
rr-
llfifiww

*55s:i-

-rir s_; ; __ -

'
I

+

00
i e ' +

1

,
x

r

I

9,

Audubon endorsesendorsesIendorsesPrlbllofI PribilofPrlbllofPribliof seal hunt
InIJIIp itslis spring meeting in SeaUle-

recently
SeattleSeaUleSeattle-

recentlyrecently ,, the National Audubon-
Society

AudubonAudubon-
SocietySociety recommended renewal of-
the

of-

the
of

the four-nationfournationfour-natlonatlofour-nationfournationfournationtreaty-- treaty permitting-
the

permitting
the limited haryeharvestharyeitt of fur seals at-

St
at-

St
at

St Paul Island in the Pribilufs-
Without

PribilofsPribilufsPribilofs-
WithoutWithout the treaty ,,, the annual-
harvest

annual-
harvest

annual
harvest wwoulduld be unregulated ;

under the treatytrealy ,. only sub-adultsubadultsub.adultsubadultsub.adul-
tnonbreedang

subadult-
nonbreedings

--.
( non-breedingnonbreedingnon-breedangbreedangnon-breedingsbreedingsnonbreedingsmales-- ) malemales are-

harvestedno
areare-

harvestednqharvestedharvested-noharvestednoharvested--nqnq--- no females , pups \>prgrrr-
breedingbreedinggrbreedingrrialcsmales The treaty alsoahQalso-
prohibits

ahQ-
prohibitsprohibits any harYeharvestt on the high-
seas

highhigh-
seasseas
seasIn

In its resolution ,, (Ihethehe Audubon-
Society

Audubon-
Society

Audubon
Society emphasized the protective-
a

protective-
aspects

protective
aaspectspccts of the treaty , debunking-
the

debunkingdebunking-
thethe popular argumentprgument uUseded by-

critical
by-

cntical
by

criticalcntical wildlife protection-
groups

prolectlon-
groups

protectionprolectlon
groups ,, that the harvest is causcause-
Ing

causTcause,
ing a decline in the fur seal-
population

sealseal-
populationpopulation
population"We

""WeWe are unaware of any scienlICiellaciert ¬'
tificMc evidenceevidenceQto\QQ\ indicateIndlcale that curcUPcurtcurt-
rent

cUP-
rent

*

rent levellevels, ofcommercial harvest-
of

harvestharvest-
ofOf sub-adultsubadult-- male furflit seals itis con-

tributing
con-

tributing
concon--¬-

tributing to the population
declirndeclinedecline/declinedeclinethepopulationdeclirnpopulationdecline; ,/"* the resolution said ..

Some of the factors of the decline-
cited

decline-
cited

decline
cited by the Society'sSocietys' resolution

were entanglement ot01of seals in-

fishing
inmm-

fififishing>hmg nets ,,. diseadisease ,., ,increasedincreased-
predation

ncrea dd-

predationpredation ,. and fluctuatingfluctuatmg foodfood-
sUpplies

food-
suppliessupplies , probably due in part toto-

competilion
to-

competitioncompetitioncompetilion wjihwith the commercial-
fishing

commercialcommercial-
flbhlngfishingflbhlng industrymdustry Fur sealI herds inin-

the
in-

thethe North Pacific are. currently-
etitimated

currentlycurrently-
ehmatedestimatedehmatedetitimated, atallI122 million or moremore-

The

more-

TheThe 19571937 treatytrealy between thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States , the U.S.S.RUSS.RUSSRV.S.S.RVSS.RVSSR. .. . .",,

Canada and Japan ,. allows thethe-
U

the-
UU S . and U.S.S.RUSS.RUSSRU.SSR.. ., ,., . to harvest-
seleral

harvestharvest-
severalSeveralse\leralseleral\ thousand fafur* :seals , of-
which

of-
which

of
which a percentage go to CanadaCanada-
and

Canada-
andand Japan ,. Until last year ,

PribilofPnbllof islanders did the actualactual-
work

actual-
workwork of the hunt under thethe-

stewardship
the-

stewardshipstewardship of the federal Com-
merce

ComCom-¬.-

merce Department..

For over 200 years , the Aleut-

people
AleutAleut-

peoplepeople of the region have been-

harvesling
been-

harvesting
been

harvestingharvesling the Airfur seals .. Even toto-to-to-
day

to-

day
*-

day , a majorml\JormlJor\ portionpo\ioopoioopoxtion\'! off the locallocal-
Nativ

local-
NativeNativeNativ. cash economy is dlreclldirectlydirectl9directl9-
related

,

related to the annualaOBual hunt ..


