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Binkley introduces FAS legislation

JUNEAL — What happens of
you're pregnunt and shusing alcohol?
You may be causing dumage (o your
unborn child, and you could find
yourself before o judge, facing court-
ordered alcohol treatment, under a ill
filed by Sen. Johine Binkley, R-Bethel

Binkley has introdduced o packoge of
hills targeting oleohol-related  birth
defects in the areas of education and
public awareness, medical profes
storals and teacher truining, and treat-
ment of pregnant women who use aud
abuse alevholic bevernges

“* Although we have made progress
i recent years in educating the public
aboriet the dangers of donking durin

gnancy,”” Binkley sand, “'we st
wmve o long way b go

| iy

Cine ball in the puckage would pro-
vide for involuntary commitment 1o a
treatment center of a pregnant woman
who is aleoholic and who, “‘unless
committed, 15 likely to harm the fetus
by continued use of alcohol, ™

Binkley cxpects this bill will
generate o furr amount of discussion,

“I’s ume we pul the issue square-
ly on the tble, " he said. “There will
always be that handful of people who
won't — or can’t —~ follow medical
advice about drinking and pregrancy.
Those who continue to grossly abuse
alcohol and know that their babies will
be born with horrible, irreversible
hirth defects must be  provided
Ireatment,

Children born with Fetal Alcohol

Syndrome suffer from growth retanda-
o, Tl malformutions and nervous
sysiem damage. FAS also is now the
number one cause of mental retarda-
ton Ao the mation.

“The chilidren of these women pay
n great cost with their lives, ™ Binkley
rabid, " And society picks up the b

The cont 1o cidre Tor in Alaskn FAS
child over s or her Ifetyme s con
serviitively estimated at more than
$1.4 million

“Where do we stop just being
frustrated about this situstion and stan
making changes in sociely's level of
tolerance?”” Binkley asked.

A mapor obstacle to mandanng treat
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* Binkley’'s FAS legislation

coititimd B pebiim oo

vt of any sort has Been o dack ol
treatiment  faculinies for  prognant
swinpent Vhe Iodban Health Service 1s
o conipleting plans for o 15w
20 bed Tacabiny i the Anchoruge area,
which will serve Native women who
e proegiant amd abwsing aleohol am)
drngs

Treatmgnt Lor pregnant non-Nalive
women  also s boing considered.
Binkley will be workimg clusely with
the Department of Health and Socil
Services in an elfort 1o get stie fumds
for these services i the Fiscal Year
1991 budget

Al o belp saure tha these women
o gel irentment, Binkley has intio
duced o il than would estublish a
Py ameng state-fupded treatmennt
programs for pregnint women wha
abuse wledhuol,

Chbier talls e Binkley's “'FAS
package  taeger ancreased effors n
public  ¢ducation. Ml ordes
shipeng ots ol wlevhiol saauild have W in
Clude o brochuee whiich tells abwut the
dangers of demkg dunng pregmmey

Students participaing mahe state's
stadent Toan preogram wnd attending
vosabionl progrnms v aleonol -related
ehds would recesve gdugation abou
FAS ol o relpted sydromie, Fatad
ool Edfisces, under goother bill

Comiples  reguesting o o gy
Powrise alse womld be provided an
cefcatiomad b hure

St snedical assocritimy lor hogh
U biins il ouprscs wonilel be asked 1
spumsor dontiming iediedl education
oppeetinies oo sleohed crelared aeth
detects wider a resolution i the
package . A sevomd sesolution calls on
the governior o declare Mother's Day
Week ay Aleohol Related  Buth
Pelects Awareness Week ™

School  disudiers and  Repional
Education Attendance Areas would be
required (o provide trmmng - for
peachers i ways o wirk with childeen
with alcohol related disabilities,

“Aluskin's statistics about FAS are
alarrming, " Binkley sard. " Bur whin
thime stitisties el us s there are o
whilee Tt ol kids oun there whie are
lrendy i tonble, What are we i
e o help them cope wath sy s
sl

Wit are we doing e prepare
[FLATIR TR O T Jlﬂl: Ehese Kads survive g
Vot Tast paced lite? "

Fhe THS R been colliectmg da o
e wcidenes of FAS wmong Aliaska
Nt g sdevae il v oiw, el (e
nwsl et Digires wre 42 gt 100N
bve brthes, Adtogether, health. care
[HI'II.‘U.IHHIJI‘- ealnmde thig 29 FAN
b e brn i Adiska cach vear,
Pt they comedle thie actual namber i
inch Dy

Hhnk byl plins tis waark for fund
g the BY 91 budger For o staewide
s aniinth stody of newbaoris. This
sty wonded anomymously sdentily ihe
icidence o aloobol and dirags at birth
The dats would ot dennly FAS

specifically, but st would provide the
foutdation for b statew ide data basy
o adeohwil wnd deig use by pregnam
WIS

Data colleenon abio would e
erlunced by o bill i Binkley 's FAS
puckoge. FAS  would  becone a
reportahle conditum, as s the cose
witth messles or bies,

The mbormation, reportied o e
stite epidemiologist by physicins, i
cimlidentinl and would only be useid
wh acollective data ool for heaith plan:
ners and educators

“Fetnl Alcohol Syndrome s
everyone's problem — regardless of
sew or age or race — and every Alaska
oerght t b imvolved o the solutions,
Finkley sl




