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:. Court decides caribou hunting case
1i1-

lit
i-

Inlh-
i

litInlitaInaa decision issued SeptemSeptem-¬.-Septemberberber 8 ,
,

theththeAlaska, Alaska SupremeSuptemecCourtSuptemecCourt-
reversed

,
CourtCourt-

reversedreversed "aa" lowerIOlowerllrr court injunctioninjunctibl1injunctibl1-
against

injunction-
againstagainst the'the' issiiingissuingissuingQfpfQf9f permitspemi s

.
forfor-

the
for-

thethe ', killing. of caribou'caribou' . , BufcBurBut. thethe-
court

the-

courtcourtcourtcourtstatedstated that the way' inin-

which
In-

whichwhich the '" BoardBoBoardofrdrdofof GameGam gave

instructions
' to issuers of the perper-per-

mits
per-

mits
¬-

mits waswaS wrongwrowrongg .

TheThe'SupremeTheSupreme' Supreme Court did notnot-
give

not-
givegive anan.opinionopinionn.opinionnopinion. 'onon'' whether statestate-

'law
state-

lawlaw'law', allowed issuance Off permitspermits-
because

,

because-because
,-
bec us it said ' the lawtaw waswas-

changed
was-

changedchanged when thethe-legislaturethelegislature'- legislature

passed the new subsistence hunthunt-hunt-

ing
hunt-

ing
¬-

ing and fishing law .

The court was acting on anan-

appeal
an-

appealappeal of a superior court judge-judgejudge-
ment

judge-
ment

judge-
ment

- ,

ment which stopped issuance ofof-

permits
of-

permitspermits on the basis of need toto-

caribou
to-

cariboucaribou hunters in Native villagesvillages-

of
villages-

ofof northwest Alaska in the fallfaJlfaJ-

lof
fal-

lofof 1976 .

In August of 1976 , the DeDe-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment off Fish and Game dede-dede-

clared
de-

clared
¬-

clared an emergency closure ofof-

caribou
of-

cariboucaribou hunting of the WesternWestern-
Arctic

Western-
ArcticArctic herd because biologistsbiologists-
said

biologists-
saidsaid the population had been rere-rere-

duced
re-

duced
¬-

duced by very large numbers .

The Board of Game held aa-

special
a-

specialspecial meeting in September toto-

ask
to-

askask what regulations should bebe-

set
be-

setset . After the meeting , thetbe boardboard-
approved

board-
approvedapproved a permit system whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould allowallow.villageallowvillage.villagevillage. hunters toto-

kill
to-

killkill caribou on a need basis . InIn-

DecemberDecember of 1976 , the TananaTanana-
Valley

Tanana-
ValleyValley Sportsmen'sSportsmens' AssociationAssociatio-

nf
Association-

ed
Association-

filedfiledfed ., suit against the state toto-

stop
to-

stopstop the permit system andand-

emergency
and-

emergencyemergency regulations . The suitsuit-

also
suit-

alsoalso said that the permit systemsystem-
was

system-
waswas unfair to whites , becausebecause-
only

because-
onlyonly Natives were being givengiven-

permits
given-

permitspermits to hunt..

In April of 1977 , the superiorsuperior-
court

superior-
courtcourt agreed with the sportssports-
hunters

sports-
huntershunters and ordered the permitpermit-
system

permit-
systemsystem stopped . The state apap-ap¬-

pealed this decision to the SupSup-Sup-

reme
Sup-

reme
¬-

reme Court in May .,

The Supreme Court said thethe-

Board
the-

BoardBoardBoardofof Game was partly wrongwrong-

because
wrong-

becausebecause it did not issue writtenwritten-
regulations

written-
regulationsregulations for the permit syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem

¬-

tem , but instead gave verbal inin-inin-

structions
in-

structions
¬-

structions to the people whowho-
were

who-
werewere to issue the permits ., StateState-
law

State-
lawlaw says that regulations must bebe-

written
be-

writtenwritten ,, the court said .

But the court said that thethe-

Board

the-

BoardBoard of Game was right to dede-dede-

cide
de-

cide
¬-

cide to issue permits , becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe expert game biologists saidsaid-

there
said-

there '""' "there was a 'reasonablereasonable"reasonable basis

for the permitspermitsOn. On.on-On.- this point ,

the suprerrtesupreme court said the susu-susu-

perior
su-

perior
¬-

perior court was wrong to stopstop-
the

stop-
thethe permit system .

The lower court had also saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat there was no state lawlaw-

which
law-

whichwhich allowed the Board ofof-

Game
of-

GameGame to approve permits on thethe-

basis

-

basis of need for food The supsup-sup-
reme

sup-

reme
-¬-

reme court said it would notnot-
take

not-
taketake up this issue because thethe-

subsistence
the-

subsistencesubsistence hunting and fishingfishing-
law

fishing-
lawlaw passed by the legislature hashas-

changed
has-

changedchanged the hunting laws sincesince-
the

since-
thethe suit was Tiledftledfiled , and since thethe-
appeal

the-
appealappeal was made .,


