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WOMEN AREAGHTERSRREAGHIERS PRAISED '

Working , Staying PowerPower-

Of
Power-

OfOfIndian and EskimoEskimo-

Women
Eskimo-

WomenWomen Lauded by BossBossFA-

IRBANKS

BossFA-

IRBANKSFAIRBANKS - Women fire-fightersfirefighters- receivedreceivedoutoutout-out-
standing

out-
standing

¬-

standing praise from James Huntington of Galena , lineline-
boss

line-
bossboss on two fires this season , in whichwhichwomenwomen playedplayedananan-

important
an-

importantimportant part .

There has been concern about the hirinphirinhiringhiringofofofwomenwomen
fire fighters by the Bureau ofof-

Land
of-

LandLand Management inm some areasareas-

of
areas-

ofof the state .

HuntingtonlIuntmgton said men werewere-

findmg
were-

findingfindingfindmg out they had to "startstart"start-
producmg

"start-
producing

"
producingproducmg on theirthen jobs of thethe-

past
the-

pastpast " when women entered thethe-

competition
the-

competitioncompetition for what hadhad-

formerly
had-

formerlyformerly been only man'smans' work .

The Round About MountainMountdmMountdm-
Fire

Mountain-
FireFire , a 9000 acre fire inm heavyheavy-

spruce
heavy-

sprucespruce and dry cariboucanbou moss ,

utilizedutilizedaa crew of 125 firefifefire-fire-

fighters
¬.-

fighters , 40 of which werewere-

women
were-

womenwomen .

'"'ThereThere"There were no womenwomen-

crews
women-

crewscrews , " saidsaJd HuntingtonHuntmgton , "TheyThey"They-
were

"They-
were

"

were mixed with the men andand-
worked

and-
workedworked just as hard . ManyMany-

days
Many-

daysdays andandnightsnights they wouldwould-

put
would-

putput inm 18 hours of work with ¬.

outau t a let-upletup- .
"

'TheyThey"They'"" worked under thethe-

same
the-

samesame conditions as the men andand-

had
and-

hadhad no privilegespnvlleges . They slept

on the groundgroundandand ate rationsratIOns-

out
rations-

outout of tintm cans .
"

Not one of the six crewcrew-

bosses
crew-

bossesbosses on FireFife 8785 complainedcomplamedcomplamed-
about

complained-
aboutabout women not doingdomg theirtheir-

Job
their-

jobjob . It took forty-eightfortyeightforty-eJghteJght-- hourshours-

of
hours-

ofofofmtenslveofintensiveintensivemtenslve work to containcontam thethe-

fire
the-

firefire and three more weeks toto-

declare
to-

declaredeclare it outou t..

The women were singlesmgle ,

marriedmamed , and widowed . ThereThere-
were

There-
werewere both Eskimo and IndianIndian-

women
Indian-

womenwomen , andandoneone "outsideoutside"outside-
IndIan

"outside-
Indian

"
Indian . " In the scarce locallocal-

job
local-

jobjob market , the women tooktook-

the
took-

thethe only jobs available in thethe-

commumty
the-

communitycommunitycommumty -. fire-fightingfirefighting- , oneone-

of
one-

ofof the toughest jobslobs there is .

On Aug . 10 , Charley MoileyMmleyMosley ,

Fire Attack Coordinator , sentsent-
out

sent-
outout a callcaU for workers to stopstop-

I

stop-

O
stop-
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1the. the advance of a 35OOQ, acreacre-

fire
acre-

firefire , No . 8668 . In the crewcrew-

that
crew-

thatthat responded , 75 of the total
142 were women ..

"WeWe" used thethenight'-night-night attackattack-
system

attack-
systemsystem ," saidids Huntington ,,

"coolingcooling" the fire withwithretardantretardantretardant-
and

retardant-
andand following up with crews . "
They cut a 50SO foot wide trench ,

along a five mile linetine .

"KennethKenneth" Sam'sSams' crew led thethe-

way
the-

wayway , cutting the line with chainchain-

saws
chain-

sawssaws , while other crews followedfollowed-
cleaning

followed-
cleaningcleaning and trenching . At noonnoon-
on

noon-
onon the second day , we could seesee-

that
see-

thatthat we were not goinggomg to holdhold-

the
hold-

thethe fire much longer . "
Two crews of 42 fighters ,

mostly women , were pulled back

to set a Back'tackrack'tt'>ack fire along a threethree-

mile
three-

milemile line .
"AnyoneAnyone" who has back-firedbackfiredbackfired-

before
backfired-

before
-

before ," said Huntington ,

"knowsknows" the terrible heat andand-

smoko
and-

smokesmokasmokosmoke that/youthatyouthatyouthat /youyou// ou have to gogo-

through
go-

throughthrough txyfcontaintoContaintocontain! the backback-back-

fire
back-

fire
¬-

fire . Four hours later anyoneanyone-
would

anyone-
wouldwould have beenbeert proud . "

"TheThe" women'swomens' faces werewere-

black
were-

blackblackblackandand streaked with sweat .
They were tired and hungry ,

but they still watched the lineImeIme-

and
line-

andand carried the tree taps thatthat-

they
that-

theythey used to fight the blazeblaze-

with
blaze-

withwith . "
Airplanes flyingflyingnearnear the areaarea-

reported
area-

reportedreported a blow-upblowup- at Fire
8668 with smoke reaching 30003000-
feet

3000-
feetfeet.. When word came that two

-
loads ofofretardantretardant had , beenbeen-
ordered

been-
orderedordered ten miles south , it

.
looked as if they had lost thethe-
fire

the-
firefire .


