Adams criticizes leadership on budget
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Cine of the more tedet amd histonn
ipcidents that will shape our fulure,
ome wiy on another, was the oal spull
ol March 1984
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termemiber that. Trwis o iranspxortation
iisaster
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surtbnizing our current onl and gas th

What should have been a cure
turned out worse than the disease.
L ast year's budget process was not
only abominable, it was illegal.

Lest we forgel, we, whio have been
the  benehicianes ol wealth  from
COOIINIL !h"'-'l‘]lrl‘rlm‘ il ol o
rewcurces, have the very samie obliga
im0 owr chaldren, our successors. [1's
the satme diaty that our parents and oy
legislative prededessars held for us
that there be more individual and col
lective weslth, wn afTordable cost ol
hiving, hasic services such as running
witler, clean mr, Clean water, mwore frh
cpportwnties, o better education, e
peace oF mind

And the means by which we renched
or stars during the 1980s sheds light
an our guest to keep Alaskn
ceonomically and ecologically vital
through the 199%0s and wio the 21 s
CeIary

There huve been incidents and
precedents in the past decade that de

formulas with the termational oy
comparison group. We need 10 abide
by their waork, therr deliberation and
thew Tinal product

The other important issue we peed
ey abuche by s a commuitment many ol
s moche fo this and future generations
ol Adaskans — legislation thil would
ke S150 milhon from the General
P andd appropriate i 1o the Alisks
Permanent Fumd

There was o commitment made in
this body prd that should be hopored
We have the vehicle-to do this — sil
fing in Sende Finanee — and ot should

he our lirst order of business this
SRS
Mr. President, this week we re

ceived the revenue commussioner’ s
forecayl. The bottom line, m his
wiords: *“The Stme of Alatka is stand-

g oo a precipeee. He's right. There
wre tumdame ntal paphications o those
words, Bt this s not the first year thut
wi Ve been sitting on the brink

We were right there on the odge Last
welr, o, fnced with an infrostructure
we can il aftord, Taced with o declme
il prodoction, faced with sagging
lederal suppon

And whint did we do? We exiendind
Lhe: precipice even turther Thin 's what
wie did. And we violated both our own
unttorm rules and the public trust in
wrder 1o e i

Oh, ves, there wre lessons W be
learned, lessons m leadershop most o
ull

Risther than being on the forelrom
O powernrmet, our leadership Tul the
nerve — or the ik of nerve — o go
ol o the streets and sobion the op-
s of the public gboul an econimnn
problem we know the solution 1o, and
which we should solve. Even then, we
neither followed the pubbic's direciiom
OUT oD bnlorm neles, nor our ewn
CUnSCIenCe

What should hoave been b cure
purmed ot worse than the diseasse Lost
seal & I|1J1.|:|_'-I'l Process Wik il wintly
pbirrnrablic. iow i l|h:|::u| W hal went
o I conlerénde commiltee, The bd
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would Be o truly lamentable posture
betore those who glected me 1o office
| wtandd by my dectsion notb o be a party
o pgrecments which are the opposite
of what 1 beligve in, and for which |
wits  elected, regardless ol e
ciisequences,

Huw we deal with the budget this
veur will Be odir Tibmus test For Tuture
L el ions,

Econonue  development  and
resource development nesd our strict
attention. They should not become
something  that we  cheer  during
Camipeigns in our districts and then
shove under the table in Juncau

There is o1l and gas to be explored,
discovered and developed. There are
wrens of the state such as the Northern
Archic Coal Provinde thal show pip
s of one of the nchest ooul
resotirees w the world. There wre othier
nunerals o be estracied, The port i
Nume neéeds complenon. Even
Spendrd Boad needs effors contimued
Ly inike 11 a business: sucdess

Hovond the budpet and ecomomn
develipiment, there abe other maues
U sesspon Dt demusind sovidtioy . Ol
povermad lmd down lus Cand. e
Educatin Endowment. Hedven

knowns, 1ve always leancd toward cer
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ding of money for items not con
sicdered prior W that 1ome, wis and e
mains o direct violation of Unilorm
Hule Mumber 42

The Senute Rules chuitmun can cor
rect e (T am wrong or f she thinks
that did not happen

Whist makes this lesson even more
nevessary (o ledm, Mr, President, is
thut the bgrecment (o break this rle
was mnde, and anyone in the major
ty who relused o vote on the budget
andd opposed this violation of the ruley
on the Moor, waxs removed from the
magority and stoipped of his commit-
tee offices

Some of us here |I'lnil.ﬂ o dear price
for following the rules, and our con-
slituents are paying an even higher
price this year. But  don’t think | was
elected to relinguish my integrity. That

T
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Al Adams, D-Kotzebue delivered dn address to his colleagues Jan. 11

i things bemg well endowed, b
this proposal could come to be called
char education internment ol we are nol
carelul

Belore any OF us swear Our suppor.,
there should be questions asked and
questions answered. There should be
penuine pnd open debate, What are the
Jriteria [or this endowment”? What wre
the guidehines? Is there a floor? Does
it include facers of education beyond
the classroom such as pupil transpor-
ttion’? Does it include debt reimburse
ment? Is it bigger thun a bread box or
15 il @ bread box? Does itimclude con-
struction costs”

Mr. Presidem | believe there was a
colossal error in judgment on your
part 1 send this bill only w Judiciary
Committee and Finance. What aboist

cantinued on page sixisen



e Adams blasts Supreme Court, media

comtinued 19m gugs L

State Adbwrs Commmtiee”!

This session Pov sure we will heas
anid see a full constellativm ol bills hav-
P o iy wikh aleobs] and diug dbuse
Fhas boady passed o Wl recrimamad e
i o Last session. The other
by shmaled et o with i The public
shouldn’t have (o prance  arourd
pathering referendum  petitions
because their eledied representanives
won | budge

MNo doubt ghorion will have s day,
oo, mow that the courty have shifted
the polities to the state’ s responsinly
ty But then again maybe not. The
pollsters oy have done us o favor in
Abdska T vne issue thit politicians
now leel they must retieat 10 pamc
lrom

We'll see bills on Hug burning
Which oo of us s poing o be the fed
dest, whatest modd bluest 1o carry thin
g

Wiy cemurks imdivide grievance,
Mi. Presidem, o s with good reasion.
I the Tust month, Two Stale Suprenw
€ ot decesions dealt ponsshing blows
vy Constitueits and oy other
Ablaskiie e liscal e devisicn wml
Phigt sibsabivnce ded s,

Wt P |‘.||It."f.|:fl-i|."~. SUIVW COIeT
ol ntereath ey this stabts o onatsiche
e sade the bimer hus pleasead and
divided sull other Abskians Yot thise
v decesioms threaten o Wirow the
covmeinge balance e this stille even
Irthee ol Kiltes

Ihe stark readives of hile i tueal
Ak stll fod sy villages wathuonn
o water, without sewer withoni
addeapuante garbupe disposal, st bowl
warnd homes aod ooy other basic
amgenties that wrban Alaska van take
livr pramied

Faoommn development, as i
el s ot showld met cloud our
bertion tob aderails Teft wotdonie i the posd
decpide

A revent survey an the Norhiwesy
Avcrivc Borough foumd that only 28 1
protenil of the popuilatbon b Rl tie
jobs Subsistence meuvines bl the gap
bwth covmamcaly and cultwrally. And
withsistenae i presisely ow 717 iy
vienl gt Jowsd cin thedr table.

Mow the conrts hive ruiled thon vie
tally vy sports hanter from any ur
Pamy arem e — on i weekewd aun

sostann oo Lo vilkagers” hunting areas
i an airpline, swipe the caribou and
muwise  that may have  boen  phe
villageers” dimiber, g Back totheer b
tbs in the ciies amd ofF e thetr jphs

o Maonmday ruunurlhu

The lesson I've
learned is that |
should have my
rights read before
consenting to a
reporter’s interview.

]

Cwr work this session, and for the
nexl decade, need o wddress the in-
cguinies in this state. This hody mus
aildress the fact that there are some
very  banic  discrepancies  between
lifestyles.

It's new that rucnd Alaskans are osk-
g that their tables be spread with
plass and silver. 1t is quality of life |
am talking about. Rural Alaskans
merely waunt 1o be able 1o wash their
hands with warm ronning water and
dispose of waste in a sanitary and
healthy way — very basic activities
that you and 1 did this morning without
n moment’s thought of appreciation.

s o wonder that sucide, drgs
and pleohol probléns are rampant in
il Ak, 10's only o wonder that
we are nob sddressing the rantling
changes that have tken pluce there

W Aluska s coursy and legislarors
Wit o see these problems muluiply
teviondd their worst mghimares, ther
e ahead and allow the food w0 be
tuken off thewr whles, give whint jobs
there are W others, open roads they
din’t want opened so that Winnehagos
can drve through and further erode
thewr lifestyle, continge o ipnore the
lact thut basic bhuman services wre
sonnethang every citizen in this state
deserves wnd wineh our constitution
should guarantee — or there 15 not a
consttution for all Aluskans,

Liv iy beart of heans, 1 don't think
that"s what we're all about.

Can we, the elected representatives
ol the Aluskin people, hit the brakes
wn oue past spending patterns” Yes
Clan we create o budpet that equal izes
Ifesiyles™? Yes. Can we become fess
comtradiciory For the public between
whiat we say and whit we da™ | hope
TR

Fiwin af wll H.‘(.!utrr that we alter our
sty le ol leadersbip and challenge the
et heds ik curremty dommnae mios
ol o decesion makang. Our job i 1o
serve the people of Alaska - ool s
politie s

Beciuse 1 oresistied thain style o)
lepddershup, | um oo longer o member
ol the Senate Migority or chmemian ol
Uhe € ommuomiy amed Begional AlTwrs
Cimmmmitee. Thus, 1 have b one
swigele v and bt twao stad b membens
I represent the peaple in the 47 com
mwties that | oam elected o serve
here

Caonsilenng hivw | gol 16 be 4
nunorty member, 1 ean hve waih it

Comidering how | became a manon-
Iy memiber, my people can live with
i, oo, considering the allernative.
They recogrize that, av o Native
Alaskan, | am a born again minonty
member, andd they redognize that sinp-
pingg my staff is b politically motivated
devigion w prevent those in the minoc
If runming for re-election from geling
thear jobs doni.

So, let me issue an appeal for help
for the people of Northwest Alaska.
Anyone here willing to can volunteer
W answer my phones, It's ehsy o
1quin Just be able w say, *Senutor

dams office, minority Democratic
majority leader, ™

Oine component ol our society thul
unforunately does affect much of our
bishuvior is the media, 1, o, has gone
through o metsmorphosis in the las
decade. We have seen the press con-
demmn adividualy, gluur: and co-
panics without the just clicumstances
of being tnocent unil proven guiley

Ediorial comments somehow flew
of ! the editorial page amd lunded on the
fromt. Inpuendoes,  speculations,
b hes, elrowmstnniul evidence
sonetmes downnght bes made the
e s et Somme dividhaals have
heen taggead gty By associti
Carcers and roputhtions suffered

The lesson Vve learned 1 that |
should have my righis read before con
L TUR B A L ter's interview.

I wie dssunbe gudlt by assonsition i
b appropemte conclosion, look m
an armcle wrinten dunng the ol spill
which stated that the absorbant pads
wsed  for cleanup were  ossed
uid of o heheopter By the ol indostry
amd the ol company  spokesperson
replied 4w mob i and the repaoren
wis sgupid. Then does that mean Ut
all reporters are stupid”

Ol uowriter for the Datly News s
accuhed inoaosex scandal, are Howand
Weaver and Stab Jones  sexual
deviams?

T dlon’t thunk so. Condlusions amd the
lessons we learm need to be hased on
evidence

Muybe we should deliver Soapy
Smith awards ourselves. We could

e one for lun couples to Jimmy

akker and the Ancherrage Daily NVews
tor both giving it w the public. Or w
Exxon and the Aschorage Iily Mews
for being Mr. amd Mrs, Clean.

Yes, newspaper reporting amd jous
malism in general changed colors i the
last decade w0 o curious one of yellow,
Thewr true colors? 1 hope oot 17
ruther attribute what his transpired 1
their lack of being houschroken,

There's been a lailure bere by the
media: the fmlure 10 differentiaie ber
ween theater and fagct, the Tallure w
recognize fmr amd unfair, the talure
1o clearly differentiate between allepa
prons omd the truth,. Wohat they "ve suc
veeded at s therr addiction 1o the lurid
anmd sensation. Whast needs 1o goide
ther is wosacred obligation o the plain
and most often simple ruth

3 1 believe m freedom of the
press” Very much so. But we, amd the
periple of this state teed 1o restore |
syalem of checks and balances. We
el toreadl thear on thaar imaccurpeies,
wiite leters aboul their Dutses,

Yen, we st need 10 give them o i
e respect. They have a hundeed bir
rels of ink and reams of paper. | jus)
have one wvoice. The pen being
mughtier than the swond, his never
been bruer. Sure, 'H wlk w them, 1l
greet them. 1711 even go as fiur as wiiy
mf’l ar them

b ot wall nevier be necessiry Ul

| ise all my fingers when 1 odo it




