Barrow as anan-
example

an-
exampleexample , it suggests thatthat-
constructing

that-
constructingconstructing highhighschoolsschoolsschools-
inin the villages wouldoould inin-inin-
crease

in-
crease

¬-
crease the employment ofof-
Natives

of-
NativesNatives .

In discussing the highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschool for Bethel , the reportreport-
said

report-
said .said the construction "wouldwould"would-
probably

"
probablypro bably result in the employemploy-employ-
ment

employ-
ment

¬-
ment ofofaa number ofofnativesnatives ,

many of whom have skillsskills-
useful

skills-
usefuluseful ininsuchsuchsuchaa projectproj ect. . .
After the construction of aa-
regional

a-
regionalregional high school , therethere-
will

there-
willwill bebeaa need to employemploy-
custodialcustodial andandmaintenancemaintenancemaintenance-
personnel

maintenance-
personnelpersonnel , most ofofwhomwhomwhom-
could

whom-
couldcould be drawn from thethe-
nativenative population . "

In addition , the teachersteachers-
and

teachers-
andand students would increaseincrease-
the

increase-
thethe number of consumers inin-
the

in-
thethe community and thus helphelp-
business

help-
businessbusiness .. The report addsadds-
that

adds-
thatthat this community growthgrowth-
could

growth-
couldcould influence governmentalgovernmental-
agencies

governmental-
agenciesagencies to locate offices inin-
that

in-
thatthat village .

"TheThe"The existence of a schoolschool-
particularly

school-
particularlyparticularly one of the sizesize-
ofof a large regional highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschool , with the specializedspecialized-
facilitiesfacilities and advantages itit-
could

it-
couldcould provide , would bebe-
viewed

be-
viewedviewed as a considerableconsiderablec-
ommunitycommunity asset and therethere-theref-
ore

there-
fore

-¬-
fore would doubtless influinflu-influ-
ence

influ-influinflu-
ence

-¬-
ence the movement of nativenative-
populationpopulation ."" The report addsadds-
thatthat a smdlersmaller schoolschoolwouldwould-
have

wouldwould-
havehave a correspondingly lesserlesser-
effecteffect .

The report also suggests-
that

suggestssuggests-
thatthat schools in the smallersmaller-
communitiescommunities would be betterbetter-
forfor the students . "TheThe" adad-adad-
vantage

ad-
vantage

-¬-

500student50ostudentvantage of at least 500-stu-500stu50o-stu-50o-- --
dent regional high schools inin-
communities

in-
communities

in-
communitiescommunities the size of-
Bethel

ofof-
BethelBethel or Kodiak is that thethe-
leapleap from smallsmallvillagevillage is notnot-
as

not-
asas great as it might be if the

.- shiftshiftwerewere to Anchorage oror-
Fairbanks

or-
FairbanksFairbanks ," it states .

"LocationLocation" of regional highhigh-
schools

high-
schoolsschools in larger villagesvillages-
mightmight act as a half-wayhalfway'half-way'half*' -

house , ' a gradualgradualexposureexposureexposure-
toto an urban social system ., "
"AfterAfter"" After several years . inin-
such

in-
suchsuch an environment , stustu-stu-
dents

stu-
dents

.-¬-
.dents would be prepared toto-

gogo to larger cities such asas-
Fairbanks

as-
FairbanksFairbanks , Anchorage , etc ."

It adds that the influx '- ofof-
population

of-
populationpopulation to BethelfNdmeBBethelthet"NthetN;;dome"i ,;,- '

or Kodiak would give thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives contact withwithresiresi-
dents

resiresi-resiresi-
dents

¬-
dents of other villages andand-
with

and-
withwith middle-classmiddleclass-- AmericansAm ricans .
This would aid in their adad-adadj-
ustment

ad-
justment

--¬
justment to the urban culturecultre .

However , two of the sixsix-
schools

six-
schoolsschools , BethelBethelandand Nome
(650650( students each ) will bebe-
located

be-
locatedlocated. in small , largelylargely-
Native

largely-
NativeNative communities . . . Two ,;,

Kodiak and Sitka (800800(80Q80Q( and
1000 students respectively )

will be locatedlo ated in smallsmalJ ,
largely White communities ,,'
and two , Anchorage and-
Fairbanks

andand-
FairbanksFairbanks (10001000( 1000 studentsstudents-
each

students-
eacheach ) will be located in thethe-
major

the-
majormajor cities .

Both the Natives and thethe-
report

the-
reportreport recognize that thethe-
high

the-
highhigh schools willwillmakemakemake-
changes

make-
changeschanges in the culture of thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives . The report suggestssuggests-
that

suggests-
thatthat the NativesN atiativesves will ,:,. bebe-
highly

be-
highlyhighly receptiverecepti ve to changeschanges-changes-
brought

,-

brought by the location ofof-
large

of-
largelarge regional high schools ,

particularly ininanan area suchsuch-
as

such-
asas Bethel..

Supporters of the smaller-
schools

smallersmaller-
schoolsschools believe that theythey-
will

they-
willwill provide a better blendingblending-
ofof the old and new cultures byby-
allowing

by-
allowingallowing the students to havehave-
contact

have-
contactcontact with bothbth .

"ResidenceResidence" ininurbanurban areasareasareas-
appears

areas-
appearsappears to accelerate thethe-
breakdown

the-
breakdownbreakdown of oldoldvillagevillagevillage-
patterns

village-
patternspatterns , patterns whichwhichmaymaymay-
retard

may-
retardretard the development ofof-
rural

of-
ruralrural folk into a disciplined-
and

disciplineddisciplined-
andandandreliablereliable workforce , " the-
report

thethe-
reportreport states .

This finalfmalfmalreportfinalreportreport from thethe-
TCA

the-
TCATCA is now in the hands ofof-
the

of-
thethe State Department ofof-
Education

of-
EducationEducation . It is now up toto-
the

to-
thethe State to use or modifymodify-
the

modify-
thethe recommendations and toto-
begin

to-
beginbegin workworkonon the regionalregional-
high

regional-
highhigh school systemsystell! .. _ _

If the report'sreports' schedule is-
followed

isis-
followedfollowed , temporary boardingboarding-
facilities

boarding-
facilitiesfacilities will be arrangedarranged-
this

arranged-
thisthis fall , and the first partsparts-
of

parts-
ofof . the permanent regionalregional-
high

regional-
highhigh schoolschoolsystemsystem willwill-
open

will-
openopen

.
in 1970 .


