
Traders on ReservationsServationsRservationsRfR servations ProbedPro for Violating Consumer RightsRightsJ J

Commissioner of Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
¬-:'

fairs Louis RR.. Bruce announcedannouflcedannouflced-
that

announced-
thatthat public hearings have beenbeen-

scheduled
been-

scheduledscheduled August 28 and 29 atat-

Window
at-

WindowWindow Rock , Ariz . , to probeprobe-
charges

probe-
chargescharges that traderstrader$ on thethe-

Navajo
the-

NavajoNavajo Indian Reservation havehave-

violated
have-

violatedviolated consumers ' rightsright .

A ' joint investigation curcur-cur-

rently
cur-

rently

¬-

rently being concluded byby-

officials
by-

officialsofficials of the two agencies hashas-

looked
has-

lookedlooked into NavajpNavaJ9Navajo consumers '
complaints of deception , fraud ,

threats and manipulation .

At the request of NavajoNavajo-

Tribal
Navajo-

TribalTribal Chairman Peter Mac-MacMac-

Donald
Mac-

Donald
Mac-

Donald
-

Donald and Dinebeiina NahiilnaNahiilna-
Be

Nahiilna-
BeBe Agaditahe , Inc . , (DNA ) , anan-

OEOfunded
an-

OEOfundedOEO-fundedOEOfunded- legal aid program ,

the federal agencies moved toto-

conduct
to-

conductconduct pricing surveys andand-

business
and-

businessbusiness practice inquiries ofof-

more
of-

moremore than 100 trading posts onon-

the
on-

thethe reservation .

Over one hundred consumerconsumer-
interviews

consumer-
interviewsinterviews have been completed .

The most common comcom-com-

plaints

¬.-

plaints include the withholdingwithholding-
ofof checks , unmarked prices ,

usurious credit practices , andand-

truth
and-

truthtruth in lending violations .

The hearings willwillreceivereceivereceive-

testimony
receive-

testimonytestimony from tribal officials ,

Navajo consumers , D.N.ADN.ADNA. . . , ecoeco-eco-

nomists
eco-

nomists

¬-

nomists , BIABfA officials andand-

traders
and-

traderstraders .

Following the Window RockRock-

hearings
Rock-

hearingshearings , other hearings will bebe-

conducted
be-

conductedconducted throughout the rere-rere-

servation
re-

servation

¬-

servation to permit consumersconsumers-
living

consumers-
livingliving in isolated areas to relaterelate-

their
relate-

theirtheir personal experiences withwith-

various
with-

variousvarious trading posts .

A principal objective of thethe-

investigation
the-

investigationinvestigation is to revise andand-

enforce
and-

enforceenforce federal regulation ofof-

traders
of-

traderstraders in Indian country .

The Federal Trade ComCom-Com-

mission's
Com-

mission's
¬-

mission'smissions' Los Angeles RegionalRegional-
Director

Regional-
DirectorDirector , Richard B . Lavine hashas-

assigned
has-

assignedassigned a substantial part ofof-

his
of-

hishis staff to the undertaking .

The trading post pricing surveysurvey-

has
survey-

hashas been completed .

It indicates that the trading

posts are charging exceedinglyexceedingly-
high

exceedingly-
highhigh prices compared to pricesprices-

atat off-reservationoffreservation- stores .

Ernest LL.. Stevens , the BIA'sBIAsBIA's-

Director
BIA's-

Director ''

Director of Economic DevelopDevelop-Develop-

ment
Develop-

ment
¬-

ment is coordinating the acac-acac-

tivities
ac-

tivities
¬-

tivities of the Navajo Tribe andand-

the
and-

thethe Federal agencies involved .

Stevens , an Oneida Indian ,

has worked closely with ChairChair-Chair-

man
Chair-

man
¬-

man MacDonald since the propro-pro-

ject's
pro-

ject's
¬-

ject'sjects' inception in developingdeveloping-
alternatives

developing-
alternativesalternatives to the trading posts .

MacDonald recently said , inin-

a
in-

aa message to the Navajo TribalTribal-

Council
Tribal-

CouncilCouncil , "II" do not propose toto-

run
to-

runrun non-NavajononNavajo- traders off thethe-

reservation
the-

reservationreservation any more than II-

propose

I-

proposepropose to do without whitewhite-

experts
white-

expertsexperts in the constructionconstruction-
business

construction-
businessbusiness .

"WeWe" need to learn to have thethe-

opportunity
the-

opportunityopportunity to try , and even toto-

make
to-

makemake mistakes . . . I call nownow-

for
now-

forfor a strict enforcement ofofallallall-

those

all-

thosethose rules and regulations toto-

which
to-

whichwhich traderstradersare-areare-- re subject . . .

We must make sure that nono-

owner
no-

ownerowner can continue to exploitexploit-
the

exploit-
thethe Navajo people .:"'

TestimonyTestimonywillwill also be takentaken-

concerning
taken-

concerningconcerning the difficulties exex-exex-

perienced
ex-

perienced
¬-

perienced by Navajos withwithoffoff-offoff-

reservation
off-

reservation
off-

reservation
-

reservation new andandusedused carcar-

dealers
car-

dealersdealers and the lack of dealerdealer-dealer-

ships
dealer-

ships
¬-

ships on the reservation .


