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"Death"DeathDeath" by Ounces " is the title of the 1972 edition ofof-
The

of-
TheThe Travelers Insurance Companies book on highwayhighway-
accident

highway-
accidentaccident statistics . The 'ouncesounces' ' are the 80 proof variety .

Consumption of such drinks by motorists in thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States in 1971 caused death for 27,00027000, men ,

womenWOlr.enWOlren. and children and injuries for 2,350,0002350000, , others ,

according to statistics in the book .

All studies undertaken so far point up that alcoholalcohol-
taken

alcohol-
takentaken in any amount immediately before driving impairsimpairs-
the

impairs-
thethe operator'soperatorsperator'sperators' ability to some degree . This has long beenbeen-

recognized
been-

recognizedrecognized in many foreign countries and is reflected inin-

extremely
in-

extremelyextremely stringent legislation , notably in the ScandinaScandina-Scandina-
vian

Scandina-
vian

¬-

vian nations .

Finland , for instance , jails a person caught drivingdriving-
with

driving-
withwith any detectable trace ofofalcoholalcohol in his blood . EvenEven-

with
Even-

withwith no accident involvement , helie faces up to fivefive-

month's
five-

month'smonth'smonths' imprisonment.. Hard labor is added if the drunkdrunk-
driver

drunk-
driverdriver injures or kills someone .

We in the United States are a long way from takingtaking-
such

taking-
suchsuch unequivocal stands . Convictions of drunken driversdrivers-
are

drivers-
areare extremelye tremely difficult to obtain . Of the 350 drunk-drunkdrunk-
driver

drunk-
driver

drunk-
driver

-

driver cases surveyed by The Charlotte ( N.CNC. . ) News ,

only two ended in trials . In one , the defendant waswas-

found
was-

foundfound guilty . In the other , the jury could not reach aa-

verdict
a-

verdictverdict..
The solution to this dilemma is obvious : There areare-

laws
are-

lawslaws against drunk driving . It'sIts' up to eacheachofof us to letlet-

our
let-

ourour law enforcement officials know that we want thethe-
laws

the-
lawslaws to work .


