Program teaches ‘real life’ business
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e Students learn by conducting business

(Continued from Page One)
Raphel said. *'I believe it opened the
eyes of the youngsters to the influence
they could have on their community.”

Mini-Society is a program
developed by Dr. Marilyn Kourilsky,
dean for teacher education at the
University of California Los Angeles’
Graduate School of Education. The
program is growing throughout the
United States and has been in Alaska
the last four years.

The program teaches economics to
kindergarten and elementary students
by turning the classroom into a pint-
sized marketplace.

The students learn about scarcity,
opportunity cost, supply and demand
by actually conducting business,
Kourilsky said.

““You're doing something that is
beyond just economics,”’ she said,

noting that the students enhance their
ics, reading and creative

skills alowg the way

- ButMi iety has yet to catch on

in rural and junior high

schools.

Even though Mini-Society has been.

used in a few rural schools, the pro-
gram 1s still mainly in schools in An-
chorage and Fairbanks.

Last week, Kourilsky taught a class
in Anchorage for grade school
teachers interested in starting a Mini-
Society program in their schools this
year,

““This is experienced-based educa-
tion. And you'll find that it really does
work,”" she told the teachers.

The class was possible because of
a $4 000 grant from Arco Alaska Inc.
A crash course in economics, the class
shows teachers how to handle some
problems which might develop in a
Mini-Society.

For example, Kourilsky told of a
young student named Janet, who spent
all ':ﬁe money other students had

community
the class to tell how banks charge in-
h:l_';utmu to earn profits, Kourilsky
said.
The students earn currency by at-
tending class, hiring out to others or
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thI..l[Jll in the real world, students
' anet often overspend their
, inflate the and
a remarkable r of
businesses, she said.
““Failure, such as , i8
part of the lesson,”’ she . "“The

amazing thing is how resilient the
youngsters are.’’

Often, a student will lose a business
one day and have a new one started
the next, she said.

something important or useful
happens, the teacher ‘*debriefs’’ the
class so they all learn from one stu-
dent’s successes or mistakes.

In Tuluksak’s Mini-Society, the
eighth graders once found that Bear
Corp. had run out of money and that
there Was no way for the members to
be paid.

At first the students wanted to
donate funds to the corporation so it
could continue.

But when someone suggested taxa-
tion as a solution, the students then
began learning when and why taxes
are needed

““These youngsters were involved
enough with Mini-society to really
understand basic mathematical con-
cepts as well as become more in-
gnrmed on current “;venu,"

“g:tkmg' the program going and
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e Mini-Society program

(Continued from Page Four)

expanding 1t is the major problem
now.

Ben Barrera, vice-president of cor-
porate relations for the National Bank
of Alaska, visited the eighth grade
class at Tuluksak last year. He said the
program can be adapted and used at
any school.

“‘But the program is not out in the
rural areas enough,”’ Barrera said.

Another problem is, teachers move
around so much that training them is
not practical, and turnover in rural
areas is high, he said.

““The turnover is 35 to 50 percent
in rural areas,”’ Barrera said.

elementary teacher Janet
Nichols, who now helps Kourilsky in-
struct other teachers int:rqmds;dw
program, has taught a Mini-Society
class for three years.

Nichols said she is amazed at how
some of the students who were not in-
terested in , suddenly develop
an interest in ini- -Society.

“If you’ veguihunu:lermudmd

tlwymmmhethem that’s half the
in a lower economic

Iru." she said,

The Alaska Council on Economic
Education sponsors the Mini-Society
program.

Stephen Jackstadt, a representative
of the state council, said he hopes the
program someday can afford to send
trainers out to rural villages such as
Tuluksak to support M‘;-Soc:et}
teachers and answer their questions.

If the program could reach man uf
Alaska’s isolated areas, it would

E:_neﬁtfurtltmidem:.henid.



