Senate panel
recommends
abolishing BIA

Native American News Service

WASHIGNTON, DC — A
specinl Semate committee churged
with investigatmg froud and
mismanagement in the Bureau ol
Indian Affairs has recommended
scloption of what it calls "o new
federalism,” " i which the fedeml
government would abolish the BIA
and ullocate Tumds directly to tribal
poveraments annually

T'he panel sd pew agreements
are necded between the Tedeml
government and  the tribes  hut
allow: Native Americins fo run thor
own al fars and pledge permanent
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These new  agrecments, s oen
visioned by committee  members,
would be completely voluntary and
would not affect any existing treaty
rights or alter the legal status of 1ribal
povernments,

The special commuitee will submag
begistation wo create and fund an Of
fhee of Federul- Tribal Relations within
the executive ulfice of the presidem

The oftice wouldd be responsible for
negotating and overseeing implemen-
ation ol lormal  agreements  with
federally recognized Indian tribes.

“The agreements will allow ony
beibe thiat sav choises 1o exit the cur
ret bureaucrnwy of federal Indian pro
prans and W recetve wid use ot ity own
discrenion o proportonal share of the
federal Tndiian budget, " the recom
roendutiom sud.

The committes proposes that Tuid
ing be allewated 1o trebal governmens
hased solely on populition Agures, to
“depoliticrse”™ the fumling provess

Mhe lepiskation wiuld provide the
offwee with the sothonty o negotiie
ppreements that joclude;

sRevopgmzmg  nbes’  permanem
rights W exercise sellpovernment

sRehingushing all it existing palei
st powers 10 review and approve
o ddisappirove bl comstitanons, legal
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cordried into by drnibes

*Providhing tnbes with an anmal
Pedhal Selb-Giovertiment Garang equal
Bor thear progesrtomad sliare of e ca
et Tedetal Pndban badget ns i penma
nent eniilement

& rmederrong Trome the Barea ol
odeas AdTiirs, Indvin Health Servioe
and other federad Tradiin programes o
thee iehes the dssets necessary o carry
el the responsibilities they wonld
assurnied under the pnew agrecnwnis

e the poogwsed agrecments. In-
dian inbes woukd:

* Ao full responsibaliy lor sell
wernment

Declire then gowernments atl
riembers ineligible for all viher federal
programs specilically targeted W in
Uias tmbes o oy iduals

*Adbere 1o standards ol account
ahility os established by the office

*Clpcrate (hewr governmenis in o
cortince with written consttutcns
that aelhiere tis the Ddian Civil Raghts
Act and bave heen approved by a m
[ty ol yoting members

*Publicly repent certified Cinancial
satements analyveing the budgets of
thetr governments and all tribally
vwnigd husinesses

Thet special committae also recom:
miended thut the House wnd the Senute
cuch create a permanent full Comemit-
tee on Indian Affairs, with additiona)
stall specifically assigned to perform
oversight and investigation



