
bill would expand
drug enforcement
in rural regions

legislation introduced in the US
senate recently would provide 5
million in funding to enhance federal
drug enforcement efforts in rural areas
with population densities of less than
40 people per square mile

thene bill which would cover alaska
and 14 other states is sponsored by
sens ted stevens R alaska alan
simpson R wyoming and Mmaxax
baucus D montana

this bill would expand the range
of criminal investigations into the
distribution and manufacturing of il-

legal drugs which has spread far
beyond the borders of our cities
stevens said

even some of the most remote
rural areas ofour nation and our state
have been affected by the escalating
problems of illegal drug manufacture
and distribution 0 he said

current law does not take into ac-
count the fact that federal law enforce-
ment agents in rural areas must cover

more ground than their counterparts

in cities he said

funding under existing law
allocaallocatestii 500000500.000 to each state with
the balance distributed according to
each states population

states with smaller populations and
larger rural areasarea aream at a disadvantage
under currentcurrentlawlaw stevens said

the measuremiasuremeasure would also authorize
454.5 millionmilon to createcrealleclealle 30 newnew positions

for agents within the federal drug en-
forcement

i

administration which
wouldwoold include two new agents for
alaska


