
Mayor Tagarook'sTagarooks' Huge MaUPackageMailPockageMail Package
By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

BARTER

Writer-

BARTERBARTER ISLAND - TheThe-

biggest
The-

biggestbiggest single piece of mailmail-

Gregg
mail-

GreggGregg TagarookTagarookofof KaktovikKaktovlk isis-

likely
is-

likelylikely to get in his entire lifelife-lifelife-

time
life-

time
¬-

time arrivedarnved last weekweekafterafter aa-

slight
a-

slightslight delay due to fog overover-

the
over-

thethe coastlinecoastlme of north Alaska .

The airmailainnail "packagepackage"" " concoo-coocon-coo-
tained

con-
tained

¬-

tained Kaktovik'sKaktoviks' brand newnew-
modular

new-
modularmodular post office , completecompletcomplete-
andandandreadyready for instant on-the-siteonthesiteonthesitei-
nstallation

onthesitei-
nstallation

- -

installation . The carrier was anan-

enonnous
an-

enormousenormousenonnous Hercules cargo plane ,
r' loaded to the gills in FairbanksFairbanks-

with
Fairbanks-

withwith only inches of clearance .

The building bore a giantgiant-

letter
giant-

letterletter addressed to Mayor TagaTaga-Taga-

rook
Taga-

rook
¬-

rook , complete with zip codetode -
99747 , in case anyone else isis-

thinking
is-

thinkingthinking of mailing a building oror-

two
or-

twotwo to KaktovikKak tovik .
The letter from E . T . Klassen ,

Postmaster General of thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States , reads : "ItIt" is aa-

great
a-

greatgreat pleasure to address to youyou-
this

you-
thisthis United States Post Office ,
symbolizing our dedication to

f

service to the people of KakKak-Kak-

tovik
Kak-

tovik
¬-

tovik and the nation . This isis-

the
is-

thethe first of ten new post officesoffices-
being

offices-
beingbeing installed in the more rereore-rereo-

mote
re-

mote
*-

mote Alaskan villages thisthis-

summer
this-

summersummer . May it serve well ."
The other communities sche-schesche-

Continued
sche-

Continued
sche-

Continued
-

( Continued on page 4)441)



Tagarook'sTagarooksTagarool{'8 PackagePaclage{ .* .* .

tCDntlnued( ontlnuedContinued; fromfrDrn page 1)1))

duled to receive identical unitsUl11tsUl11ts-

are
units-

areare Gambell , Savoonga , Talkeet-TalkeetTalkeet-
na

-

na , TogiakToglakTogtak , Naknek , EgegikEgeglk ,

Unalaska . Angoon , andKake ,.

Kaktovik'sKaktoviksKaktovlk'sKaktovlks' post office willWIJlWIJ-

lbe

will-

bebe the only one shipped byby-

n1311

by-

mailmailn1311.. Installation on alldJl ten isI-
Sexpected

is-

expectedexpected to be completed byby-

the
by-

thethe end of October.. Sites forfor-

most
for-

mostmost of the units have beenbeen-

donated
been-

donateddonated byvillager-councilsvillagercouncilsvlllagC4ounctlsbyvlllagC4ounctlsvillage-councilsvillagebyvillagecouncils;-- andand-

the
and-

thethe BureauBuredU of Land ManageManage-Manage-

ment

¬.-

ment..

The modularmoduldr buildingsbUIld1l1gs areare-

bUilt

are-

builtbuilt in111 two parts , each 9 ' by
46 ' to provide nearly 850850-

square
850-

squaresquare feet of floor space whenwhen-

put
when-

putput together on the site . TheThe-

contractor
The-

contractorcontractor was ATCOA TCO STRUCSTRUC-STRUC-

TURES
STRUC-

TURES
¬-

TURES , Inc . of Anchorage , butbut-

the
but-

thethe unitsUmts were actually built in11111-

1the

in-

thethe lower '48 .

Total cost for the projectproject-
was

project-
waswas around S400OQO$400OQO400OQO$ , , or about
540,000540000$40,00040000$ , per unit AccordingAccordlllg toto-

post
to-

postpost office studies , it was moremore-

economlcdl
more-

economicaleconomicaleconomlcdl to havehdve the postpost-

offices
post-

officesoffices builthutlt at.ItIt. -,. one locationlocatIO-
nI

location-
wherewhere\II\ here skilled constructionconconstruction-
workers

structloll
workers.urJ.ersurJ.ersurJers. ., anddlld materialsmJterlJh areare-

dvallable
are-

availableavailabledvallable anddn "qualityquality"qudlItyqudlIty" canCdll behehe-

controlled
he-

controlledcontrolled "

"ThenThen"ThenIe" we\IeIe\ ship the finishedfumhedfumhed-
product

finished-

productproduct to the site rather thanthan-

Impurt
than-

importimportImpurt all the materialsmatenaJs anddllddlld-

skilled
and-

skilledskilled men and attempt to dodo-

the
do-

thethe jobjobininm a remote area .
"

The unitsUl11ts have turquoise blueblue-

metal
blue-

metalmetal slidingslIdmg andandmetalmetalmetalroofsroofsroofs-

The
roofs-

TheThe interiormtenor is predominantlypredommantly

hardwood wall panelingpanelmgpanel mg .

HeatinglIeatmg unitsUl1lts , hot water heaterreaterreater.-

hemlcal
,

chemical\.hemlcal.hemlcal\. toilets , customercustomer-
counter

customer-
countercounter , postal equipment , andand-

even
and-

eveneven a flagpole are installedInstalled-

before
installed-

beforebefore transportation to the site .

To the untraineduntramed eye , thethe-

new
the-

newnew post offices look very muchmuch-

hl.e
much-

likelikehl-.ehl.ehl.ee-. a modern trailer house withwIth-

aa $40,00040000$ ,, price tag ,, but rereore-rere-
oporters

re-

porters

¬-

porters were assured that rigidrigid-

weather
rigid-

weatherweather conditions had beenbeellbeell-

met
been-

metmet inm very high quality stanstan-stan-

dards

¬.-

dards
dardsOne

One community scheduled toto-

receive

to-

receivereceive one of the new unitsUl1ltsUl1lts-

compla1l1ed
units-

complainedcomplainedcompla1l1ed about the estheticsesthetics-
of

esthetics-
ofof the buildingbUlldmg , callingcallIngItit "twotwo"t\\O"ttO"tOf-
lat

"two-
flat

" \
flat tint1l1 cans stuck together ..

"

The post office said nono-

commul1lty
no-

communitycommunitycommul1lty has to accept thethe-

bUlldmgs
the-

buildingsbuildingsbUlldmgs if they don'tdont' wantwanwant-

them
tt-

themthem . "WeWe" haveIldye moremore thanthan-

enough
than-

enoughenough standingstdndmg inmimeline , waitingwaltmgwaltmg-
for

waiting-
forfor them ," saidSJld an official..

The pruJcdproject hdshas also receivedreceived-

crrtlclsm
received-

criticismcriticismcrrtlclsm for the out-ol-stateoutolstateoUI-of-stdteoUIofstdteout-of-stateoUIofstdte-
construction

outofstatec-
onstruction

- -

construction "HadHad"lIadlIad" the unitsUllltSUllltS-

heen
units-

beenbeenheenheen.onstructedconstructed\.onstructed.onstructed\. locally10\.111)10.11110.111)111\. . )' ,
" saidsaid-

the
JldJld-

thethethe.OIllpldmantcomplainant\.OIllpldmant.OIllpldmant\. ,. "jobsjobs"Jobslould") obs would\louldlouldlould-
hJve

would-

have
\ . .

havehJve beenheen createdcreatcd torfor AlaskansAIJ I-.dmI.dmI.dmdm-. "

Admittedly somethingsOllicthmg like"I-.cI.c"II.cc"I.c-

all

like-

an
"-.

anall emergency situation exists in11111-

1upgrJdmg

in-

upgradingupgradingupgrJdmg mailmall service to ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska . Nevertheless ,. NativeNative-

villages
Native-

villagesvillages may want to taketake-

another
take-

anotheranother look at design beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe next ten buildingsbuIldmgs go intomtomto-

productIOn
into-

productionproduction


