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,

by Sen . MikeMilre GravelGr.avel.

SolidSolid-SolidWaste'- Waste Disposal
,

ActActT-

hepassedtheThe SolidSolid.WasteSolidWaste.,. Waste UtilizationUtillzation'ActofUtillzationActof' Act , of 1976 , which has now passedpass : dwithitsthe Senate , could have real significance in helpinghelping'AlaskahelpingAlaska'AlaskaAlaska'
deal withji11

its problems of,of garbage ..
"'

_

' governmentwillgovernmewillTrash left behind over decades ofofuse.byuse.byuseby., the federal governmentgovernmentgovernme ntJtt
will be specificallyspecifical1Y }, studiedstudiedasudied as to methods forforgettinggetinggetting( rid ofofjtit andand-
costs

thethe-
costs

the-
costs

ie
costs involved , .'

11-

ThisprithattrashthattrathatThis debrisdeQris , 55-gallon55gallonS-gallonS5 --
,

oil cans , wrecked buildings and other trashtra shh1

that has littered Alaska'sAlaskas' beautiful landscape theoftocoasttodoatofromfrqm Arctic coastdoaJtstt
to the Aleutian

'
Islands , will be studied to determine how bestbest-

remove
totor-

emove'it
o)

removeremove'i-
t

removei-
t

it.. A will be made ,.
report to Congress within a year ofof-

enactmept
> fr

enactmentenactmeptyearenactmentof the legislation , .agreedtoThe Senate Public Works Committee , in writing the bill , agreed I

to my amendment to direct a study of the cleanupcleanup of these federalfedera-
lsitesPetroleum

federa-
lsitesPetroleum

j

sites-PetroleumsitesPetroleumsites--PetroleumtheDefense-- - Reserve Number FourF ur on the North SlopeSlopethe,,-thethe- thetheexce
DefenseAirForcetheForceEarly WarningWal11ing System (DEW Line ) established by the Airlr

;

Force across the Arctic cap ,; and the World War HII11 debris strewn overithespiitheovertheAleutian Chain from the Japanese.invasionJapaneseinvasion.
,
, and occupation ..

WhilemisWhilethe World War II debris is potentially hazardous withh
unexplodedlnexplodedwithlnexplodedwithunexploded! ordanance , bombs , mortar shellsshe1Js andandotherother articlesarticles-
war

ofof-
war fwar , the materials may also have historical value .

ItPreItis myy hope that in sorting throughthroughthe/thethe.the/,. debris during thisthis-
study

this-
study

is
studyandNative, the federal agencies involvedinvolvedwillwill work closely with state anda j
Native groupsgroups in determining what should be removed and the mostmost-
environmental1y

, t
environmentallyenvironmental1ymostenvironmentallysoundsoundmethodmethod ofofremovalremoval .-- . There may be an interest in preserving some ofof1l1ethe material , such11suchashistoricwellas3$ the site of the Battletattle of Attu Island , which might have historic as15asweltelementswhichwellwelt as archeological and cultural significance . These are elements
whichwhichshouldshould be considered in the study .

Other debris left from federalfederaluseuse of Alaska has considerably lesslesshistorichistoric value and can be classifiedclassifiedonlyonly as garbage . HoweverH wever ,hasbeenbecause of the distance and isolation ofofsomesome of these sites , there hash 5
;

been no major effort to remove the debris left from decades ofo fpf '

federal use .
j

thecommitteethcommitteeI was able to get a provision written into the bill during thethe;'
.

committee sessions to require federal Itocomplyagencies operating in a state totoIt o
;

comply withwithstatestate , regulations regarding solid waste disposal . ThisThiswould5I ]wpuldwouldwwouldassureulduldassurassureassur that any future activitiesaC vities in Alaska by federalwillagencieswillbe subject to statetate
agencies c(

.regulations Once we get the federal sitessite s''sitecleanedsitesJcleanedcJeaned Uptip ,, we will be able to safeguard against these
Jlitteringproblemslittering ; eproblems in the future .

The legislation , in general , would have farthenvironmentreaching effects on thetheethe:

environmentenfenvironment, public healthhealthandand
., the economy , but places-placesplacesthe-,. thee

e
Jregulatory responsibility with the states .

'

iJ

burningmunicipalThe billbbillwouldll . would prohibit open dumping and open burning ofofSIfr SIS-

Imunicipalwassmunicipal waste"Waste" , effective when the state has adopted a wastewastepwas to,
,

plp
s. beenmajormanagement program . Getting: rid ofofmunicipalmunicipal waste has been aI

major problem and expenseexpense to large andandmediumsizedmedium-sizedmediumsized-- cities . f:fjsjTheThe municipalitiesmu icipalities wouldwuldw uld have the authority , and the assistanceassistantassistant-
they

e', CI

they need to try some new and innovative methods of getting rid offo ffThe1

thisjjthisfthisgarbage .

ThereTheheads of federal agencies could make federalf deral lands availableavailable-
to

' 333
re

:
to municipalities for waste management programs if these lands arearar-
necessary

e' andand-
necessary

allal-
lnecessarynecessarydumpingThefor compliance with the ban on open dumpingdumping- .- concccc-

TheconTheThe legislation also regulates hazardous waste .. Itgivestates, disposaldisposal'ItdisposalIt,' givesgive s1

.

states withwithapprovedapproved permitpenuit programsproramsprograms the authority to grant permitspermitsM1 ;permitsfor jMfor disposaldisposalofof hazardous wastes withoutthout the general approval eachhcjostimeeachtime,
cjoscl (time by thettie EnvironmentalEnvironffiental Protection AgencyAgency ..

1'

G
LandfillsGLandfIllsLa

' ndfndfilillsls-

solid
have been used in some areas of Alaska for disposal ofofcooffcore" co-rcorco-rerecor-

solid
coco-

solid -permafrostconditionssolidsolidwastesolid wasteaste . This hashas'presentedhaspresented
'-

presented
p-

resented
'
presented a problem in areasareas with permafrost ; fishfish-

conditions
fisfis-

conditionsconditions. Also , in Southeastern Alaska there is ,, a lack of land forfo, Ppo°
disposalpodisposalfordisposaluse . The funds provided under the bill , would allowal10w thetheaglthth-
state

e, a8rea8re-
state

aglagl-

stateforalternativestate and rural communitiescommuruties , those of 5000 ororfewerfewerfewerewer , to look forfor-
alternative

for-
alternativealternative methods of waste disposal . I"1I1"" "'

Incinerating debris gets to be aai; problem in manu of the ruralrural-
communities

rural-
communitiescommunities , but under the new bill ,. funds woudwouwould|d be available forfor-
construction

for-
construction rconstruction of facilities for waste disposal.. With Alaska at the endend-
of. of the supply line , goods that were expensive to begin with becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof the shipping costs , becomes expensiveexpen ive trasht! sh when discardeddisc rded . ,

,,
.-

The
T- he.,The legislation provides funds to assist statesstatesstatesandandand'ruralandruralrural'rural'

I

communitiescOllmunities'ruralcOllmunitiesruralcommunities! in planning solidsolidwastewaste ftianagementmanagementan gement systems .. The ruralrur1 '

communities would bebelbelabJe''
ableabJe to use the federal to;: money help in, inconstruction,construction of the trash disposal systemssystems .. '

developdemonstrationthe legislationle8ffilation alsolso provides for loan guaranteesguarantees
,

to develop .

demonstration facilities for resource recovery ', andandresourceresourceresource-
con

resource-
conservationconservationcon rvation . This will be an opportunityopport nity to attempt to limit thethe-
amount

the-
amountamount of waste materials by developing new ways to u&eueuseute& thethe-
recovered

the-
S

the-
recoveredrecoveredrecoveredrecovered- . . ,

resources . S

'
,

,

. Theseb'(se guaranteedguaranteed loans wouldwouJdwouldbe-bebe{,e
:

available forfat commercialcommerc'iaJcommerciaJ
'

.-
be

b- e.- \i ,individualindividualpVjdual , institutional '* or corporatecorPorateefforts
--

efforts
e-

fforts
-
efforts reusetort- or'

"- ofo-f" 'ofrevoceredtoward0toward0- towardreusereusereuset11t11t11ofofevo . '_revocered
.
ered resourcesresOUrces . 1 \, ' \!

,'toencourageOneQne of the
,
ways of dealing with the solidsoUd waste problemsprproblemsblems isistois

\

;
;:'toto'

,encourageencourage the reductionreductionofduction of-of()- f unnecessaryUJinecessary ,. use of materialsnaterWs andandandthethe
.thereuse7thereuse'

r.r-
i

reuse7reuse'ofreuseofreuse of productsprodu ts to conserve ourour'natur-

a

ournatur-

a

our'natura-

l

ournatura-

l

our'naturalresource-

s'natural] resources whichw1iclwhichatefinite? areatefmiteatefinite,:, finite ,. "."'_-"",

i " '-.
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