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NANA, Corporation mixes business with pleasure
ByMARGlEBAUMANByMARGlEBAUMAN-

RJLEY
By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

RILEY
BAUMAN-

RILEYRJLEYRILEY WRECK,, ALASKA-ItALASKAItALASKAIt-
was

-
was a company picnic to end allall-

company
all-

companycompany picnics , complete withwith-

NANA
with-

NANANANA employes and boardboard-

members
board-

membersmembers , 11,5001500,500500,
' reindeer and nono-

marshmellows
no-

marshmellowsmarshmellows ..
Officially , of course , it was thethe-

second
the-

secondsecond annual dehorning ofof-

NANA
of-

NANANANA Regional CorpCorp'sCorps'ss' growinggrowing-

reindeer
growing-

reindeerreindeer herd , with the antlersantlers-

slated
antlers-

slatedslated for sale as aphrodisiacs inin-

the
in-

thethe Orient .

And in the final analysis , theythey-

used
they-

usedused everything from herders onon-

fo
on-

footfootfo t to light aircraft , toto-

motorcycles
to-

motorcyclesmotorcycles and snowmachinessnowmachines-
onon the tundra , in pursuit of thethe-

herd
the-

herdherd .

The regional NativeNative-
corporation

Native-
corporationcorporation for NorthwestNorthwest-
Alaska

Northwest-
AlaskaAlaska chose to combinecombine-
business

combine-
businessbusiness with pleasure for itsits-

annual
its-

annualannual round-uproundupmnd-upmnd( - , throwing in aa-

picnic

a-

picnicpicnic for a start and severalseveral-

days
several-

daysdays ofofcampingcamping out at RileyRiley-

Wreck
Riley-

WreckWreck , near Kotzebue . They also

offered some practicalp'ractic-

al

practic-

al

p'racticalinstruct-

ion

practicali-
nstruction

'

instructionherdingforin reindeer herding
for a fe'wfew' employes who hadhad-

never
had-

nevernever before seenseen.aseena,. a reindeer .

It all beganbegJn, the evening of July
6 , when the board of directorsdirectors-
meeting

directors-
meetingmeeting broke up in Kotzebue atat-

NAN
at-

NANA'sNANA'sNANAsNAN A'sAs' offices... Lightght planesplanes-
piloted

planes-
pilotedpiloted by Don Sheldon , DwightDwight-
Kramer

Dwight-
KramerKramer and Roger HordlumHordlum-
began

Hordlum-
beganbegan ferrying the herders intointo-
camp

into-
campcamp . Massive chunks of iceice-

float
ice-

floatingfloatingfloatng around Riley WreckWreck-
made

Wreck-
mademade the half-hourhalfhourhalf.hourhalfhour-. trip by boatboat-
impqssible

boat-
impossibleimpossibleimpqssible .

TheTheThepartyparty included a numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof NANA board members andand-
spouses

and-
spousesspouses , plus staff fromfrom-

Kotzebue
from-

KotzebueKotzebue , Deadhorse1eadhorse ,

Anchorage and Fairbanks .

Tents wentW nt up along RileyRiley-
Wreck's

Riley-
Wreck'sWreck'sWrecks' gravel beach and pots ofof-
coffee

of-
coffeecoffee and tundra tea atop driftdrift-

wood
drift-

woodwood fire . Large cuts of freshfresh-

reindeer
fresh-

reindeerreindeer meat were soon cookingcooking-
over

cooking-
overover a charcoal fire nearby .

The youngest herders , children

. . tt.r._ .rr. , '
_ .. . . .ww..WW..-

WSTANLEY

.
_

' I :

STANLEY CUSTER , SHUNGNAK , hauls fresh chunkschunks of reindeer meat downdown-
to

down-
toto the campfire at RileyRilev Wreck for a NANA company picnic into advance of thethe-

reindeer
the-

reindeerreindeer roundup .,

ofofstaffstaff , meanwhile played onon-

the
on-

thethe ice chunks near shore andand-
dug

and-
dugdug into bags of potatoe

.

chipschips-
and

chips-
andand cannedcannedsodasoda pop .

'

Winds that put temperatures inin-

the
in-

thethe mid-30smid30s- kept all thethe-
refreshments

the-
refreshmentsrefreshments cool , though theythey-
made

they-
mademade a game of Frisbee difficult..
Music from a cassette tapetape-
recorder

tape-
recorderrecorder blended in with chatterchatter-
around

chatter-
aroundaround the campfire and windswinds-
across

winds-
acrossacross the beach .

The conversation centeredcentered-
around

centered-
aroundaround events of the comingcoming-
morn

coming-
mornmorn , when the herd , grazinggrazirlg onon-

the
on-

thethe tundra about two miles awayaway-
was

away-
waswas to be herded into the corral..

But the herders relaxedrerelaxedaxed ,

played a ball game calledcalled-
Norwegian

called-
NorwegianNorwegian and went for walkeswalkes-

down
walkes-

downdown the beach and over thethe-
tundi"a

the-
tunditatundratundi"atundiatundita" . There on the tundratundr ,
that delicious tea they werewere-
brewing

were-
brewingbrewing grows rampant betweenbetween-
bushes

between-
bushesbushes that later in the seasonseason-
will

season-
willwill yield blackberries andand-
blueberries

and-
blueberriesblueberries ._ There are also
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WHO SAYS POLITICIANS don'tdont' sit on the fence . State Sen . Frank 'FergusonFerguson
'

Ferguson , D-KotzobueDKotzobueP-KotzebuePKotzebueD-Kotzebue-- , rightritlt! , helped herd
_- NANA reindeer throughthrou! thethli corral with Willie Hensley , left, whom he succeeded in the legislature . Both areare-

board

are-

boardboard members at-largeatlarge- of NANA Regional Corporation..
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millions of tiny white , yellow-
and

yellowyellow-

andand purple wildflowers inin-

bloom
in-

bloombloom .

In placepl ce of star-gazingstargazing- , out ofof-
the

of-
thethe question in the land of thethe-
midnight

the-
midnightmidnight sun , there was sunlightsunlight-
enough

sunlight-
enoughenough

,
for a late night game ofof-

NorwegianNorwegianofNorwegian. Some picnic/herdingpicnicherdingpicnicherding-
participants

picnicherding-
participants

/
participants said later that it waswas-

Norwegian
was-

NorwegianNorwegian that did them in ,

rather than bulldogging reindeer..

By midnight , to the west , thethe-
sky

the-
skysky was blue , orange and gold .

To the east , over the iceic flow ,

the sky was pink and greygr y blue .

TheTIle icy waters of KotzebueI\otzebueIotzebueIotzebue-
Sound

Kotzebue-
Sound

\
Soundpinklemonadelooked like pink
lemonade .

Plans were to begin herdingherding-
reindeer

herding-
reindeerreindeer in early but fogfog-

intervened
fog-

intervenedintervened and it was not untiluntil-
midday

until-
middaymid-daymidday- that the reindeer couldcould-
be

could-
bebe seen Stampeding down thethe-
beach

the-
beachbeach . But the herd had otherother-
ideas

other-
ideasideas and half of them took offoff-
over

off-
overover the tundra .

Finally , about 700 of themthem-
were

them-
werewere herded into the corral andand-
the

and-
thethe dehorning began .

Reindeer hair flew and soon itI-
tlooked

it-

lookedlooked like some herders hadhad-
more

had-
moremore reindeer than the reindeer..

There'sTheresTIlcre'sTIlcres' work enough for all ,

no matter how many show up atat-

the
at-

thethe reindeer camp .

Bulldogging the reindeerreIndeer-
coming

reindeer-
comingcoming out of the chute isI-
Sgenerally

is-

generallygenerally left to the men , withwith-
women

with-
womenwomen running a "band-aid"bandbandaid"hand-aid"handhand" -

brigade ." Once antlers areare-

dipped
are-

clippedclippeddipped , each stub gets a rubberrubber-
bans

rubber-
bansbans to halt bleeding .

Herder Johnson StockCrStockertock r diddid-

muet
did-

muctmuctmuet of the indentifying for thethe-

counters
the-

counterscounters , hollering out the sexsex-

and
sex-

andand whosewhlsc) herd of eachea h one .

Mixed withwith thet1le NANAN AN A herdherd-
were

herd-
werewere some from the KarmunKanmunKarmun-
herd

Kanmun-
herdherd at DceringDeering .

Those1110se not at workworkrightrightfightfight-
around

right-
aroundaround the corall kept busybusy-
m

busy-
makingmakingmgatheringdriftwooda kin g coffeeco ffee , gathering
driftwood for the fire , cookingcooking-
oror keeping reindeer headedheded;! inin-

the
in-

thethe rightrigh t direction outou t of thethe-
chu

the-
chutechutechu te .

ItI t all took longer thanthan-

anticipated
than-

anticipatedanticipated .

On the third day , herders triedtried-
roundup

tried-
rounduproundup of the rest of thethe-
reindeer

the-
reindeerreindeer with the aide of threethree-
light

three-
lightlight aircraft , two motorcyclesmotorcycles-
andand one snowmachine , to nono-

avail
no-

availavail..

Finally , theythey.decidedtheydecided. decided to workwork-
early

work-
earlyearly intomto the morningmorning-
rearrangirtg

morning-
rearrangingrearrangingrearrangirtg part of the corral toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide entry from a differentdiffrentdiffdifferent-
direction

rentrent-
directiondirection , Four days aftera fter theythey-
had

they-
hadhad arrived , the weatherwea ther hadhad-
warmed

had-
warmedwarmed , the winds were downdown-
and

down-
andand they hadhhadclippedd clippeddipped more than
2,0002000, pounds ofofrci"ndeerofreindeerreindeerrci"ndeerrcindeer" hornhorn-
for

horn-
forfor their effortsffartse ffarts .

It allalladdedaddedaddedupup to a mostmost-
unusual

most-
unusualunusual company picnicplcnll , a JotJutlot ofof-

potential
of-

potentialpotential love in thet11C OrientOnen t andand-
aa good profit for NANA .
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DWIGHT KRAMER ., KOTZEBUE , holds down a nervous reindeer whosewhose-
horns

whose-
hornshorns have just been clipped . Kramer ,. a pilot whowf10 helped ferrying herders toto-
Riley

to-
RileyRiley WrackWreck , releasedrereased the deer a moment later .
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MAGGIE NEWLIN ., WIFEWIFE OF NANA board chairman RobertRob. Newlin ,. crosses the fandratundra toward theeampfirethecampfirthe campfire., asas-
a

as-
aa lightliltlt'planliltltplanlightplane'planQ that provided transportation to herders takes off behind .
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