Subsistence rights must be protected

by Rep. Eileen Mocl.ean
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resourechulness, and an understanding,
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Subsistence does
not mean mere sur-
vival. It extends far .
beyond. . .
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These regubitions ae in e e
Muenced by iy oo, nol the leist
ol whadh s the lobbyimg of specal i
ferest groups such as spors huniers,
sperrts Fshermen, commercial hunters,
comitercnal Bishermen, environmcen
dists aned animal nights groups.
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i PURE, Comgiress assored that sub
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over other uses when i enacterd the
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S the eoadtimenl ol ANILOA.
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From the swart, there have been ol
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ANILCA defines subsistence s the
“wustomary and raditiomnal uses by
el Alaska eeshdents of wilil
renewhble resources,

Ulnformanirely, ths Tederal delmmnn
comflicts wirh the Alnska Constitutin

On Dec. 220 the Adaska Suprermie
Court stouek down g provispon of L
shite s sitbistence Taw that gave raral
residents prionty huniog and Feding
privileges

Tovas e bev e v, the court ruled
that  the subsistence  low  illegally
discrimimines apinst urhan resubenty
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o dove o f the land in ALk 15 aceep
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oty wiote, bul not based  on
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e wgder the carrenl stole regui
vemes. Woth thae sty , ol s e e
Bsnts  cam comtinue  as orgieally
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Chow . Steve Cowper has applauded
the  chiel  qustive's  postponermient
because be clupns thar it will give the
stites fme fo ciome up witlioa system
thit will protect Fish and  wildlile
resotives, provade TOr sobside e sy
und et the provysions of both e
Alaska Constitunion win) ANILOA

However, either the Alasky Con
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Adaska MNatves cunmol be expectad
v pgmore ther ancesteal way of gather
g, Barvestinge aoid sharmge of fish and
wildhte resowmives, We st work
fogather o protect the Tand . waler. sei
and all ivs pnhabietents

Sk istence ths naist e prodkected
fromn thee threat of special  wteness
roupn be they conumercinl groups us
i the resopeees Tor ecomommwal g,
b ey sports groups wsing the
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Aliski Nabves muost cooperiie wih
vae beother, s, as dilticnle as tos mun
Pre e onist work with the goven
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Pl e e sty aid oy cultuce
shi oo survave

W mist contimue 1o stimd ape amd
apwak Tor our needy, s thin we will
ot wake upy one day o Fd (bt we
wre o longeer able W gather e
restnrees wheh sustam us. We s
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We muost ogive support. aml oen
ceiarageniient o the virious geowps and
crmumssons tho scdvocate for our wiy
ol Dl sl shiosw omir apipreciation Tos
thear eftorts wnd dedscatiom. They are
working e protect our resources and
o eipght 1o the resources not st for
themselves, bot for us and Tor our
futire generations,



