Set netting goes beyond dollars earned

by Emma C. Nicolet
for thve Tundlew 1lases

Sandra Borbridge had already un
bhuckled her seat belt before the Boe
g TAT cume w o stundstll in fromt
of the lerminal ot Kmg Salmon mrporn

OPINION

Yuplit Kanlautciat
The Way Eskimos Talk

Shie stoodd up and hornedly g the
srapy o her beavy leather handbag
ot her belt shoulder and remched Dor
the clrry o Dag o bencath Hhe wead
i fromt ol her She pushed e woy
i the bohiond  the lhine ol
(hssvngers wvancimge oy single L
tow o the Fovwardd section of the it
cridl where they wene o deplune
Ihl’l"li}'h lhi. Illﬁ.'ll I.ll.llll d I.lll-'l-'l N “IL' sTL
Wiy ol oonto the paved  runway
bl

Shie plused Tor a moment on the
sl londing wi the Jop of the st
chse, Iwis 6 pom., July 2, WY The
evering sun was arbiting towand the
nonthwest honzon thot outhined  the
oufer perimeler of the pgquatie tnangle
ol e Naknek Kvichak wmershid
Phe stn would be settimge al 1L pom
Five hours of sunlight remained ti be
enpoved belore mghtiall

She bud begun pakig plans fi
retirn e Hosiol, Bay Tor the 1989
Fishang seasn weeks prsor to depur
g broen Waoshangion, 190 When ihe
lemipetiiie feavhed a w-rilrnnp U5
degrees inoour mabion’s ciapial. she
themighin Lo by o Boistal Bay ol
thee cinil relrestong hreeses 1thiad hlew
Itonny thes sontheast ol e s
viprped et dops amd of the sol
Preeses that mvanably changed w gale
e wandy when blowing Troun The
wast, oul of the Hernmg Sea

I he Sevathsmian Instinute whene <
i wosrhasd Dot dhe poasd Tive dem i
ws Termnie aed Tar From hee oo s
shie steppeed ol ol the planie it i
beighd sunbphi and Clean Feesh ar . Sha
wies kb suirprised Thist to bne was there
i omweer her The salmon mn hiwd
|:rq'.1|r.-.'-.l carly and the Bighermen were
vt the Bishang grounds tending thel
el s

Uhe 1W848 preseason forecasy T
Brstol Hay '« saltnon ran was averagy
it when the seanon gol underwiy , an
updated Torecast boldly antic ipated the
retorn of a mear-record min of sockeye
sahrnom 1o the Naknek-Kvichak spawn
g growmls

I response 1o the optimistic updaied
lorecust  released by the  Abski
Department of Fish & Game, "8 drift
gillnet  boats horeiedly, rushed o
reguister in the district by June 28 Thut
represented moce thinn hall of the drif
gillmet fishing fleet inthe entire Hnsiol
Bay region

By July 4, 32 additional boats hind
joined the Dect, brmgmge the total
number of dnft gillnetiers ready and
wanting o compete Tor salmon heading
toward the shore, over the tide Mats
und into the river's mouth 1o 1,030

But not all of the action was con
fined wo the drifters, A totid of 320 ser
net sites lined the beaches of the
Maknck-Kvichak river watershed on
the south, north and west side

The legal distance belween each sel
nel site is sel at 300 Feer. It°s illegal
for drift gillnet boats fishing outside
of the sel net sites to come within 100
feet of the set net buoy . The length of
net allowed Tor ench set net sine is KD
feet. The length of ner allowed for
cach drift boat s wp 1o KK fect

Mo limils are set on the amaotisl of
drilt gear allowed 1o fish in o district

aslie

because dnift gillnenters have the op
tion of transferring w any distnet in
the Bristol Bay region, ollowing u
A8-howr winting penod. The over
crowded condimions Created when oo
many drifters move into one arel 14
untinr bath w0 the set netlers and
dnlters whose livelihoods depend on
therr abiliny to harvest a Gir shiore of
the salmen resources

As T stood on the bank overlooking
iy sed et sie, o watehesd homd reds of
boats  headhng om0 the  fishing
groninds, Just prod o the Tt 12 how
il apeming, he Departiment of
Fosh and Coane, e regluatory apen
ey Beadgiartered a1t kg Salmon
ahewiidind boopen i Teshiogs pepond P
Iy alter bow woter, They believed
that e acomung e wondd b e
Fiahy cliset to sbore and canese the m
How ool salmon e be e widiely
disteibuged o bt the disarict, i
erab g il e typaes o shivie thore
fully and equatly m the harvess

Motw b adimg the leagth ol he
fundhid, the tde will sonnctines rehch
the outer set net i e Tor 1 com
mence bishing soon after the perusd
opens. A nuvber oF drifters will often
station themselves on the Muis outside
ol these net sites

When the fish bt the set net, drifters
will move 1o within i lew Teet ol the
sel nel buoy, contrry L u'gul.utmu-‘_
andd quickly sirimg oul three shackles

N et — ol peor, thos el lpctive

by blockimg o three set et sites ot one
Fhe anllew of splimon heading

Flini!

ter the beach and the nver month s
reduced woa trickling few

The Naknek-Kvichak watershed
fishories manogement area encom
passes about 240 square miles at high
tde. As much as 175,56 linear miles
af drilt geoar and about 1B 19 miles of
sl el goar, lor o combimed (otal ol
193,75 mules of net was allowed 1o fish
that area in 1989

The Naknck management area s
bess than one third the size of the two
combined areas. Less than B sguare
miles of Fshing space was open 1o e
commogdate the 1,030 drilt gillnetters
whio were allowed 1o fish up to 175,56
miles of gear during the tides when the
Evichak River was closed

I beliove that it’s mconmsistant with
poek] munagement practices to allow
that huge amount ol gear imto such
limitedd wrens. Eoomomic hardships for
iy sel petlers and deiflers who were

demed the opporumiy 10 benefin ful
Iy from the pewr-record harvest of
L1 B78.800 sockeyes taken commer
cinlly  Trom the Noknek-Kvichak
chsingl wis mevilable

| spake to the fisheries management
director of the Department of Fish unid
Cliune at I{mf Salmon regarding con
cerns heand by wll of us who depend
on fishing as our main source of
e

I knew that while thé manuging
agency  coold not determine  the
ampount of gear allowed o fish in a
distrien, they didd have the diseretiona
authonty e repulate the amoum o
fishing time allotted 1w baoth drifters
and s61 netters .

Uhe excessove sumound of drilt gein
alliawes] tor sk ot the Mok ek - K sichigk
bl bedd o v sk thie wpent whictlics
e would copsider opening the perd
bor set o netters al low wliler amnd lor
deifters it hagh water This woulid gave
el et s o pokod Tstomg pide oul
ol fwor oy mwre Tides

e sod tht he could, bat womld
i, He sopgested that set netlers
stouhd becine more competitive, like
the dndters, and clear thew nets dus
g e ancoming and outgoimg hdes

But in situations suth as mine,
where only a small number of salmon
make o 10 shore, clearing my net
would mod alfecr w sigmifwcamly . My
lnrgest cateh of the season. netted on
Jane M, wis pbout 260 salimon,

Uhe agent didn't seem ioorealize o
cire thal sonmee sel nets are on dry Livd

af least half of the fushing penod, while
drifters are able to fish all of the in-
cuming and mest of the ouigoing tides

Hristol Bay s home (o the mangy
who fish the bdal waters of the bay's
shorelines and tidefluts. Ser netters and
drifters who live in the region have
comntinued 1o engoy o life thar has al
lowed them to live on the land thet has
been thewr home for countless
generptions

Since abour 1920, when residents
hegan set netting, commercial fishing
has provided the means for them o
make a living, to be independent and
o keep in step with the changing
times. Hul fishing cannot always be
mieasured solely by the dollrs eamed
Some seasons are pood and some are
[T,

Prices are nover the same Trom year
e year. Poor to 1979, fishermen ex
pericneed eight successive years of

cconommc hardship because of declin
g sidmon returns.  Poor  salmon
returng led to drastic reductions in
Hshung time for several vears i order
o rebuld the salmon stocks nearly
wiped out by overfishing

Heginning in 19749, .nui.mr-.nuw the
BOs, the Salmon returns have been
maEntsned gt o more conmsastently high
level  But despire the milhons of
sabans that have retimesd each year
o be hurvested, the Jast thiee seamns
have been dissppoinimg 1o many sl
tetters, due largely to the excessive
ATV of UrITE e s g i Lo dres
Ui Pesproisg 1o oplimestn forecasts

I P9RY, dolt pecmit holders oul
timbercd set net permal holders by
e A theee tooone The ratar ol
veur wlowed 1o e used by deitlers
o sl ermers mothe Nakinek- Ky ichok
.||-1|r_'||.1 Wy e e dham o omne Ty s

When the it entey conmmssion
wis establishey] i 19TY, e [ rinil
Buiyback progeam, which cowld Tave
redtibced the amwunt ol gear in the Py
Wil never implemitsted, Dirlt permits
then suld Tor less than SR80 D0 Ta
day, the wsking prive on the open
market s S280 (0K

s the responsibility of the Abasks
povernor, the Lepislature amd 1he
Birard ol Fasheres o be adeguately in
formed amd to re iunlies
it exist between doliers and set ne
lers with respect o the  Bisherles
FESOUTEY  Wanigement agencies’
allocation proctices, They neesd o cleo
widesstianding of the Disheres prid'ess

und should demonstrate a willingness
o respond more sensitively -to con
cerny eapressed h'.- the buy ‘s residenis
who depend on fishing as thewr sole
means of earming a living,

The Timited entry plan also ineluded

o provision o allow for the order
Iy andd elficient harvest of allowable
commercinl ke and not cause seros
ecomomic hardship 1o those currently
engaged in the hishery.’

Historically, the Alaska regotatory
agency  had alwuys opencd cach
fishing period for both drifters and el
nefters at the same time, fegardless of
the stage of the tide and what the ym.
pact on sel petters might be

Contimastion of these practices has
often coused <l netters W0 loke o
valuable portion of the meoming and
outgomg ldes because they i 1o se

fretified B g aleven



e Salmon delivered with a wiggle in their tails

ooty Fom page siwan

odd thear nets atler the perd s open
i o e panlloo betore the permsd s
Clivsing

The céononng well-being ol the sel
netters cannol be attnibuted sodely
the nwmber of salion hevested
M LR

Their suvcess albo depends Lrpely
on the wmount of el fshing nme
they are allowed s they seek o
harvest their G share of the bay's
salmon resources

I look forward ti the samimer when
I return o fish the shoceline and
tideflats of Bristol Bay, With each
pansing year, | become more aware of
what the bay has 1o offer me m lerms
of my personal  growth  amd
satisfacnion,

It gives me the apportunity Lo grow
stronger  physically. My mental
onutlook on life hecomes more clear
My spiritual growth s enriched. Ivin-
spires me 1o respond more fully to the
mysterious life cycle that unloldy
before me each year. It increases my
understanding of what it means 1o be
in tune with my surtoundings

I treasure the miemories | have of my
parenis and how they taught me to ap-

reciote the land we lve on and the
ife that surrounds us. Bul most of all,
I appreciate the tme | share with my
children and grandetildren and friends
as wee learn amnd grow eloser wogether
while fishing in Bristol Bay.

Sandra leared w appreciate bemg
as one with her surroundings from her

randmother while fishing with her in
ristol Bay, but she had never fully
appreciated its importance until (hat
day last summer, when the plane
hegan its descent imo the Naknek anea,
e piroraft leveled off at 10,000
feet in preparition for its final ap-

procinche do the Kaing Salmon Luding
ficld. The visibality was unlunited
heneath a pale hlie sky . She saw the
sweeping  tundra siresching  fiom
hesrrzom o horeon, broken only by
el l halls aond dromiperable lukes,
was then thay she knew, with sudiden
clanty, what it meamt o be comimg
b,

Phe tase rode Trom King Salimon o
dowptown MNaknek secmied endless
bevause of other arriving passengers
who were dropped off a their resped
tve homes plong the way 1o downiown
Nuknek. Wiile she didn't mind see
g ploces m Naknek that she had
never seen belore, she wis anx o fo
b rewnited with members of her Fam-
Iy She had oot seen any of them For
Six months,

Hall an hour after we left pur lish
camp andl arrived gt the trdiler in up-
town Naknek, hor taxi pulled into the
driveway . Among the many peces ol
luggiape she curned were several hoyes
filled with edibles and presents foe her
nephews, 1T and Pial,

A Tew mnutes after she arrived, ity
seemed ws though she had never been
nwiny

Well, guys, " she said to Pl and
1T “the first thing on my hst ol
Ihings 10 do merrow iy 1o oot my
mils. No more polish on them for the
rest of the summer. "™

A 10-minute drive by truck from the
traller (o our camp ook us over i
stretch of dirt road that curved over
high groumnd and low tundra before o
ended on the beach south of Monsen
Creek. Our camp was just beyond

A special dinner had been planned
by Surdra and brother John over long-
distance telephone  seversl  weeks
prior. A four-course meal was (o be

wipped by opalled steaks Deswen
wordhd bCTodde aovacety of Tresh Pl
from the public marker m Scattle

A the s dippedd it the ovean aiid
disappeared. 1T . Plol wmd Auntie
stognd pelr U odge ol the  hank
sabhoened aganost e poling sky. The
ey by prodactly serte thicir mewdy
gimired Batong hals,

1 speniding the mght with Dad,
1T, sald ok he davhed ocooss the
boardwalk (o DPad’s cabin

“I'm :q].'mmlmi_: the nigehil ar Gerand
mia's caban Pl sl

Sanden scanned the tomdra biehowl
the cabin belore retirimg 10 see 11 any
carihou had moved into the area. Noie
bl

The nexr duy Charles spotted whan
he thought was a carthou wandering
alone on the tumdrn Sandra looked
theough the boneculars aod exelaimed,
“It's o bear!™

It was the first bear ever 1o wancler
i our ared since we began fishang
THANY Vears agu

With our camp crew rounded out il
ofx, i ek e about 45 mintues o
prepare o breafost of sourdough hiot
cakes on the twin burner Coleinan
i st Ourmwals and our golng
oy beed wd getting up usually coincidad
with the incoming and cutgoing tides
Sometimes hreakdost was IJ:.‘.Ill'jl{."lil unitil
noon, with lunch and dimner fidlow-
ing at four- or five-hour intervals,

On July 3, the p.m. tide wits chosed
o fishing. The day was warm and
shightly overcast. At high tide the fish
began Lo jump in areas near the shore
where we sel our nets during open
peripds. Mom always used 1o tell me,
“Fish like to swiny near the beach
where the sun warms the waler. ™

Like magic the fish appearcd from

thie vcwandeprhanmd g ws il shio
Leonnn uwderwater cumoons Thisir stlver
boschies shimumered m the brghi L
il li.'l]'

Phey vk ome, twa, thiee . o
Pive Bedpi, one Wller the ather as i
makiog a low praciice leaps betore
challenging the ramds they swould en
condter on their way up the river o
the spawning  grounds

After swimmung fiw hundreds ol
e from the deep oean, they were
remdy te underake the Hoal phase of
their  long journey

| believe, os my paconts taught me,
that hile o all forms s o gifl. We
shiuld respect it and it waste ot
Cireed should not be yliowed o bave
us ke troen e another what s gaven
for all v shae

1 cn accept a poor season, bt | find
it hand o underviand . why  som
drifters arc able tycatch thousamds of
poungds of salmon i one tde. while
miy et bongs e only 20000 MK
posnds,

Set nettng s an dmportant part of
comnmeercal fishimg in Brsol Bay . B
less apprectated s the Tnct that sef nel
ters deliver the best guality salmon in
the bay . When set net fish are packed,
they o from net o bealer 1o delver
truck and from delivery truck 1o the
canmery, within i Tew hioties of heing
caughi

I mamy instances, when the salmon
are phcked and delivered by skall, they
guickly go Trom net 1o braller amd 1o
the canndry . They are the only fish
delivered with a wigale in their toils

Edvor s move: Emmer U Nieoler, B,
af Juneau, tx originafly from Bethel
and the Bristel Bay region. She (s a
Yup ik and has been a commercial
ﬁ:frnmm, xet netting in Bristol Roy,
throwghout her life,



