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VILLAGE OF TOKSOOK BAY - This is thethe-
settmg

the-
settingsettingsettmg of the pottery art that almost becamebecame-
extinct

became-
extinctextinct.. A few years ago , the villagers made a

move to revive the art and this will become aa-

realIty
a-

realityreality with the help of David TarmardTannard .

ToKsooKoksookT BoyBay Eskimos Revive Nearly Exf/ncfExfncfExtinct/ PofferyPotterylottery Art
After four generationsgener< tions , thethe-

Toksook
the-

ToksookToksook Bay Arts and CraftsCrafts-
Cooperative

Crafts-
CooperativeCooperative has revived thethe-

nearly
the-

nearlynearly extinctextmct Eskimo craftcraftofofof-

pottery
of-

potterypottery makingmakmg through a ceracera-cera-

mics
¬.-

micsmlcs venture that was initiatedinitiated-
by

initiated-
byby the arrival of their potterypottery-
consultant

pottery-
consultantconsultant , Mr.. David Stannard .

Mr.. Stannard wilwIll) be livinglivmglivmg-

and
living-

andand working withWJth the ToksookToksook-
Bay

Toksook-
BayBay cooperative to developdevelop-
their

develop-
theirtheir ceramics line and establishestablish-
aa stable market for these items .

He will set up a ceramics workwork-work-

shop
work-

shop
¬-

shop and serve as a referencereferereference-
for

cece-

forfor instruction for the villagers .

As Associate Professor of

Art at thethe University of Oregon ,
he has had muchmuchperjencemuchexperienceexperience\perjenceperjence-experience- .\ inin-

the
in-

thethe field ofofceramIcsceramics .

In addition to his B.ABA. . inin-

Chemistry
in-

ChemistryChemistry for the UniversityUOIverslty ofof-

Redlands
of-

RedlandsRedlands in CaliforniaCallforma and hishis-
M.A

his-
M.AM.AMA. . inI Soil GenesisGenesJs fromfrom-

Oregon
from-

OregonOregon State UniversityUmversJty , he hashas-
worked

has-
workedworked in pottery shops in1010-

CalIfornia
in-

CaliforniaCalifornia , Mexico and England .

Stannard has done extensiveextensive-
research

extensive-
researchresearchresearchinin'" kilnkdn constructionconstruction-
and

construction-
andand burner design with emphasisemphasis-
onon the use of local materials .

Because of his interest inin-

the
in-

thethe process of converting locallocal-

materials
local-

materialsmaterials into a finished ware

productct , he was particularlyparticuJarlyparticuJarly-
interested

particularly-
interestedinterestedinterestedinsted inm the potentialpotential-
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potentIal-

Continued

potential-
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Toksook Bay Pottery . . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

applications of Arctic materials .

He stated that the glaciationglaciation-
and

glaciation-
andand permafrost action has comcom-com-
bined

com-
bined

¬-

bined to make an unusuallyunusually-
pliable

unusually-
pliablepliable clay that he would likelike-

to
like-

toto experiment with .

Having grown up inm NingpoNmgpo ,

ChinaChma and traveled extensivelyextensively-
inin Mexico and Europe ,, he waswas-
drawn

was-
drawndrawn to the project inI thethe-

remote
the-

remoteremote southwestern AlaskaAlaska-

vIllage
Alaska-

villagevillage .

Toksook Bay is located bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween the Yukon and Kuskok-KuskokKuskok-
wim

Kuskok-
WIII1

Kuskok-
wim

-

wimWIII1 Rivers on Nelson Island .

Cannery jobs during the summersummer-
months

summer-
monthsmonths complement the subsub-sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
¬-

sistence economy of the village .

Only six people of the 270270-

villagers
270-

villagersvillagers inill Toksook Bay havehave-

permanent
have-

permanentpermanent jobs . The averageaverag-
eannualmcome

average-

annualannualannualmcomeincomemcome is $2,0002000$ , .

Like most rural areas ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , Toksook Bay must sendsend-

its
send-

itsits children out to boardingboardmgboardmg-
schools

boarding-
schoolsschools after the eighthe ghth gradegrade-

for
grade-

forfor further education . ManyMany-

do
Many-

dodo not return because of thethe-

lack
the-

lacklack ofofemploymentemployment opporoppor-oppor-
tunities

oppor-
tunities

¬-

tunities in the village .
The idea ofofaa ceramics propro-pro-

ject
pro-

ject
¬-

ject is based on a projectproject-
started

project-
startedstarted by BIA teachers atat-

Nlghmute
at-

NighmuteNighmuteNlghmutevlllagefrovillagefrom, a neighboring villagevlllage
fromfro .11..1whichwhich the villagers inin-

Toksook
in-

ToksookToksook Bay moved in thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly 1960's1960s' .

With the kiln and otherother-
supphes

other-
suppliessuppliessupphes that the school propro-pro-

vided
pro-

vided
¬-

vided , the villagers were able toto-

derive
to-

derivederive a source of income fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe ceramic figures and potterypottery-
utensils

pottery-
utensilsutensils that they made andand-

sold
and-

soldsold in the Anchorage area .

This project , althoughalthoughItitIt-

showed
it-

showedshowed surprisingly large profit ,

was discontinueddIscontinuedwhenwhen thethe-

teachers
the-

teachersteachers left .

The idea was reintroducedreintroduced-
when

reintroduced-
whenwhen the villagers were inin-inin-

vestigating
in-

vestigating
¬-

vestigating ways to improveunproveunprove-
their

improve-
theirtheir standard of living .

The village council , headedheaded-
by

headed-
byby Mr . Paul John , reasoned thatthat-

such
that-

suchsuchsuchaa project would not onlyonly-

educate
only-

educateeducate the young in the oldold-

ways
old-

waysways but also provide moremore-

incentive
more-

incentiveincentive for them to stay inin-

the
in-

thethe village .

In 1970 , the village wrote toto-

the
to-

thethe Economic Development AdAd-AdAd-

mimstratlon
Ad-

ministration
¬-

ministrationmimstratlon and asked forfor-

assistance
for-

assistanceassistance in establishingestablishmg thethe-

ceramics
the-

ceramicsceramics venture .

Unable to assist the cooperacoopera-coopera-
tive

coopera-
tive

¬-

tive , the letter was referred toto-

Community
to-

CommunityCommunity Enterprise DeveDeve-Deve-

lopment
¬-.

lopment Corporation of Alaska .

CEDCCEDe engaged the servicesservices-

of
services-

ofof Mrs .. Carol Kampert , a potter-potterpotter-
weaver

potter-
weaver

potter-
weaver

-

weaver and graduate from thethe-
University

the-

UniversityUniversity of California inin-

Berkeley
in-

BerkeleyBerkeley , for initial investiinvesti-investi-

gations
investi-

gations
¬-

gations andrecommendationsandrecommendatIons .

From these findings , Mr .

Skip Deegans , business manage-manage-

me.ntmentmcntm . nt consultant for CEDCCEDe , waswas-
assIgned

was-
assignedassigned to help the villagersvillagers-

obtain
villagers-

obtainobtain the necessary financialfinancial-
and

financial-
andand technicaltechmcal assistance requiredreqUIred-
toto undergo a ceramics project..

Because ofofrefusalrefusal to specifyspecify-
the

specify-
thethe type of product that willwill-
be

will-
bebe made ( andan . thereby limit thethe-

creatIVe
the-

creativecreative possibilities ofofsuchsuch aa-

venture
a-

ventureventure ) by the cooperative andand-

subsequent
and-

subsequentsubsequent lack ofofqualifiedqualifiedqualified-
purchasmg

qualified-
purchasingpurchasingpurchasmg commitments ,. 'concon.con-.con'..con-

ventlonal
con-concon-

ventional
¬-

ventionalventlonal fundingfundmg sources couldcould-

not
could-

notnot fund the project for itsItS-

mltlal
its-

initialinitialmltlal year ofofoperationsoperations .

Through grants from thethe-

Methodist
the-

MethodistMethodist and CatholicCathohcCathohc-
Churches

Catholic-
ChurchesChurches , CEDCCEDe , WhitneyWhitney-
Fidalgo

Whitney-
FidalgoFidalgo Corporation , Irwin-IrwinIrwm-IrwmIrwin-

Sweeney
Irwm-

SweeneyMiller
Irwin-

SweeneyMiller
-

SweeneySweeneyMillerSweeney-MillerSweeneyMiller-MillerMiller- Foundation ,
FreedofriFreedomFreedotn From Hunger FounFoun-Foun-

dation
Foun-

dation
¬-

dation , and private donors , thethe-

project
the-

projectproject will be startingstart 109 its firstfirst-

year
first-

yearyear ofofoperationsoperations .

Because the cooperative willwill-

utllize
will-

utilizeutilizeutllize local materials inm thethe-

construction
the-

constructionconstruction of their ceramicceramic-
products

ceramic-
productsproducts , a bit of the traditionaltraditional-
motif

traditional-
motifmotif will be reintroducedremtroduced .

The first year ofofoperationsoperationsoperations-
will

operations-
willwill be a period of learninglearmng andand-

experimenting
and-

experimentingexperimenting for the ToksookToksook-
Bay

Toksook-
BayBay Arts and Crafts Cooperative .

Stannard willwlll teach them thethe-

fundamentals
the-

fundamentalsfundamentals of shaping potterypottery-
and

pottery-
andand will experiment in the useuse-

of
use-

ofof indigenous materials such asas-

bones
as-

bonesbones and shells in glazes .

From these experiments , thethe-

Toksook
the-

ToksookToksook Bay cooperative exex-exex-

pects
ex-

pects
¬-

pects to develop their uniqueunique-
Ime

unique-
linelineIme ofofceramIcceramic products andandaand-

stable
and-

stable
a

stable market..

Eventually , the ceramics propro-pro-

ject
¬.-

ject will be a permanentpermanen t cottagecottage-
industry

cottage-
industryindustry inm the area that isI-
Swholly

is-

whollywholly owned by the peoplepeople-
m

people-
ininm the area .

Mosley jumped in an airair-airair-

plane
air-

plane
¬-

plane to see for himself . WhenWhen-

he
When-

hehe got over the fire , he couldcould-

hanlly
could-

hardlyhardlyhanllyLookingdownbelieve his eyes . Looking
downdownthrough-throughthroughihrough-, the smoke , hehe-

could
he-

couldcould seesee the black line alongalong-
the

along-
thethe trenches . The fire hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen containedcon tamed .,

Later that eveningevenmg , Hunting-HuntingHuntmg-HuntmgHunting-
ton

Huntmg-
ton

Hunting-
ton

--

ton showed Mosley a "jobjob" wellwell-
done

well-
donedone " on the ground and intromtro-mtrointro-mtro-
duced

intro-
duced

¬-

duced him to the fire-fightersfirefighters- ,

both men and women who hadhad-
worked

had-
workedworked without stoppingstoppmg toto-

beat
to-

beatbeat this fire .

"II" have been in the fire-firefire-
fightmg

fire-
fighting

.--

fightmgfightlllgfighting game for over 2525-

years
25-

yearsyears ,
" said HuntingtonHuntmgton ,. "andand"and-

I

"
I see nothingnothmg wrongwrongwithwith womenwomen-
firefigh

women-
firefightersfire-fightersfirefightersfire-fighfirefigh- lers , as long as they areare-

willing
are-

willingwilling to workworkonon the samesame-
basIs

same-
basisbasis as the mennien .

"
There was a new look ofof-

respect
of-

respectrespect for Native women firefire-fire-
fighters

fire-

fighters
¬-

fighters with theirthelf blackened ,
smoke-smudgedsmokesmudged- faces ,. standingstandmgstandmg-
side

standing-
sideside by side with men , toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect the land from fire .


