‘Thompson answers Boyko

Hickel Jawyer

chargé angers
prominent Native

Anchorage attorney Ed-
gar Paul Boyko, retained by
Wally Hickel to review the
manner in which the Alaska
primary election was held,
leveled charges of dozens of
incidents of alleged impro-
pricty in the conduct of the
election.

In a story published in
the September 8 issue of
the  All-Alaska  Weekly,
Boyko recited a tediously
long list of charges of al-
leged improprieties  he
claims to have uncovered.

Strangely. the only Alas-
kan voter mentioned by
nanie in the article author-
ized by Weekly editor Tom
Snapp was Morris Thomp-
son, a long-respected promi-
nent Native figure, former
assistant to then-governor
Hickel, former Commis-
sioner of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, and currently
vice president of Northwest
Alaskan Pipeline.

In the long recital attri-
buted to Boyko by the
Weekly, one of the allega-
tions was ‘that a ballot
counter in Tanana found
three ballots which she
knew to have been disquali-
fied. She claims she remem-
bers writing a letter to Mor-
ris Thompson, vice presi-
dent of Northwest Alaskan
Pipeline, that his vote had
been disqualified and yet
she says his vote was
counted.”

Thompson, very disturbed
that hisname wasmentioned,
that only his name was men-
tioned in the rambling list
of allegations, and that the
name of his company was
mentioned, issued a strong
repl’y on Tuesday.

“Mr. Boyko in an article
in the September 8, 1978,
issue  of the All-Alaska
Weekly alleges that I voted
irregularly in the recent pri-
mary election. Mr. Boyko
indicates that a ballot coun-
ter in Tanana remembers
sending me a letter disquali-
fying my ballot,” Thomp-

(See THOMPSON, Page Six)



Thompson ,answers Boyko

: (Copt_umed

i d:scussxons :

“able’ to 'recall: writing me a

‘letter:1 have not recieved a":

“Jetter from anyone regard-

tx‘eOne)

l)y I went to the electxon

{
pre~reg|stration .places’ and
. made .an application to vote

: 3 with
,some ‘of the. election offi-
cials in Tanana, they are un-

in the Tanana election ‘dis-
trict (19); (2)/1 received a
vater registration ‘card “de-

claring me eligible to.yote in

Tanana (19); (3) I voted ab-

'.mdmdual . namet
sad’ and T consid

attempt to. discredit’ me, In’

~all:my yedrs' of govern

service, and servic.emto‘ 1 ml

of mtegnty, statedTh

sentee’ the day. before  the  sO

election on a Tanana ballot, - “Should there be

‘ Ang my; vote’” he added 2(19),? Thompson respon- lem’ wm'}’h my ballot,’
“Some f . ded - Ay cluded  Thompson,
pertme t faCtS e eagerly waiting to hear
“Further, l was both the election ofﬁce g

Thompson,: 4! lon
friend and’ ‘associat
Hickel’s and' one ot_"

raised and have ‘family’ still
. residing in Tanana. I own
property and, homes there
and consider. it my perma-
nent home,” he said.

-proﬁle dunng the ‘prima
campaign, although the pi
sident of Northwest
kan'- Pipeline endorse
candidacy - of_
Hammond.: -

[ voted. absentee in Ta-
nana previously but it’s cur-
ious that out-of all Mr. Boy--
ko’s alleged charges and ir-
regularities, I am the only



