State starts spill area tests
for subsistence seafoods

by Warren Jarvis
fur (he Tondra Tliies

Begimmng last week. the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game kicked
off the latest round of subsistence
foouls u:nliuf inarels ht by Lt yoar's
Frvon Valdez oil spill

According o department spokesman
Jim Full, the $250,000 program will
encompass 12 areas in Prince William
Sound and lower Cook Inlet. The
testing program will consist of three
phases: winter, spring and summer
The $250,000 budget is only for the
winler and spring phases.

Phe fests are desgined o comple
ment un earlier series of wsts ran by
varus  agencies  from  June 1o
September of last year. Fall sand The
simples will be taken P the same
areds iy lesl veur's tests, he sod, W
compare results ond wee whist changes
have occurred in hydeocarbon levels
i siiials

A hydrocarbon i amy  compeound
mude up of hydrogen and oxvgen. (il
such as that spilled by the Econ
Valdez Tant spring, Is mude up of
hydrocarbons

confinumd on page nihe



B By Choim Cumhman

Hill Wilsemy gemied Ml Wioek s fTadperiios JJ“!.IIHII.,'H.‘- feenkciv qif the Norerh P F,fir
Fishierres Mamegement Covine el miceting i Anchoraee earlicr s ol Aesi iy
pvvneen ddiviosyedd Py e comeencnl wiey feeitbed siocess for saftlefoch

* Oil testing

CCEEATr D RUTETY PRI NI ee

When distlled, Dot can b
turinieed anto saeh e ol Conponimdy iy
Heatiing oil or gsoling

When i the flesh of ap anmod ex- |
I1lh.|_'|.| tivanil, bewever . thie e tie
Baons @dn Cause  sickness, un |
cofmseinusness, oF even death. Some
forms of hydrocarbons, called
“heavy ™ becanss ol thdir  larper
miolecular  structure,  dre Know
CiCTogens .

According 1w Fall, last year s tesis |
showed unacceptuble levels of
hyvdrocarbons only m shellfish, such
s museels and clams

Fhese nmmals, he soad, possess dil
ferent physical processes than fish hile,
resultng  in longer  retention of
hyddrocziebones in their boddies. Alsi, by
living ot the beaches, they are con
nowally exposed o the ol whercas
Fesdy can swirm arcumdd or an Bedst oun
ol ey ol they ot

The bevel of contmimation varwal by
tocpt i, wath savne shelish show g
miv brace ol onl, sl the mussels o
thie Kosdiak Horbor amd Windy Huy
s wisg il e dhbove V.5 Fidisd pond
Prouge Admamstraiion  gusdelimes

s vedir' s wsts, Fall o sand, were
sl by the concerns ool residents
ahit the provious tests One ol the
ksl [rrulmrlrnl comeerns v that lasi
yvear' s sample size of 150 wis foo
st |

Sample size inthe 13 breas vatied
last year Prom two at Windy Hay, 1o
M oar Port Lons

Phie upcormimg Tests, by contriast,
will coillect 120 1-~.'=|I;Ii'|lh:'-- i ek ol the
winter dmd sprimg  phases.  Fall
estimated $850 per test,  leavang
roughly 54 (ests unaceounted  lor
These teats, Full said, will be used Lo
ricet special villape requests and 1 st
ether animals such os seals, sca Lo,
deer and waterfowl

In addition 1o the stale’s progrim,
Exxomn is planminge toonibate o smaller
test program during the week of Feh
26

Aceording 1o Steve Lewis, an Fas
ol toxicologist with the progect. the
feslinge PoogEram ik intended o rru;‘unnll
pr dreas of village congern, The
siniples mken, Lewis said, will only
e of shelllish, and no particular
number of samples hos been sot

W' s mmiare o o villpge respainse pris
pramm than o desipned experimerd
there's mo sel protocnl, © Lewis s



