Wetlands regulations are ill conceived

by Congressman Don Young

WASHINGTON, D.C W hen
Alnska has been threatened by (i con
ceived anid poorly planned regulationy,
o elected leaders have a strong track
record of oy wgether te fight o
our state’s best inlesests

The neéw controversy regarding pro
posed wetlands regulations s o dil-
ferent. Alaska Democrats and
Republicans are working hand in hand
o protect’ Alaska’s economic fulure

Dheimowrgt Gov, Steve Copwer and
s stdll and the Repubilican Alusks
Comgresssonal  Delegation are mow
working 1o sop propesed regulations
whivh Sertously hamper our stale’s
abv bty o condiect importnt ecammnic
programs and development Tt could
frecze all commumity development in
soime areas amd make privale proper
v widthless,

Congress muy hiave adjouroed in
lite NMovember, ot Gov Cowper,
Senn, Ted Stevens and  Frank
Murkowski and | are continuing ot
work ugainst Uhe anti-Alska wetlands
reguluiions

Chur wirrk huis brought a short-term
wictory — lastimwinth ﬁll:' Environmen
il Prodecton Agency recommuended
a W)-day delay i the implementation
ol the wetlands regulations which were
seheduled o go anto effect Dec. 15

Priw o the EPA decision, the
delegation had contacted several wd-
rrmistrution officials protesting the -
plementation of the regulativns. Tn ad-
divon, Sen. Stevens snd | personally
spoke with Richard Darman, director
of the Office of Management and
Budget, seeking his suppon,

We pointed out that this issue has
the potential Tor significant Alaskan
and national economic consegquences,
Darman sgreed with us and had the
OMB direct the EPA o delay im-
plementation for 3 diys

Almost the entire
North Slope area
would also be con-
sidered wetlands...

I hope thit through our direct con:
versatiotes with key administeation of
Homds we will be able w secure add
toal delays of more tome v necded
b CONTINNE BUT 1ie g e

Phe importance of this issue can be
seen i the letters mnd phone calls we
are recenving from Alaskany, Only the
Prince Willim Sound ol spill issoe
hay prompred such an owpouning of
personal mterest [rom Aluskang

The issue iy complex and involves
a variety of fedeml agencies, We are
wirrking with the cabinet officials who
are members of the Domestic Policy
Council. The council has been
structed by the president 1o make a
recommendation for a national policy
to accomplish the goal of halting the
luss of the nation's wetlands

The council consists of the cabine
members for the Departments of the
Interior, Commerce, Delense,
Transportation, Encrgy and Housing
and Urban Drevelopment, us well ay
the directors of the OMB and EPA.

The council and its stafl ure in the
process of makimg recommendihions
wnd are seckdng Alaska mput on hivw
a national wetlands policy can properly
be implemented 1o Alaski

However, 0 uppears that the Corps
i the EPA have atemped w imple
weent thear own plan in advance of the
Ul council recomumendativn,

Ii's guute clear to me that the ste
could sulfer economic losses if the
EPA/Corps approwch s not blocked,
S0 far we've been successful, wd
we're going to keep st it antil we get
a tair deal

‘OPINION

Ay area thal i inundated with s
Face water for o sipnificant purt of the
yeur o constdered wetlands. Under
this detiniton more than 55 percent of
the stte o comsidered  wetlands,
about twice the combined wetlnids
ocrerge of the Lowser 48 states

Admost the emire Morth Slope arca
would also be considered wetlands,
evedl though the wrea doesn’t meet the
scientilic ortena for wetlnnds

It"s iimportant (o point oul that wiile
muore than half of the Lower 48
wetlands have been lost to develop-
ment, only BOOOKD acres out of 170
million  have been developed n
Alaska,

The Domestic Policy Council stall
i o December meeting concluded tha
there is considerable confusion among
the various federal agencies responsi-
hle for federal wetlands pormits on
how 1o apply the Corps/EPA
Memorandum of Agreement

I ddition, while EPA and Corpe
sl have verbally stted that sufbciend
fleximlity exisis in their agreement for
umgue conditions such as those in
Aliskar, meetngs with their stalfs hive
{iled 1o prodluece specilics in writing
o where andd how this Dexibility car
b applied

Ciiven  the confusion: among  the
agencies themaelves, the uncertinty
ahout Mexability and the et thar the
entire Domestic Poliey Council shuould
b anvarlwed, 1 felt it mch e kogical

W0 reimove the agreciment brom the fas
track and instead make o sobyect w full
review by the public und the entire
codneil

It looks 1o me s if the EPA and the
Corps have the can belore the horse
I've contucted the cabinet level peo
ple at the council because 1 leel thin
al least some of them will realize that
we don’t need w rush headlong ino

s and that therr divecr oapiat will
iwkhe Tor @ better nadional wetlands
podicy
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