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karol ann longo holds aristotle a snowy owl fromfiomaiom northwestern alaskaauka

kotzebue refuge owlowlgetsgets
y i

to go home
i

by barbara crane
tundra timestima reporter

aristotle is going home
the large white snowy owl was

found near death last march in the
kotzebue national wildlife refuge

he was really really thin re-
called valesacalesa linnean of anchorages
bird treatment and learning center
where aristotle was brought for care

because it was such a cold winter
food was hard to find

aristotle has now put on weight and
regained his strength As soon as a
minor foot infection clears up he will
be transferred to one of the centers
new flight cages at camp carroll

when he goes out to camp car-
roll well see how he flies and if he
can catch his own live food again
said karol ann longo a biologist at
the center

she hopes to get aristotle back to

the kotzebue national wildlife refuge
in the next couple of weeks while the
weather is still good so he can become
acclimated and stake out his territory
for the winter

with any type of wild bird treat-
ment youre working against the
cclockI1 ac0ck longo explained we have
a certain amount of time

seconasecongto getet them
healthy again and then secondary pro-
blems start appearing like his infected
feet

they are wild animals and the
longer they arcare enclosed in a cage the
Mmoreore stressed they become that af-
fects all their systems and everything
starts to deteriorate

longo thinks the time effort and
money spent on rehabilitating aristo-
tle were well worthwhile

owls live to be 15 or 20 years
old she said so aristotle still has
a lot of good years left to him


