
State Land SuitSuit-
Money

Suit-
MoneyMoney BillBil-
lPasses

Bil-
lPassesPasses HouseHouseLe-

gislation
HouseLe-

gislationLegislationLegisl ation to provide
$44,60044600$ ,, for the State'sStatesState's-
land

State's-
land

'
land claims suit passed the-
House

thethe-
HouseHouse 23-162316-- Wednesday .

John Sackett of HusliaHuslia-
joined

Huslia-
joinedjoined the Democratic oppooppo-oppo-
sition

oppo-
sition

-¬

sition in what was otherwise a-
straight

aa-
straightstraight party vote .

The State'sStates' suit seeks toto-
have

to-
havehave the Department of the-
Interior

thethe-
InteriorInterior grant patent on selecselec-select-
ions

selec-
tions

-¬-
tions of landlandunderunder the StateState-State-
hood

State-
hood

-¬-
hood Act, even though NativeNative-
land

Native-
landland claims have been filedfiled-
on

filed-
onon the land .

Democrats William J . Moran-
of

MoranMoran-
ofof Anchorage and WilliamWilliam-
Hensley

William-
HensleyHensley of Kotzebue arguedarguedc-

ontinued
arguedc-

ontinued
arguedc-

ontinued( continuedcontinuedonon Page 4)4)



State Land SuitSuitco-
ntinued

.-

_ (continuedco.ntinuedcontinued. from Page-PagePage-IIPagelPage1)- 1)11-
)that

)

that the suits it was preventingpreventing-
action

preventing-
actionaction on the claims by ConCon-ConCon-
gress

¬.;-
gress .

"TheThe" governor is trying toto-
litigate

to-
litigatelitigate somethingsomethingwhichwhich everyevery-every-
one

every-
one

¬-
one concedes willwillultimatelyultimatelyultimately-
require

ultimately-
requirerequire CongressionalConCongressionalactionssionalssionalactionactionaction-
and

. .
and there is no better way toto-
delay

to-
delaydelay such action than toto-
sim

to-
simplysimplysim ly say that the matter isis-
before

is-
beforebefore the court,1court1court,U"Usaid' said Moran.

Hensley said, "WeWe" do notnot-
feel

not-
feelfeel that the state is workingworking-
for

working-
forfor our interests and we hopehope-
this

hope-
thisthis suit will bebewithdrawnrwithdrawnwithdrawnrwithdrawnr-

House
. *,"'

House majority leader TedTed-
Stevens

Ted-
StevensStevens defended the adminadmin-admin-
istration

admin-
istration

-¬-
istration , saying that thethe-
Governor

the-
GovernorGovernor was using the onlyonly-
vehicle

only-
vehiclevehicle he had to resolve thethe-
apparent

the-
apparentapparent conflict betweenbetween-
State

between-
StateState landlandselectionselection andan"dan"-
dguaranteed " .. . _

guaranteed nativenativ'e' land rightsrights-
in

rights-
inin the Statehood Act.

Before final passage , thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse turned down by a 17-2217221722-
vote

1722-
vote

-
vote an amendment to approappro-appro-
priate

appro-
priate

--¬

priate $25,00025000$ , to the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Native AssociaAssocia-Associa-
tions

Associa-
tions

-¬-
tions for the litigation ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir own landlandclaimsclaims .

In offering the amendment ,

Rep . Tom Balone , D-NomeDNomeDNome-
said

DNome-
said

--
said "ifif" the State hadhadnotnotnot-
entered

not-
enteredentered into this law suit , thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives ' could have gonegone-
directly

gone-
directlydirectly to Congress for pro-
tection

propro-proprot-
ection

-¬-
tection of their claims .

"ButBut" because-becausebecauseofbec8-u6.fi.of-bec8u6fi.ofbec8u6.fi.ofu6fiofbecausefbec8u6.fi.ofthis- ..-. ofof--ofthis- - thi-sthisthis- suit-suitsuit-
the

suit-
the

- - -

the NativeNativeNativeppeoplep ople now mustmust-
intervene

must-
interveneintervene andandspendspendspendaa greatgreat-
deal

great-
dealdeal ofofmoneymoney which they dodo-
not

. .

not have to protect their in-
terests

inin-inin-
terests

¬-
"" .-terests .

Stevens argued that it wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe unconstitutional for thethe-
State

the-
StateState to appropriateapproptiate publicpublic-
money

public-
moneymoney for a private purpose ,

no matter how valid . He sugsug-sugsug-
gestei

sug-
gested

¬--
gestedgestei , that the Native groupsgroups-
get

groups-
getget legallegalcounselcounsel through thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment of the Interior .


